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“Saving Grace:  A Guide to Financial Well-Being” 
Sundays, 9:30 AM, Room 240 

June 26, July 10, 17, 24, August 14, 21 & 28 
 

Money … is it good or is it bad? How do we, as people of faith, 
create healthy relations with money and possessions? Are you 
interested in pursuing financial well-being using practical tools 
and biblical principles? Join us in a study that provides a grace-
filled and faith-based approach to your finances. Saving Grace is 
a comprehensive system for getting off to a good financial start or 
for turning your finances around. 
 

A small group will apply the Saving Grace curriculum to their own 
personal finances. You may keep all your financial information 
private.  
 

Each session will be approximately 1 hour. 
 

June 26  Intro & Worksheet Tools 
July 10  All Manner of Good – Money Attitude & Spending 
July 17  Getting Started: Tacking Expenses & Income 
July 24  Giving & Saving 
August 14  Understanding & Eliminating Debt 
August 21  Spending 
August 28  Adjusting the Spending Plan 

“The Real Heaven” 
by Chip Ingram 

Sundays, 9:30 AM, Room 214/215 
June 5, 12, 19, July 10, 17 & 24 

 

Heaven is a hot topic on today’s bestseller 
lists. But what does the Bible tell us about the 
afterlife? What happens the moment after we 
die? And what will our redeemed relationships 
be like? Ingram digs into Scripture to reveal 
what God wants us to know about the 
hereafter—and how it affects our decisions 
today. This is a 6-week video series.  Join as 
you are able. You may choose to read the 
book by the same title, but it is not necessary 
to participate.   
 
June 5    Why Heaven Matters Part 1 
June 12   Why Heaven Matters Part 2 
June 19   What Heaven is Like Part 1 
June 26   A Visit from Bishop Asbury 
July 3    No Sunday School.   
                  Join us for food & fellowship. 
July 10    What Heaven is Like Part 2 
July 17    A New Home for the New You Part 1 
July 24    A New Home for the New You Part 2 

Our mission as a church is to “Connect people  
to Jesus Christ and the church, grow Christian 
disciples, and relieve suffering.” How are we 
fulfilling that mission? Over the years we have 
supported and continue to support missions  
in Sierra Leone, Nicaragua, Tanzania, and Sudan 
to name a few.  We are also making a difference 
right here at home through initiatives like Manifest, 
Anchor Lancaster & Discovery Corner Preschool.   
 

Join us as we learn more about these missions, 
praising God for what he has done, and joining in 
prayer for what is yet to come.  Hear God stories, 
see photos, maybe even a live video chat with a 
missionary! With God’s help, working together, 
mission is possible!  

 

 

“Mission Possible” 
Sundays, 9:30 AM 

Room 214/215 
July 31 &  

Aug 7, 14, 21 & 28 

COME GROW WITH US . . . . 

Sign up HERE for the Sunday School Class  
or use the QR code! 

https://forms.gle/fqBBVxgnaVBJKJwW8
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October 14 & 15 

Extraordinary Women Conference 
"Pursuing an Unfailing God" 

 

Friday, October 14, 7-10 PM  
and Saturday October 15, 8:30AM-4 PM 

Calvary Church 
1051 Landis Valley Rd, Lancaster, PA 17601 

Cost: $69 (includes event ticket for both days and 
boxed lunch for Saturday.) 

 

Renew your faith! Have some fun! Join us for 
Extraordinary Women 2022, “Pursuing an Unfailing 
God”. Laugh with us! Cry with us!  (Laugh until you 

cry!) We have reserved 20 tickets to this SOLD-
OUT event. Speakers include Julie Clinton, Chonda 
Pierce, Ruth Chou Simons, Liz Curtis Higgs, Dona 
Fisher, and Margaret Feinberg.  Mack Brock will 

lead us in worship, and we’ll enjoy a concert by Big 
Daddy Weave. Sign up today! 

 
To Sign up: Go to 

EngageGodFirst.org/events or 
use the QR code! 

With questions please  
email Pastor Laura 

(lsambrick@engagegodfirst.org).  

Many of our ministries are rebuilding as we come out of 
this difficult season of COVID.  There are so many ways  

to make a difference!  Why not make a short-term 
commitment of 3 months and give it a try?   

Consider it a summer mission project! Help as you are 
able. You may find that you receive far more than you give! 
 

