


   As our Capital Campaign has been underway, we 

have been remembering the amazing heritage of our 

211-year old congregation, its trials and triumphs (like 

overcoming a devastating fire in the 1940s) and the 

many saints who have been part of our story. One 

who has been the subject of my attention on and off 

for about five years is Rev. Levi Scott (1802-1882), who 

was our District Superintendent from 1845 to 1848. The 

congregation had completed a new church building 

on Duke Street in 1842, but was so deeply in debt that 

it was in danger of losing the building at sheriff’s sale. 

Rev. Scott worked closely with the church throughout 

his tenure to help them raise funds and avoid 

foreclosure. Scott later became a bishop, and I 

recently completed a short biography of him, entitled, 

Wide Views and Loving Heart: The Life and Ministry OF 

Bishop Levi Scott. (The book is available at the church 

for purchase; proceeds benefit the EPA Historical 

Society and First UMC). 
 

   Scott’s greatest gift was to appoint in 1846 an 

assistant pastor named Andrew Manship, who was 

known for his fundraising abilities. Manship later wrote 

that he did not look forward to what he called this 

“unenviable field, when I ascertained that my chief 

work was to raise money – to go from place to place 

[with]... an unwelcome message.” But he did just that, 

and with gusto. During the summer, he embarked on a 

“begging tour” to Methodist camp meetings in 

Maryland, Delaware and Pennsylvania to help keep 

First Church afloat. At a camp meeting not far from 

Coventryville, Chester County, he mentioned that the 

Roman Catholic community had its eyes on the 

building if it went up for sale. Manship later recalled,  
 

   An elderly sister enthusiastically responded, “I’ve got 

ten cents. Glory to God. The Catholics shall not have 

the church.” She handed me the dime… Ten cents, 

thought I, to save the church! But it was like “the 

widow’s mite,” all she had, and I accepted it 

gratefully. A gentleman seated near her was much 

amused by her innocent expression, but, taking five 

dollars from his pocket, asked that it might be placed 

with the gift of the simple-hearted sister. Others 

followed his example, and the result was a good 

collection. 
 

   Thanks to Scott, Manship, and innumerable others, 

both members and friends, the church survived, 

eventually paid of the debt, and in the 1890s built our 

present sanctuary. It is through that same kind of 

sacrifice, perseverance and commitment that we will 

pass the torch of our community and ministry to future 

generations.  
 

Pastor Joe 
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                            How Do I Manage Both Commitments and Why? 
 
   Why would we even consider asking people to fill out two Commitment Cards at the same 

time?  We believe giving, whether to debt, building or ministry always flows from a spirit of 

gratitude in response to God’s blessings.   When asked in a clear way, we trust God’s people to 

make God-centered and spirit-led decisions about all giving, as together we ask “God, what do 

you want to do through me?”   If together we pray for God’s leading, First Church will have 

everything it needs for debt and ministry.  Finally, in doing both cards together, we can clearly say that the 

annual ministry card (budget/operating expense card) is the most important card you will fill out!  If you can’t 

give to debt without taking from your regular giving, then don’t give to the debt.   
 

   “So how do I do both cards?”   In a spirit of gratitude, pray “God, what do you want to do through me?”   Ask 

God, based on the blessings in my life what do you want me to give?   Begin with the card for operating 

expenses and prayerfully consider giving an increased percentage of your income to the church for ongoing 

ministry.  Then begin asking, what gift over and above can I give to help eliminate our debt.  

Passing on Our Legacy 
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A Planetarium Dome Advent Experience For All Ages! 
 

                     Hosted by Greg Anderson of  

Sunday, December 2nd 
First United Methodist Church 

Celebration Center 

Show Times  1:30, 2:45, 4:00 
Spaghetti Dinner @12:30 pm  
 Event and Dinner are FREE. 

 A free-will offering to benefit our Youth Ministry will be collected. 
 

Reservations Required and Limited to 50 per Show 
(Please note seating is on the floor.  Limited chairs are available) 

 
 

www.EngageGodFirst.org • 717-394-7231 

In this Christmas-themed program, we'll travel back in  
time and across the world to examine both the faith-based  

and scientific evidence for the "Star of Wonder" that  
announced the birth of a very special baby. 

First United Methodist Church Family Ministry Presents 

http://cosmic-adventures.com/index.php
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  Mark your calendars for this year’s 

Extraordinary Give on Friday, November 16. 
 

