
 



From the Pastor . . .  

 

On Saturday, April 2nd a class leading to membership at First United 
Methodist Church will be led by Pastor Joe DiPaolo and Pastor Laura 
Sambrick from 9AM- 1PM. Lunch is included.  Pastor Joe will share the 
biblical story of salvation as well as the history of our United Methodist  
denomination.  A tour of the First Church building will highlight the ministries 
of our church.  If God is calling you to become a member of First Church,  
or if you have questions, come to the class!   
 
Please let us know your intent by contacting  Pastor Joe 
(jdipaolo@engagegodifrst.org), Pastor Laura (lsambrick@engagegodfirst.org)  
or by calling the church office (717- 394-73231)  It will be a joy to be with you! 
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“Religion” is a word that has lots of 
connotations, not all of them good these 
days. But to most people the word would 
apply to churches, synagogues, 
mosques, and the things that people do 
within them: pray, sing, and engage in 
ritual and ceremony.  
 
Interestingly, the word “religion” is hard 
to find in the New Testament. And you 
don’t have to be a deep student of the Gospels  
to get the distinct impression that Jesus was  
not a big fan of much of the religion of his day.  
One of the very few places you do find the word  
is in James 1:26-27:   
 
     26 If any think they are religious, and do not   
     bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts,  
     their religion is worthless.  27 Religion that is  
     pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is  
     this: to care for orphans and widows in their  
     distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the  
     world. 
 
No mention there of hymns, sacraments, or 
responsive prayers – much less buildings, clergy 
vestments, pews, or organs. Not that there is 
anything wrong with any of that. In fact, it would  
be hard to engage in worship without such things. 
But James tells us that the heart of “pure and 
undefiled” religion goes deeper than outward 
rituals or holy spaces. It has more to do with the 
authenticity of our devotion to God, as measured 
by two basic components. 

The first is service to God’s world, 
especially to those who are most in 
distress. The phrase “orphans and 
widows” was somewhat proverbial for 
the poorest and most vulnerable.  
We could add (as other texts do) the 
hungry, the sick, the imprisoned. This  
is about living out God’s love for the 
people of this world in concrete ways.  
If the worship of God is divorced from 

service to our neighbors in need, it doesn’t mean 
much.  
 
But lest we think it is all about volunteerism, the 
second mark James mentions is to “keep oneself 
unstained by the world.” This is nothing less than 
the call to holy living. “The world” is a phrase often 
used to refer to behaviors, ideas and institutions 
which oppose God’s purposes and will. Followers 
of Christ are to be different (that’s one way to 
translate the word “holy”), not like the world: 
avoiding ungodly words and actions, and seeking 
God’s grace daily to grow into the likeness of 
Christ. 
 
I certainly believe rituals, prayers, sacraments and 
holy spaces are important, or I wouldn’t be in the 
line of work I am! But the two things James 
describes – personal holiness and service to God’s 
world – are what make our worship authentic and 
pleasing to God, even more than perfect 
attendance at worship!   
 

Pastor Joe 
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December 2021 Gingerbread House Party  
 

This annual family favorite was full of smiles and sweet treats! all 
ages had fun decorating their gingerbread house with candy, and 

seeing how imaginative other families’ creations were! 

Children & Family . . .  

Invite your friends for a 
great time at our next 

Family Fun Night! 

Click here to register 

https://onrealm.org/FirstChurchLancasterPA/Registrations/Registrants/f08bbce3-3e9d-406a-8b91-ae320108e86f?congregantView=True
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With the long COVID life-freeze appearing – we 
hope! – to be thawing at last, the attention of many 
of us has focused anew on the challenges facing 
the United Methodist Church, and the likelihood of 
division in the near future. Many are asking what 
will happen, and what it will mean for First Church. 
There remains a good deal of uncertainty about all 
that, but there are some things we can report as we 
await developments. But first, a review of recent 
history. 
 

You may recall that, before COVID, we began a 
series of events here at First Church to educate  
folks about the divisions within the denomination,  
the General Conferences of 2016 and 2019, and 
probable paths forward. Everyone was gearing up 
for the 2020 General Conference, planned for May 
of that year in Minneapolis, at which it was widely 
believed the UMC would split.  
 

In January 2020, news came out that a plan had 
been proposed for an amicable separation of the 
UMC into two or more denominations. The plan, 
formulated by UM leaders across the theological 
spectrum, was called the Protocol of Reconciliation 
and Grace through Separation, and was to be acted 
on by the May 2020 General Conference. At the 
time it had wide support. 
 