Immediate opportunities: 
 

Caring Connections-Home visitation, telephone calls, 
fellowship hour, data entry. care@engagegodfirst.org 
 
Children’s Ministry-Summer Sunday School teacher 
assistant, Vacation Bible School July 18-22 (many ways to 
serve).  fkickery@engagegodfirst.org 
 
Youth Support Team-Pray, plan, volunteer.  
youth@engagegodfirst.org 

Click here to sign up or  
scan the QR code 

Scan to make  
a difference 

COME GROW WITH US . . . . 

mailto:youth@engagegodfirst.org
engagegodfirst.org/ministries/rightnowmedia
engagegodfirst.org/ministries/rightnowmedia
mailto:lsambrick@engagegodfirst.org
mailto:care@engagegodfirst.org
mailto:fkickery@engagegodfirst.org?subject=Easter%20Egg%20Hunt%20Information
mailto:youth@engagegodfirst.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSesJ5tAJc4X4vxhsL-hR6Kqb2akn8epndAiE7G4oMZAVldgCw/viewform
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Youth Sunday School (grades 6-12) will continue 
to meet regularly throughout the summer months 
at 9:30 AM in the youth room on the lower level of 
the church.   
 
Evening youth group will meet every other week 
starting in July, and then resume regular weekly 
meetings in the fall.   
 
Second Sunday Social - One of the things the 
First Church Youth Group has been enjoying is a 
monthly social event, dubbed the “Second Sunday 
Social”.  On the second Sunday of each month  
we forego a formal lesson in favor of a socially-
oriented special event!  In the last year the group 
went mini-golfing, bowling, we enjoyed a trip to 
Cherry Crest Farms, as well as an assortment of 
game nights with pizza.  There are a number of 
excursions in the planning stages for fall!   

With questions or to be part of youth group,  
please get in touch! 

 

Christian Faux 
Dir. Of Youth & Young Adult Ministries 

Youth@engagegodfirst.org 

 Summer Camp at Gretna Glen  
or Pocono Plateau 

 

Faith Kickery will be a Camp Counselor at 
Pocono Plateau the week of July 31st-August 

6th, so if your child would like to go to camp with 
other First Church friends, that would be a great 
week!  Gretna Glen offers day camps and week 
long sleep over camps for a variety of interests.  

Church camp is a time to make new friends, 
have fun with old friends, and make  

memories for a lifetime! 
 

Scholarships are available.   
Contact the church office (717-394- 
7231 or office@engagegodfirst.org)  

The Digital Ministries department is always 
looking to expand its roster!  We launched the 

livestream of the 10:45 AM service last year and 
since then it has been a successful addition to our 
worship program!  We are reaching those who are 
unable to join for in-person worship, as well as an 
international audience, occasionally getting views 
from Sierra Leone, the Philippines, and the exotic 
land of Canada!  We look forward to  expanding 
our online reach in the coming year, so if you 

have interest, please get in touch!  Youth & adults 
are welcome to give it a try!  Training is provided 
and we work with your schedule of availability! 

 

Christian Faux 
Dir. of Technical Ministries 
youth@engagegodfirst.org 

mailto:youth@engagegodfirst.org
mailto:office@engagegodfirst.org
engagegodfirst.org/events
mailto:youth@engagegodfirst.org
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Caring Connections 
 

After participating in our Lenten Study, “Love Does” and after hearing, by way of the cantata,  
Christ tell his disciples to “Feed my lambs” when Peter responds, “Yes, Lord”  to Christ’s question, 
“Do you love me?”, I began to ponder what we could do to demonstrate OUR love for our Lord. 
 

How could WE feed his lambs?  The idea for “Caring Connections” is the response.  While our online 
ministry helped keep people connected during the worst of the pandemic, people have been slow to 

come back to church in person. We aren’t certain who is still away because of safety concerns, because they are feeling 
neglected, or just because they are out of the habit. So we are looking for people who can help us reinvigorate our efforts 
“To Connect People to Jesus Christ and the Church”.  We will have 4 areas of service:  home visitations, telephone calls, 
fellowship hour management, and data entry to keep track of people’s needs and our contact efforts.  Our goal is to reach, 
before the end of the year, all those who have been absent from worship for the past 6-8 weeks.  We also want to establish 
relationships that will be a vital part of our congregational life into the future. 
 