A collaborative “Breakfast for Dinner” with 

Anchorage Breakfast, LUMINA and Shalom will 

be held at FUMC in the Celebration center 

beginning at 5:30 p.m. on November 16.   
 

Guests will be treated to a delicious 

assortment of  breakfast foods while enjoying music by Sound of 

Roses.  An eclectic group of horns and vocals & featuring our 

own Pastor Joe and Pastor Walt Umberger of Colemansville 

UMC will be a highlight.  
 

Please contact Sue Grimm Mattox (Sgimm1028@gmail.com  

or 717-575-6414) if interested in volunteering to help make the 

evening a success! 
 

In the last six years the Extraordinary Give has raised over 31 

million dollars for charitable causes in Lancaster.  Last year 

Anchorage earned $15,000! 
 

• A delightful evening was enjoyed by those that attended 

the Silver, Wood and Ivory concert here at First Church on 

Friday, October 5. Over $2,000 was raised to benefit the 

Anchorage Breakfast Program! 
 

• Servants’ Breakfast Blend Coffee makes a nice hostess gift 

to give over the holidays.  Coffee is available in both 

regular and decaf.  Purchase of Coffee benefit the 

Anchorage Breakfast Program.  A coffee stand is located in 

the church lobby.  
 

• LuLaroe clothing sale to benefit Anchorage Breakfast will be 

held at FUMC on the following dates: 
 

     Tuesday, February 6 - 9:30 - 11:00 a.m. 

     Wednesday, February 7 - 9:30 - 11:00 a.m. 

      Saturday, February 9 - 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
 

     The last LuLaroe event raised almost $700! 
 

• Sale at Lancaster Brethren in Church on Fruitville Pike will be 

held on Saturday, March 30.  Please save your good stuff to 

benefit Anchorage ! 

Saturdays & Sorting Days 
 

On a typical Saturday morning, volunteers  
are needed to pull out the clothing racks, 
arranging the store to allow customers to 

move freely.  The volunteers will also sort and 
organize any donations that are left in the 

area.  Selling the clothing and making change 
is also part of the job.  Some volunteers will 

make coffee in the morning for the customers 
coming to shop.  There is a list provided as to 

how much items in the shop will sell for.   
 

We are also looking for any individuals  
willing to come anytime during the week to 

organize, sort and arrange donations. 
 

All money made in the shop benefits  
the youth group. 

 
A sign up link is below for the next few 

months.  With questions, contact Laura Meisl: 
facilitites@engagegodfirst.org.  Thank you! 

 
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/4090d4ba8ae2fa0fe3-thrift1  

 

You always show me the 

path of life. You will fill 

me with joy when I am 

with you.  Psalm 16:11 NIRV 

BIBLE SUNDAY 
November 18 @ 9:30 & 10:45 

Children and Youth in Preschool, Grades 2, 6, 12, and 
those who have not previously received a Bible will 
receive an age-appropriate Bible during the service! 

 

  To help us prepare, please provide  your child’s Full Name, 
Grade, and Service you will be attending by November 9th. 

 

Minister to Families & Children 
Chris Phillips [cphillips@EngageGodFirst.org] 

or 
Minister to Youth & Youth Adults 

Samuel Longmire [slongmire@EngageGodFirst.org] 



GOING BEYOND “WISHFUL RECYCLING” AT FUMC 

Help Us Follow the New Recycling Guidelines  

   The recent changes in recycling have 

caused many of us to rethink our recycling 

habits at home, work and at church.  We 

catch ourselves asking “Can I recycle this 

now?” as we answer “I hope so” and drop 

the item in the recycling bin.  One Green 

Team member calls this “Wishful Recycling”.  

We’re not sure if the item is recyclable, but 

wish it were.  This can actually do more harm 

than good, causing many tons of 

recyclables to end up in landfills rather than 

be recycled.   
 

   To help members and guests at FUMC with 

the new guidelines, we have placed easy-to

-read labels on our many recycling 

containers.  We hope this will help everyone 

with proper disposal of recyclables and 

trash. 
 

 

 

 

 

Here’s what to recycle at FUMC: 
 

In the church kitchen, recycle “The Big 4” 

and chipboard.  