Of course, the pandemic hit, forcing a post-
ponement of General Conference, first to the 
summer of 2021, and then again to the late summer 
of 2022. During the last two years we’ve all been so 
focused on negotiating life amid the “new normals” 
of COVID, that denominational difficulties moved to 
the back burner. Now they are back in front. So, 
what is happening? 

First, the postponed 2020 
General Conference is still 
scheduled to meet in 
Minneapolis, August 29-
Sept. 6, 2022. However, 
there is discussion about 
possibly postponing it yet 
again. The Commission on 
General Conference will 
make that decision no later 
than the end of March. 
Second, if the General 
Conference meets, and 
the Protocol is passed as 
currently framed, all 
United Methodist 

congregations will have about four years to engage 
in a process of discernment as to which 
subsequent denomination to align with. That is 
important, because it means we will have time, and 
not have to act hastily or in crisis mode. 
 

Third, if the General Conference does not meet,  
or the Protocol does not pass, things will get much 
messier, as I am convinced the split will take place 
in any event. Whatever unfolds, I intend to keep our 
church fully informed about developments and 
options, but not make that the center of our 
attention. Our congregation needs to focus on 
proclaiming the gospel, and fulfilling our mission, 
trusting that God will, in his good time, make our 
path forward clear.  
 

It is no secret that I have been very much involved 
in all this recent history as a delegate to the last two 
General Conferences, a member of the 
Commission on General Conference, and a 
member of the governing body of the Wesleyan 
Covenant Association. I am not neutral or unbiased 
(who among us is?!), but I plan in my reporting to 
be as factual and fair as possible.  
 

I am also available to meet with any member or 
group who would like to do so to talk more about 
these matters. Whatever happens to the world of 
global Methodism, our calling here in the heart of 
Lancaster remains the same: to connect people to 
Jesus Christ and his Church, grow Christian 
disciples, and relieve suffering. That is how I intend 
to lead! 

717-394-7231 
jdipaolo@engagegodfirst.org 

 

2019 General Conference in session in St. Louis, Missouri  

What’s Happening with Methodism and the Future of  First Church? 

mailto:jdipaolo@engagegodfirst.org


Open Registration, Forever Friends, and Socks! 

Registration is open for the 2022- 
2023 school year! Discovery Corner 
Preschool is serving 38 families this 
year and looks forward to serving 
even more next school year. While 
this year has brought its fair share 
of challenges as we continue to 
navigate the ongoing pandemic, we 
have seen God’s hand in so many 
areas of this ministry and we are 
grateful for the support from First Church. 
DCP had a very successful Stroopie fundraiser 
ahead of Christmas, and we’ve received many 
generous gifts that have allowed us to meet 
the needs of ‘pandemic teaching’. We continue 
to be blessed and immensely thankful to all 
that have donated and prayed for us this year.  
 
Our days are filled with paint brushes, songs, 
stories, blocks, friends and snacks. The 
children continue to amaze us daily with new 
things they have learned and the ways they 
care for each other. Our staff has recently 
discussed how we’ve wasted time worrying. We 
worry about the children being raised amid a 
pandemic and all that goes along with it. But 
God has reminded us through the kids that He 
is in control, and just like the Bible says He 
has their days planned out and knew of their 
lives before they were ever formed. We trust 
that although the world may not look the way 
we’d like it to for the children right now, God 
has a plan that is bigger than us and He knows 
exactly what He’s doing with these children. 
We are humbled and honored to be part  
of that bigger picture.  

One of the ways we’ve seen God 
recently is through one of our 
Prekindergarten students. This child 
has been soaking up every Bible 
story and Bible lesson all year long. 
Around Thanksgiving, he began 
asking questions about Jesus being 
our forever friend, and about Jesus 
living in our hearts. A few days ago, 
his mama reached out to let us know 

that over the weekend he told his parents he 
wanted to pray and ask Jesus to live in his 
heart forever! We rejoice with this family and 
are extremely thankful for the opportunity to 
partner with parents to have an eternal impact 
on children.  
 
Another way we’ve been able to partner with 
families is through our sock drive.  Our Bible 
curriculum for January taught us that “Jesus 
teaches us to share our stuff” and “Jesus 
teaches us to help others”. The curriculum 
suggested collecting items to donate to a local 
shelter. We decided to partner with Anchor 
Lancaster, and we collected over 400 pairs of 
new socks for their shower program! The 
children experienced first-hand what it’s like 
to give and help others. 
 
Thank you for your continued support of 
Discovery Corner Preschool!  
 