No commitment to help is too small.  Even volunteering to make one call a week will help.  We’re planning a training session 
with lunch after church on Sunday, June 26th to give you tools to help.  If you are interested, please contact Addie 
Lamberth (717-371-3309 or  addiel1238@comcast.net), Sue MacKenzie (717-945-7651 or sue.mackenzie@comcast.net), 
or the church office (717-394-7231 or office@engagegodfirst.org). 

GREEN TEAM 
UPDATE 

 
The Green Team 
is up and running!   
As many activities 
return to some 
type of pre-Covid 

format, the Green Team is 
stepping up its recycling efforts 
to those prior to the pandemic.    
 

Recyclables from the Anchor 
Lancaster breakfast program will 
continue to be taken to the 
recycling center, as well as paper 
used by the church office, 
Sunday programs, Discovery 
School Corner, and tax ministry.   
Any Styrofoam used during the 
week and during fellowship hour 
can also be placed in the 
designated receptacle in the 
Gathering Place to be taken to 
Dart Container for recycling.  
 

Recycling was only one focus of 
our church Green Team. We 
want to continue pursuing ways 
to Reduce, Reuse and Repurpose 
materials at First Church and 
hopefully relaunch ideas such as 
composting in order to aid our 
facility, our members and our 
community.  If you have a 
passion for sustainability, want to 
make a difference but aren’t sure 
where to contribute, the Green 
Team invites you to join our 
efforts.  Please contact Judy 
Williams (717-823-3296) or Steve 
Franz (717-681-8392) regarding 
your interest. 

 

First Church raised over 
$12,000 in response to the 

crisis in Ukraine! Thank you for 
your generosity once again! 

Let us pray: 
 

God of the past, the present 
and the future, our thoughts 
and prayers are with our 
sisters and brothers in 
Ukraine and the surrounding 
countries in their fear and 
distress. 
 

We pray too for all other 
regions of the world where 
there is conflict, unrest or 
oppression. 
 

We pray that reconciliation 
will overcome hatred, peace 
will conquer war, hope will 
replace despair and that 
your plans for the region will 
be fulfilled, God, in your 
mercy hear our prayer. 

Written for World Day of Prayer by 
the women of England,  

Wales & Northern Ireland,  
on February 25, 2022 

Financial Concerns 
 

The finances of First 
Church have been 
quite healthy for a 
while, but the opening 
months of 2022 have raised some 
concerns to bring to your attention.  
 

First, to celebrate: In 2020 and 2021, 
despite all the problems and shutdowns 
occasioned by the COVID epidemic, 
God’s grace, working through the 
commitment and generosity of our 
members, resulted in some downright 
miraculous outcomes. We were able to 
close both years in the black, while also 
paying off the entire remaining balance 
of our multi-million-dollar debt, AND 
complete more than a million dollars’ 
worth of structural repairs to our 130-
year-old stone towers. Praise God from 
whom all blessings truly flow! And 
thank you for your faithfulness.  
 

Now the concern:  the first four months 
of 2022 saw us receive about $76,000 
less than during the same period in 
2021. We are not certain how much of 
this is due to some families just falling 
behind in their giving or deferring 
giving till later because of concerns 
about the economy, or for other 
reasons.   
 

As we prepare to enter the summer 
months, when our cash flow usually 
diminishes, we ask that you try to catch 
up on your giving, or even consider 
making an extra gift. Also, if there are 
other concerns you wish to discuss that 
are impacting your giving, please feel 
free to contact Pastor Joe or Laura, and 
we will be happy to talk with you.  



There have been some major developments in recent 
months. In March it was announced that the postponed 
General Conference, scheduled to meet this coming 
August, has been postponed yet again, this time for two 
more years, until May 2024.  Consequently, General 
Conference (the governing body of our global 
denomination) cannot consider any of the plans which 
have been submitted to address the deep division in 
United Methodism, including the Protocol on Grace and 
Reconciliation through Separation. This plan, submitted 
by a coalition of progressives, conservatives and others, 
proposed an amicable separation, and the creation of 
two or more denominations to succeed the current 
UMC.  
 
As a result, the division has now entered a new phase. 
The proposed traditional denomination envisioned by the 
Protocol, called the Global Methodist Church (GMC), has 
launched provisionally on May 1st. UMC Bishops have 
publicly acknowledged the impending split: (see https://
www.fox35orlando.com/news/united-methodist-bishops-
acknowledge-breakup-is-imminent).  One annual 
conference in Europe, and an undisclosed number of 
individual congregations, have already left the UMC and 
united with the GMC. In May, more than 100 churches in 
the Florida conference have declared their 
independence from the UMC and likely will soon head to 
court over property. Many more may soon follow the 
same course. Meanwhile, many more congregations 
across the US are now looking at disaffiliating from the 
UMC (using paragraph 2553 in the Discipline) to join the 
GMC or another body, such as the Wesleyan Church; or 
in the case of progressive congregations like Grandview 
in Lancaster, to become independent and align with 
other progressive churches.   
 