 Corrugated cardboard 

 Plastic bottles and jugs with necks 

 Metal food and beverage cans 

 Glass jars and bottles 

 Chipboard 
 

In classrooms, offices, Celebration Center, 

Gathering Place and Fellowship Hall, recycle 

the last 3 of “The Big 4”. 

 Plastic bottles and jugs with necks 

 Metal food and beverage cans 

 Glass jars and bottles 
 

In the main office and classroom hallways, 

recycle office paper. 

 Look for the large green bins labeled 

“office paper” 
 

Empty and rinse containers  

and remove lids, please! 

Thank you for helping us be good citizens, as well as Earth stewards! 

The FUMC Green Team 

 
 

A Note Yet Unsung  

by Tamera Alexander 

 

Discussion, led by 

Martha Adams, on 

Friday November 16th 

 

 

 

A master violinist trained in Vienna, Rebekah Carrington manages to 

wheedle her way into an audition with the maestro at the newly-formed 

Nashville Philharmonic. But women are "far too fragile and frail" for the 

rigors of an orchestra, and Rebekah's hopes are swiftly dashed because the 

conductor bows to public opinion.  Nationally acclaimed conductor 

Nathaniel Tate Whitcomb is Nashville's new orchestra leader. And despite 

a reluctant muse--and a strange buzzing and recurring pain in his head--

he must finish composing his symphony before the grand opening of the 

city's new opera hall. But far more pressing, he must finish it for his father, 

who is dying.  Tate believes Rebekah can help him finish his symphony. 

But how do you win back a woman's trust when you've robbed her of her 

dream? 

  Join us any time!   
We meet on the 3rd 

Friday of each month 
at 9:30 a.m. in the 

church library. We’d 
love you to be part of 

the discussion! 
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To All CHAIRPERSONS and SECRETARIES of Standing and Short Term Committees: Paper copies of minutes and 

supporting documents are missing in the church Archives for multiple committees. We expect you know who 

you are. In some cases we have no records for 6-8 years. Most likely    minutes are being sent out electronically. 

We hope someone is keeping a paper copy. We encourage all committee secretaries to give us hard copy of 

minutes. Technology will change over the years, PAPER will not! We risk losing a record of the important work 

of our local church committees. Please make this a priority and place paper copies in the church office addressed 

to Jean Yrigoyen, Chairperson, Archives, when you have an opportunity. Many thanks! 
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CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS & NORFOLK PINES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In Memory of  _______________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________     
 
In Honor of _______________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________     
 
Presented by   _______________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________     
 
 Poinsettia      # _____    at  $15.00 each  
 
 Norfolk Pine  #  _____   at $15.00 each  
 
 Amount Enclosed      __________________ 
 

Please make checks payable to First United Methodist Church 
  
 

   Send form and payment by Sunday, November 25th to:   
 

  Mrs. Paulie Bird 
 60 New Garden Ave,  
 Lancaster, PA  17603-4760   
 

 Pick up your plant following the Christmas Eve services 
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Youth Sunday School  
meets every Sunday morning at 9:30 am in  

Fellowship Hall. There students and teachers take 

time to pray together before breaking out into 

separate high school and middle school classes. The 

high school class (grades 9-12) is currently studying 

the miracles of Jesus under teachers Paul Richer and 

Wayne Betty in Room L01.  Middle school class 

(grades 6-8) is studying the fruits of the Spirit under 

teachers Susan Seavey, Teresa Sakrudkar,  

& Marge Kuhn in Room L02. 

Adult Sunday School Classes 
 

Christian Journey 

Rm 232 - leaders Doug Ockrymiek & Wanda Whare  
 

This class welcomes all ages! The group encourages 

discussion leading to deeper understanding and 

spiritual growth using books, DVDs, and guest 

speakers. Our study in November will be from  

Henri Nouwen’s “Reaching Out.” 
  

God’s Wild Kingdom 

Rm 240 - leaders Jeff & Kathy Steed 
 

This energetic group, some of whom are parents  

of middle school and high school aged children, has 

several guest teachers throughout the year, as well 

as DVD-based studies on how to life out our faith in 

the world. Our program for November is “ 

The Power of a Whisper” by Bill Hybels. 
  

Koinonia Class 

Rm 201 – leaders Nancy Bradley,  

Regina Karshin &  John Bradley 
 

 This group of professionals and recently retired 

members discuss many different current and 

poignant themes throughout the year and is led by 

class members and guest teachers. In November, 

 we will study the book of Maccabees. 
  

Wesleyan Class 

Rm 214 – leaders John & Katherine Spear,  

Martha Adams, Carol Pyfer & Ron Trout 
 

This is a highly dedicated, motivated, and large 

group of retired members who study several different 

DVD-based curriculums on life and faith and is led  

by class members and guest speakers each 

Sunday. Our November study is ““The Jesus  

We Hardly Know” led by Dave Myers. 

Classes meet at 9:30 a.m. 

Children’s Sunday School   
 

Ages 4 and under meet in our nursery for  

an hour of fun and Bible stories! 
 

Preschoolers through 3rd grade gather together  

in Room 209 (upstairs) for opening songs and 

fun! Their teachers will then take them to their 

classrooms, where parents will pick them up at  

10:30 a.m. Pick up rooms: Kindergarten & 1st graders- 

Room 207; 2nd & 3rd graders- Room 205  
 

4th & 5th graders will not attend the opening with  

the younger students, but instead go directly to  

their classroom (Room 206) for their own class! 
 

We invite our children to attend church with their 

families at the 10:45 a.m. service. Activity bags are 

available at the Welcome Center for children to  

work on during the service. If your child completes 

the sermon & service activity sheet included in  

the bag, they may take it to the Welcome Center 

after worship and get a prize! 

Nursery Care is available at all three worship services 

for little ones 4 years old and younger. The nursery is 

located on the 1st floor, across from the sanctuary. 

All elementary age students must be 

signed in by their parents on our computer 

system located at Rm 206. 



Your Staff at First Church! 

6 

REV. JOE DIPAOLO, SENIOR PASTOR- 

Pastor Joe leads First Church through 

preaching, worship leadership, visioning, 

supervising staff, and engaging in pastoral 

care. He also serves on a variety of 

denominational and ecumenical boards. 

REV. JANET SADDEL, ASSOCIATE PASTOR- 

Pastor Janet leads the ministries of Christian 

Formation & Discipleship, Mission and 

Evangelism. 

CHRIS PHILLIPS,  MINISTER TO 

FAMILIES & CHILDREN- Chris works 

with the Children's Sunday school, 

family events and Upward Basketball. 

SAMUEL LONGMIRE, MINISTER TO 

YOUTH & YOUNG ADULTS- Samuel has a 

great passion to reach people for Christ!  He 

will work with our Youth and Young Adults 

to share his love of the Lord and His plan for 

the young people of our church! 

DR. BRIAN NORCROSS, WORSHIP & 

MUSIC DIRECTOR- Brian is the Director of 

Music and oversees all musical activities for 

sanctuary worship.  He directs the Chancel 

Choir, selects music, hymns, service music, 

musicians, administers sound and light for 

sanctuary services. 

JOE  ANTHONY,  CONTEMPORARY 

WORSHIP LEADER—Joe leads 

Contemporary Worship at First Church. 

PETER OMUNDSEN, ORGANIST, BELL 

& YOUTH CHOIR DIRECTOR 

Peter is the church organist and is the 

longest tenured staff member at First 

Church. He directs the Chapel (youth) 

Choir and the Wesley Handbell Choir. 

KAREN SENKOWSKI,  DIR. OF 

CONGREGATION CARE- Karen 

coordinates all aspects of pastoral 

care for First Church, including 

hospital and home visitation, 

transportation to appointments 

and Sunday services, providing 

meals, prayer shawls, grief care, 

and sending cards & care packages. 

JAN BETTY, DIR. OF CHILDREN'S 

CHOIRS- Jan directs the Carol Choir 

for children in 3rd - 6th grade, & the 

Cherub Choir, for children 3 years 

old through 2nd grade. 

BRIAN LEHMAN, DIR. OF 

WORSHIP ARTS- Brian endeavors 

to activate the visual arts in the 

worship experience. First Church's 

goal of connecting people to 

their faith through the arts is 

paramount in his role, which he 

does through classes, art shows, 

live art & seasonal installations. 

MATTHEW SUTER,  PASTORAL 

& ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT  

Matthew oversees  IT and 

financial controls, as well as other 

office and pastoral support. 

SHARON HEAGY, CHURCH 

SECRETARY- Sharon handles the 

clerical needs of the staff and 

congregation, and assists those 

who come to the church during 

the week.  She is in charge of the 

bulletin, newsletter and keeping 

the information flowing. 