In the absence of any denomination-wide policy set by 
General Conference, individual annual conferences and 
bishops are setting their own requirements for churches 
to disaffiliate, which in a number of cases, include 
crippling financial payments. Things are becoming 
chaotic, and many have expressed concern about what 
all this may mean for the future of First Church.  
 
The situation is especially complicated for churches like 
ours, which has a diverse membership which is not of 
one mind on the issues dividing the denomination. Thus, 
the unfolding division of the UMC presents a “lose/lose” 
scenario: if the congregation decides either to firmly stay 
in the UMC, or to pursue transfer to the GMC, it will likely 
lose a significant chunk of people who disagree. A great 
strength of our church is the common commitment we 
have to our many ministries here in the city, and to the 
deep relationships which have formed over the years. 
 
In response to all this, our Administrative Council at its 
May 17th meeting approved the formation of a “Task 
Force on a Third Way.” This new committee will explore 
whether there can be a third option, a creative “win/win” 
to keep our congregation together, perhaps involving a 
semi-autonomous status, while remaining connected to 
both the UMC and GMC. There are several possibilities, 
for which there is precedent, including a “Federated 
Church” model, or a “Union Church” model (for more 
information, see: www.peopleneedjesus.net/2022/03/28/
umc-and-gmc-dual-affiliations-for-the-local-church/. The 
Committee will be assembled shortly and will work over 
the summer. Our goal will be to present its findings to 
the Administrative Council by October. We will keep the 
congregation informed!  
 

Pastor Joe 

United Methodist Schism Update: “Task Force on a Third Way” to Form 

Bishop Asbury to Visit First UMC 
Sunday, June 26th 

 

On June 26, at all three services, we will be visited by Bishop 
Francis Asbury, the pioneer leader and first bishop of American 
Methodism.  Asbury (1745-1816) was sent to America by John 
Wesley in 1771 to minister to the fledgling Methodist movement, 
then just getting established in the new world.  Over the next 45 
years, Asbury would lead and powerfully shape American 
Methodism. Asbury frequently preached in Lancaster County, and 
preached here at First Church at least twice.   
 

Asbury will be portrayed by actor Peyton Dixon, who depicts several 
historic personalities.  He will also give a longer presentation at 
Boehm’s Chapel that same afternoon at 4 PM for Boehms’ annual 
Heritage Sunday celebration.  
 

Plan on joining us! 

Actor Peyton Dixon portraying Bishop Asbury  
at St George’s in Philadelphia 
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The Missions team is active and thriving!   

We have expanded our membership & are 
excited to “relieve suffering”.  We have been 
active with our Welcome Team, walking with  
three Afghan families who are resettling in 

Lancaster.  Much has happened with men being 
employed, children successfully attending school, 
a car donation for one family, and babies on the 
way!!  The Team looks forward to a successful 

baby shower & summer of camp while ensuring 
that Refugee applications are submitted.   

 

The Missions Team has also been investigating 
how to invigorate our dormant Prison Ministry & 

participated in an EPA UMC Prison Ministry 
where we purchased 180 pairs of underwear to 

provide dignity to inmates in Philadelphia prisons.  
 

The AARP tax service assisted hundreds with 
successful completion of their tax returns!  

(see article on page 8) 
 

The team is hopeful that God will continue to lead 
us to help in all the ways we can & we’re grateful 

for all of the prayers, funds and effort that the 
congregation gives us! 

MISSIONS ... 

MamaLand Children’s Village 
in Sierra Leone 
 

A Message from Dorcas Kamanda 
 
"Your gift of $100,000, in helping to build the 
children's village for orphans and destitute 
children, is beyond me. I shouted with joy followed 
by tears as my brain tried to take in what pastor 
Laura was saying to me...My deep and sincere 
thanks to you all and especially to our Lord Jesus 
Christ for such a generous contribution to the 

building of this village.  May Christ’s message continue to grow in our 
lives and in the lives of these children who have suffered so much." 