KATHERINE SPEAR,  

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY- 

Katherine's primary role is to 

oversee care for the membership 

records of First Church, but she 

serves in many capacities to help 

First Church run smoothly. 
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LAURA MEISL, FACILITIES MANAGER 

Laura coordinates all aspects of the 

building, calendar, rentals, events and 

custodians. This includes working with 

the Trustees and the Mighty Men to 

maintain the building and grounds. 

LIBBY BARRINGER,  DISCOVERY 

CORNER PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR 

Libby directs the Discovery Corner 

Preschool Program at First Church.   

SANDY GIBBS, BOOKKEEPER 

Sandy oversees all financial 

bookkeeping at First Church. 

KATHY OCKRYMIEK, FINANCE 

ASSISTANT- Kathy primary 

responsibility is financial 

oversight at First Church. She 

reviews transactions, reports and 

estimates future financial needs. 

GEORGE JOHNSON, 

WEEKDAY CUSTODIAN– 

George is all over the church 

during weekday afternoons 

and evenings cleaning, setting 

up, and helping the many 

people who use our church 

during the week.   

SAM STONER, WEEKEND 

CUSTODIAN- You will see  

Sam on the weekends cleaning, 

setting up, and making sure 

First Church is ready for our 

guests on Sunday mornings. 

Your Staff at First Church! 

Beginning Sunday November 18th, 
an “Angel Tree” will be in the 

Gathering Place with the names  
of 50 children, their ages, sizes,  

& gift suggestions on cards hanging 
on the tree.  To participate, you 

pick a card, shop for the suggested 
gift, and bring the card & gift back 

to the church by Monday, 
December 10th.  The gifts will be 
delivered to the children before 

Christmas so they have a gift  
under the tree on Christmas Day! 

http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/tray-bon-96872641/?no-ist=
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/tray-bon-96872641/?no-ist=


10 

Marriage of  
John Lucente & 
Morgan Hafer  

 

August 25, 2018 

Marriage of Rory Lipsett  
& Jennifer Vogt 

October 14, 2018 

 

 

Birthdays! 
November 14 - Carol Fleming 
November 15 - Wilma Beesley  
November 15 - David Hayward 
November 23 - Art Buchholz 
November 24 - Elinor Nicholas 

Anniversaries! 
October 8, 1968 - Bill and Ruth Wood -  50 yrs 
November 18 - Bob & Kay Troxell - 68 yrs. 
November 25 - Durwood & Betty Helms - 51 yrs 

 

Keeping 
Up With 

our 
Church 
Family! 

Address Change: 
Audrey Brinton 
4 Conestoga Drive, Rm 143 
Lititz, PA  17543  
 

Esther Ebright 
8 Conestoga Dr., #313 
Lititz, PA  17543 
 

David Grove 
2109 Wordsworth Dr., #A 
Austen, TX  78704-6723, 
 

Mark & Mollie Schimmel 
250 Ashland Pl Apt 34P 
Brooklyn, NY  11217-4331 

Marriages 

Samuel Longmire & Laura Brubaker   
- October 20, 2018. 
 

Restored to Membership 

Patricia Mentzer - 642 W Walnut St., Apt 1, 
Lancaster, 17603 
 

Transferred 

Linda Mamourian to St. Luke's Episcopal 
Church,  Mount Joy, PA 

New Babies! 
Airabella Dior Mendez was 
born to Ricky Mendez & Bobbi 
Bentzel on August 15, 
2018.  Brother Bentlee 
welcomes her into the family. 
 

Benjamin Austin Beittel was 
born to Andrew & Amanda 
Beittel on October 6, 2018.  
Julie Beittel is the grateful 
grandmother. 
 

Olivia Grace Sadrudkar-
Ehrhart, daughter of Minalli 
Sadrudkar & Jacob Ehrhart, 
born on September 29, 2018 
to her excited family! 
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Bride - Evan Michael Drexler 

Groom - Samuel Longmire 
 

The Youth Group surprised 

Youth Director, Samuel 

Longmire, with a wedding 

shower at a recent youth 

group night!  Games were 

played (much to Samuel’s 

delight!), good food was 

served, and many wonderful 

memories were made!   
 

Samuel & Laura (Brubaker) 

Longmire were married on 

Saturday October 20th! 

https://www.pen-del.org/brochure
https://www.pen-del.org/brochure
mailto:youth@engagegodfirst.org


Fifteen youth and chaperones from Naeri 

Methodist Church in Inchon, South Korea were 

guests of First United Methodist Church on 

Saturday, October 13 & Sunday, October 14. 
 

On Saturday, the group traveled from New York 

City to Lancaster via Hershey’s Chocolate World.  

Attendees of First Church’s first pilgrimage to South 

Korea in 2017 participated in the visit. 
 

On Saturday, the group toured the Amish House 

and Barn followed by dinner at Plain and Fancy.  

At the youths’ request, a post dinner visit to the 

Disney Store at Rockvale Outlet was arranged!  On 

Sunday morning, the group toured the church with 

an emphasis on the Appenzeller Chapel,  

attended the 10:45 worship service, and were 

guests at a covered dish luncheon.  In the 

afternoon, they went to the Fulton Theater to see 

“Treasure Island” and then joined our Youth Group 

for dinner, games, and great fellowship! 
 

For those of us who went to S. Korea, it was a 

wonderful opportunity to repay the Naeri 

congregation for the delightful hospitality that they 

gave to us.  For our youth it was a blessed 

experience to interact with fellow Christians from 

another part of the world! 



 

“What is truth?” retorted Pilate. (John 18:38) 
 

   Though history has vilified Pilate for 
sentencing Jesus to death, it’s not hard to 
understand his scoffing here at the idea that 
Truth could be a clear choice. Consider the 
“realities” that face the Roman governor:  
1) Many of the Jewish leaders have friends in 
high-ranking places within the Jerusalem 
aristocracy. They don’t ask for Roman aid 
lightly and without any political clout. 2) Pilate 
doesn’t find Jesus guilty of any capital crime. 
But his job isn’t to safeguard individual liberties. Rather it is 
to insure the Pax Romana – the “peace” of Roman law that 
simultaneously brooks no rebellion while maintaining the 
briskness of business. 3) How does Pilate even know that 
the Jewish High Council is wrong about Jesus being 
“dangerous”? Pilate himself is ill at ease in Jesus’ presence. 
In John 19:10 he will even exclaim with incredulity, “Don’t 
you know that I have the power to set you free or to crucify 
you?” What kind of a man doesn’t fear crucifixion? 
 

   Is it any surprise that Pilate chooses the path “the facts of 
his life” dictates? He can’t afford pursuing “truth” without 
undermining the ground on which he has built his world. 
What brought this scene to mind for me was our nation’s 
recent “search for the truth” in the Judge Kavanaugh case. 
The issue captivated our attention with all the important 
questions it raised. Is this yet another case of male abuse? 
Are the women credible accusers? Are we accountable for 
the mistakes of our youth relevant to our work as adults? 
Has the political environment of outrage against verified 
misconduct made it too easy to indict someone without 
cause? Is a person who feels falsely charged entitled to a 
belligerent self-defense? (Note: not a tactic Jesus used). 
But considering that the Senate voted almost entirely along 
party lines, I wonder whether the senators’ attitude toward 
“truth” somewhat aligned with Pilate’s. Were our senators 
actually searching for Truth or merely seeking facts to 
bolster their respective party lines? 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s easy to be cynical like Pilate and wonder 
what “truth” has to do with anything that 
happens in government. Yet, we have to admit 
that even in ordinary life, Truth is often elusive. 
Whether in a courtroom trial or simply two 
people remembering the past differently, much 
of the time, the truth we seek can’t be reduced 
to reliable, verifiable facts. Does this mean we 
should give it up as a lost cause? Isn’t this what 
ultimately leads people to say: there are no 
absolutes? Isn’t this what also leads people to 
conclude there is no God, because the Deity’s 
existence can’t be proved true? 

 

   Jack Nicholson’s character in “A Few Good Men,” declares 
passionately, “You can’t handle the truth!” Truth is difficult for 
us to face, but that is because, much like relating to God, 
confronting Truth (with that capital T) requires openness to 
seeing beyond the worldview we’ve constructed to make 
sense of the “facts” of our lives. Too often we try to equate 
that perspective with truth and end up wielding it like a 
weapon to prove our ways or thinking superior to others’. 
When we build our world on premises that support the way 
we want the world to function and “make” them our truth,  
we end up so protective of our own fancies that we can lose 
our touchstone with reality. (Consider the Church’s uneasy 
relationship with scientists like Galileo and Darwin.) 
 