Global Focus - Sierra Leone 

These are the first 20 children who will live in MamaLand! 

Local Focus - Manifest 

This is an outreach ministry of LUMINA and Lancaster City 
Churches. MANIFEST manifests God’s love and presence in a 
specific struggling community. By buying and renovating 
blighted properties with the help of volunteer crews, MANIFEST 
then sells these homes at a low price with incentives to attract 
first-time, low-income buyers. MANIFEST rebuilds houses and 
builds relationships, witnessing to the redeeming power of God’s 
love! 

               -  -   -   -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  
 

With First UMC's generous grant of $75,000, 
we have been able to pay back the loan for 
our joint project house with IMPACT Missions. 
That means we will be able to split the 
proceeds with IMPACT when the house  
is sold, and roll those funds into other 
affordable housing projects. Previously on 
other projects, we have only been able to 
cover some of the construction costs.  
 

We will be working all summer on 539 Woodward Ave. Our 
Ladies Crew meets on the fourth Saturday of each month 9AM-
Noon. We would like to start a second crew on the second 
Saturday, open to anyone, with or without previous experience 
in construction. Also, IMPACT hosts workers at the house on a 
daily basis, starting at 9:00 AM.  
 

Please contact Rev. Correen Russo at 
correen.lumina@gmail.com for more info. 

 

LUMINA needs YOU!   
 

We are looking for 30 volunteers who can 
help in the process of rebuilding LUMINA's 
outreach to children in the city, starting 
with a Community Day Camp for kids 5-10 
years old from 10AM - 2PM on August 1-5.  
 

The camp will be hosted by New Creation 
UMC (10 W. Farnum St, Lancaster) and will 
include hot lunches and a mid-week field 
trip to Gretna Glen Camp.   
 

We are looking for energetic teens to lead 
singing at worship, as well as adults to 
teach Bible stories, help with crafts, or 
guide children through stations. We will be 
collecting used sneakers of all sizes for our 
mission project, Soles for Souls. Please 
contact Rev. Correen Russo to find out 
more: correen.lumina@gmail.com 
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MISSIONS ... 

BIG NEWS!  After two years of serving carry out breakfast, Anchor Lancaster  
is back to serving an indoor sit-down hot buffet breakfast.  To God be the glory! 

• The Warming Center, 
supported through a 
grant from Community 
Aid,  was open from 
December 8, 2021 to 
April 1, 2022. Throughout 
that time we welcomed 
169 unique individuals.   

 

• During the first quarter of 
2022 we served 9,444 
meals to our hungry 
neighbors and provided 
1,199 showers. 

STATS 

• In February we welcomed Stan Shenk 
as Kitchen Manager.  Stan retired from 
42 years as general manager of 
Stauffers.  Anchor Lancaster is 
delighted to have Stan on board. He   
is a wonderful addition to our staff.  
Email: Kitchen@AnchorLancaster.org  

 

• In May we said goodbye to our 
assistant Kate Shell who began as a 
summer intern from F&M last summer 
and then was hired to work through 
the Fall and Spring semesters.  Kate 
worked diligently to train volunteers, 
organize the Food Truck event and 
everything else that was thrown on her 
desk.  She will be greatly missed. 

 

• Anchor Lancaster is thrilled to 
welcome Kelly Gibble to work in the 
office 10 hours per week beginning in 
late May.  Kelly is the mother of 4 
children and has been part of the 
Tuesday Volunteer team.  Kelly will 
continue to volunteer and work a few 
hours on Mondays, Wednesdays & 
Thursdays.   

      Email: assistant@Anchorlancaster.org 

STAFF NEWS 
• The support Anchor Lancaster 

receives from the Clark Foundation 
is a huge part of our success.  We 
are humbled to be one of the 20 
local organizations that benefited 
from this year’s Derby Day 
fundraiser.  We  received $50,000 
from the Clark Foundation to 
continue the work of feeding our 
hungry neighbors. Thank you Clark 
Foundation for being an Anchor to 
Anchor Lancaster! 

 

• Our first Food Truck event on   
May 5 was a great evening of 
gathering together old and new 
friends.  Thank you to all who came 
out for a fun evening of food and 
music in support of Anchor 
Lancaster. 

 

• Our next fundraiser is an Auction 
Gala on Friday, October 7 at Bent 
Creek.  It’s followed by Extra Give 
here at First Church on Friday, 
November 18.  More information 
on both these events will be posted 
through emails, social media and 
church publications in the coming 
months.   

THANK YOU! 

At First Church, our tax season ran from February 8 to April 15.  We were open  
3 days/week, one day devoted to scheduling appointments and two days 
preparing tax returns.  
 

We prepared 424 federal tax returns, including 15 from 2019 & 2020.  Total 
refunds for our clients equaled $528,657.  We consulted about 20 persons for 
which we did not prepare a return.  We calculated that we saved our clients a 
total of $97,400 in tax preparation fees for an average of $229 per taxpayer.  
 

Our local group covered 7 locations (including FUMC) and filed 1075 federal 
returns with total refunds of $1,386,406.  We had 34 tax preparers.  
 

A special word of thanks to Steve Franz who organized 9 remarkable women who served as facilitator-greeters  
at the door each day we were open from 8:30am-4:00pm.  Without their help, we would have been unable to 
provide this service.  Also, a special thank you to our church office staff who fielded phone calls and messages 
during the season.  
 
Finally, thank you to the congregation of First Church for providing a superior location in which to do taxes at no 
cost to our team and our clients! 
 

Bill Crabtree, Local Coordinator 

 Tax Prep at First Church 

mailto:Kitchen@AnchorLancaster.org
mailto:assistant@anchorlancaster.org
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Summer Choir 
 

During the months of June, July & August, the 
Summer Choir presents an anthem each week for 
the 10:45 service.  The choir rehearses at 9:30 in 
the choir room, preparing the anthem for the 
day.  The choir sits in the congregation and does 
not wear robes.  You can sing every week or just 
once in the summer.  It is great way to become 
part of the FUMC music family.  There is no 
audition.  All are welcome, but the ability to read 
music is helpful.  Lift your voice in praise with the 
Summer Choir! 

Summer Art Experiences 
 

Join Brian Lehman for some on location art making 
experiences at a variety of Lancaster County sites 

this Summer.  Beginning July12th and running each 
consecutive Tuesday for the following 3 weeks, this 

art-making experience is open to any age 
participant.  Students 12 and under should have an 

accompanying adult.  Each week, Brian will have 
supplies for participating students ready to use at 

each location.  Everyone is responsible for their own 
transportation to and from the following sites… 

  
Tuesday, July 12th 

Sam Lewis State Park, meet at the pavilion 
 

Tuesday, July 19th 
Lancaster County Convention Center 

Penn Square Lancaster, meet in the lobby  
 

Tuesday, July 26th 
Amos Herr Park, Landisville, PA 

meet in the parking lot at the tennis courts 
 

Tuesday, August 2nd 
To Be Determined 

  

Classes will run from 4:00 – 6:00 PM 
The sessions are rain or shine. 

 

Register by emailing Brian 
(brianslehman@gmail.com)    

 
Feel free to bring folding chairs and any drinks or 

snacks to sustain you during our art making efforts.   
No experience, skill or knowledge is necessary. 
Come enjoy the outdoors and leave with a visual 

record of your experience!  Hope to see you there! 

MUSIC & THE ARTS ... 

mailto:brianlehman@gmail.com
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Discovery Corner Preschool is wrapping up its 30th year serving children and 
families in our community – and what a year it’s been! With the pandemic winding 
down and seemingly behind us, DCP was able to welcome 43 children to the preschool 
this year. It felt so good to be back to ‘normal’ times; where children could play on the 
floor building big block towers or sit together reading a good book. And seeing all the 
smiling faces was so much sweeter than it’s ever been!  
 

While we couldn’t return to field trips this year, we were able to gather to celebrate fun 
events such as our fall harvest party, the very special birth of Jesus at Christmastime, 
Valentine’s Day and all the love it brings, and Easter when we joyfully rejoiced in the 
good news of the resurrection. These routine holidays may be old hat to most of us, 

but to preschoolers who are just beginning their journey in this world they are filled with wonder, excitement, awe 
and joy, and we were thrilled to be able to experience all of these holidays together as a school.  
 

The school year has flown by, and on May 26th we’ll send 15 PreK graduates off to kindergarten! Many of these 
kiddos have been with us for three years and while we are sad to see them go, we know that God has prepared 
them for their next steps in life and we are honored to have been a part of that process.  
 

Looking ahead to summer, DCP will be hosting two week-long summer camps to reinforce academic and social 
skills over the summer break. We will be serving 16 children at the camps and look forward to many fun 
adventures!  
 