   On the other hand, if we open ourselves to perceive the 
Truth that exists apart from each of us, we learn to see the 
world with wider eyes. Because of our fear of the unknown, 
we collect “facts” we think will enable us to predict and 
control the circumstances of our lives. Truth reminds us  
that such attempts to mastermind our destiny are not only 
foolish, but not even self-serving. Real Truth has the power 
not merely to vanquish our dark fears with light but also to 
transform and ultimately reconcile us to God and each other. 
Inviting Truth to function in this way takes courage because 
Truth can always trump our long held “facts of life.” Most of 
all, however, it takes faith – and not necessarily even 
understanding – that Truth will always render the best 
outcome, not matter what it may cost us. 
 

   As Jesus went on to demonstrate, what the “facts” foretell 
as losing, Truth proves victorious in ways we can’t even 
imagine. 

What 
Is 

Truth? 

We are including a column from a recent blog post by author Katie Hoyt McNabb, whom you may remember 
spoke at our church two years ago, in connection with her book, “Does It Really Say That in the Bible?”  

(WestBow Press, 2014), a thoughtful introduction to the Bible for laypeople. (Copies can be obtained from 
Pastor Joe). You can learn more at www.facebook.com/Author-Katie-Hoyt-McNabb-1473116102939321/ 
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Blanket Sunday,  

November 4th 
Comfort in times of crisis  

 

Our First Church family is invited  

to share in “Blanket Sunday” on 

November 4th!  This annual outreach 

by our United Methodist Women 

provides blankets to those in need 

throughout the world.  Donations can 

be made to this vital outreach by 

making your check payable to “United 

Methodist Women”  and using the 

special envelope that will be available 

that day.  Thank you for your support 

to people experiencing disasters and 

crisis throughout our world! 

Thank you to 

everyone who 

participated in the 

flood buckets.  

We had three cars 

full of flood 

buckets to deliver 

on the Bishop’s Day 

on the District.  

In addition to this 

we were able to 

make a donation  

of $1152, which 

included $616 in 

donations from the 

congregation! 



First United Methodist Church 

29 E Walnut St, Lancaster PA 17602 
 

www.EngageGodFirst.org 

717-394-7231 
 

8:15 & 10:45 AM    

Traditional worship: including organ music, 

choirs,  liturgy & hymns 

 
9:30 AM    

Contemporary worship: featuring our Praise 

band playing contemporary Christian music, 

multimedia, & a more informal worship style 

 
Sunday School 

We offer Christian Formation Sunday School 

at 9:30 AM for adults, youth & children. 

 

Qualified nursery care is available during all 

services. 

First Friday, November 2nd  

5-8 p.m.    

Join us for a exciting concert 

by Temple Avenue Jazz on 

“Stage 29” (front entrance to 

the church on Walnut St).  

Refreshments, fire pit and art 

show will add to the fun! 

Gingerbread House & Pizza Party! 
Saturday, December 1st  

11:45 a.m. in Celebration Center! 
 

Join us in Celebration Center for pizza at 11:45,  

followed by the Gingerbread House Party. 
 

Please sign up by November 25th! Sheets are located at Celebration 

Center, the nursery, the Welcome Center & at the Children’s Sunday 

School rooms.  You may also sign up online through our website:  

www.engagegodfirst.org 
 

Cost is $5 per child (covers pizza and the house).  Adults $2  

(covers pizza).  Please pay when you arrive at the party.   
 

Also each participant should bring two bags of candy for  

each house being decorated.  The candy will be shared with  

everyone so we have a great variety!  Parents will need to  

stay to help with this fun event.   
 

Need Candy ideas?  Mini candy canes, waffle or stick pretzels,  

small marshmallows, gum balls, holiday-shaped marshmallow or 

gummies, peel-a-part licorice, ice cream cones for trees, stick  

gum, jelly wreaths, non-pariels, smarties, skittles, gum drops, 

peppermints, gingerbread-shaped cookies, cereals (fruit loops,  

min. shredded wheat), Necco wafers, etc. 
 

Please make sure all items are edible, not expired  

and all packages are unopened! 
 

Please contact Carole Reed (717-687-0890/reedzoo@comcast.net)  

or Karen Schreiner (717-392-2909/megmarmon@comcast.net)  

with questions. 