Discovery Corner staff continue to be immensely thankful to First Church and the congregation for all the 
cooperation, support, prayer, and love that are generously given to us. As a staff we feel blessed and humbled to 
partner with local parents during their child’s precious preschool years, and we are grateful to ‘do life’ with such a 
supportive surrounding church family.  
 

Mandee Culp, DCP Director  
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Weddings, Births, 
Baptisms 

 

Photos of the important 
transitions of life are such fun to 
share with your church family! 
 

Email those wonderful 
pictures to 
kgs.130@gmail.com 
and then look for them 
in the weekly emails!. 

Addresses & Phone 
Numbers 

 

Did you know that you can 
access the Church Directory 
on our website?  When you 
want to call a friend but forgot 
the number, the First Church 
Directory comes to the rescue!   
 

Go to www.engagegodfirst.org 
“About”, then “directory”. The 
password is 17602.   
 

And when you change your 
address or email or phone 
number,  please be certain to 
contact the Church Office!   
717-394-7231 or 
office@engagegodfirst.org 

You’re invited to the First Church Book Club!  
 

Every month, on the third Friday morning at 9:30 AM at the church, Book Club 
readers come together to discuss a selected work. The books will transport you to 
other lands, other people, other ways of living. At the end of each discussion, the 

question is asked "Where did you see the hand of God in the story?" 
 

You are welcome to join the discussions!  With questions,  
please contact Katherine Spear at kgs.130@gmail.com. 

 

Our upcoming reads include: 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS ... 

First UMC Columbarium 
Accepting Applications! 

 

Our beautiful Columbarium  
is open for purchase of final 

resting spaces.  We have the 
only indoor columbarium in  

the city, which makes it even 
more special.     

 

We’re very excited for this 
opportunity to provide a unique 
and beautiful location for final 

resting spaces for our 
members. Please contact  

the office or email 
finance@engagegodfirst.org 

with questions and for an 
application. 

You’re invited to join the lively book discussion,  
led by Valerie Cifuni on July 15th, 9:30 AM in Rm 240 

 
THE PARIS LIBRARY by Janet Skeslien Char 

 

Paris, 1939: Young and ambitious Odile Souchet seems to have the 
perfect life with her handsome police officer beau and a dream job at 
the American Library in Paris. When the Nazis march into the city, 
Odile stands to lose everything she holds dear, including her beloved 
library. Together with her fellow librarians, Odile joins the Resistance 
with the best weapons she has: books. But when the war finally ends, 
instead of freedom, Odile tastes the bitter sting of unspeakable 
betrayal. 
 

Montana, 1983: Lily is a lonely teenager looking for adventure in small
-town Montana. Her interest is piqued by her solitary, elderly neighbor 
As Lily uncovers more about her neighbor’s mysterious past, she finds 
that they share a love of language, the same longings, and the same 
intense jealousy, never suspecting that a dark secret from the past 
connects them. 
 

“A love letter to Paris, the power of books, and the beauty of 
intergenerational friendship”, The Paris Library shows that 

extraordinary heroism can sometimes be found in the quietest places. 

August 19:  THE WAR NURSE  
     by Tracey Enerson Wood 
 

September 16:  THE DAY THE WORLD CAME  
     TO TOWN:  9/11 IN GANDER  
     NEWFOUNDLAND by Jim DeFede 
 

October 21:  THE MAGNIFICENT AMBERSONS  
     by Booth Tarkington (a classic) 
 
November 18:  THE BETRAYAL OF ANNE  
     FRANK: A Cold Case Investigation by  
     Rosemary Sullivan 
 
December:  TBA 
 
January 20:  THROUGH THE SHADOWLANDS:  
     The Love Story of C.S.Lewis & Joy Davidman  
     by Brian Sibley 
 
February 17:  THE EXTRAORDINARY LIFE OF  
     SAM HELL by Robert Dugoni 
 
March 17:  THE WOMEN’S MARCH  
     by Jennifer Chiaverini 
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Spark imagination and kick creativity into high gear at Spark 
Studios VBS. Kids will learn they are Created In Christ and 
Designed For God's Purposes!  
 
God’s creativity didn’t stop in Genesis. The Master Artist is 
working to redeem, reclaim, and transform us–His creation–to the 
design He planned for us. Kids will see the beautiful truth that 
they are God’s workmanship as they learn to use their talents to 
bring glory to Him. 
 
Go to EngageGodFirst.org/Events to register today! 
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