Mandee Culp, DCP Director 
- on behalf of all the DCP staff  

 



 

April 10- Palm Sunday  

  (with distribution of palms) 

  8:15, 9:30 & 10:45 AM  
 

April 14- Maundy Thursday Worship 

  7:00 PM  with communion 
 

April 15- Good Friday Worship  

  12-3 PM    
  with the downtown   

  Lancaster  churches   
 

April 16- Easter Eve Concert 

  8 PM  
 

April 17- Easter Sunday    

  8:15, 9:30 & 10:45 PM   
  Celebrate the Resurrection! 
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6th Annual Epic Easter Eve 
Worship Concert 

Saturday April 16, 8:00 PM 
 

First UMC Sanctuary 
Brian Norcross, Conductor 

Brian Lehman, Worship Arts 
Amy Yovanovich, mezzo soprano 

 

Gustav Mahler Symphony No. 3:   
One of the most stunning orchestra  
works in the orchestra repertoire, 

featuring mezzo soprano soloist, Amy 
Yovanovich.  As this epic symphony 

progresses, worship artist Brian 
Lehman will create a live worship art 

piece that will then be displayed 
Easter Sunday morning!  The 

performance will include full orchestra 
under the direction of Brian Norcross. 

 

Admission is free. A free will offering  
will be accepted to help defer costs  

of the event. Early seating is 
recommended. 

“He is Risen from the dead just  
       as He said would happen.”   
                                       - Matthew 28:6 
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Our nursery is busy!  We have more little ones coming each 
Sunday and we need to add more caregivers to our rotating roster.  
 

Would you give one hour of your time each month or so on Sunday 
mornings to provide this most necessary and important service for 
our church families?  Safe loving nursery care tells our guests that 
we care about their children and is one of the most important ways 
guests decide if they want to return to a church.   
 

Our qualified Nursery Director, Beth Bjerklie, supervises the nursery 
and is on site each week.  There are always two caregivers on duty 
and we observe Safe Sanctuary practices. 
 

For more information or to let us know when you can help, please 
contact Beth (717-341-1342 or bethbjerklie@hotmail.com).  Then 
get ready to have fun with the kids! 

 

You’re invited to the First Church Book Club!  
 

Every month, on the third Friday morning at 9:30 AM at the church, Book Club readers come 
together to discuss a selected work. The books will transport you to other lands, other 

people, other ways of living. At the end of each discussion, the question is asked  "Where  
did you see the hand of God in the story?"  You are welcome to join the discussions!   

With questions, please contact Katherine Spear at kgs.130@gmail.com. 

1940. As England 
prepares to fight the 

Nazis, three very different 
women answer the call  
to mysterious country 
estate Bletchley Park, 

where the best minds in 
Britain train to break 

German military codes.  
 

1947. As the royal 
wedding of Princess 

Elizabeth and Prince 
Philip whips post-war 

Britain into a fever, three 
friends-turned-enemies 

are reunited by a 
mysterious encrypted 
letter--the key to which 

lies buried in the long-ago 
betrayal that destroyed 

their friendship and  
left one of them confined 

to an asylum.  

April 15th 
“The Rose Code: A Novel” by Kate Quinn 

In the summer of 1932, on 
the banks of Minnesota's 
Gilead River, the Lincoln 

Indian Training School is a 
pitiless place where Native 
American children, forcibly 

separated from their parents, 
are sent to be educated. It is 
also home to Odie O’Banion, 

a lively orphan boy whose 
exploits constantly earn him 
the superintendent’s wrath. 
Odie and his brother, Albert, 

are the only white faces 
among the hundreds of 

Native American children  
at the school.  Over the 

course of one unforgettable 
summer, Odie, Albert and 
two orphans journey into  

the unknown, crossing paths 
with others who are adrift. 
With the feel of a modern 

classic, “This Tender  
Land” is an enthralling, 

bighearted epic. 

March 18th 
“This Tender Land” by William Kent Krueger 

mailto:kgs.130@gmail.com
mailto:kgs.130@gmail.com
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What’s new at Anchor Lancaster . . .  

A Winter Warming Center opened just inside the Duke Street entrance 
on December 8 under the umbrella of Anchor Lancaster, thanks to a 
$25,000 grant from CommunityAid. 
 

Since opening the Center, Anchor Lancaster has served over 100 
different persons, ranging from those facing short-term homeless to 
persons known as our “chronic” homeless.  Due to his passion of 
sharing the Good News of Christ, Guest Services team member Jesus 
Perez (who is also our weekend custodian) has lead four persons to 
Christ during the Warming Center hours thus far.  This is certainly 
something to celebrate!   

 

Guests are welcomed to come inside and offered a place to be warm, charge their phones, enjoy 
a hot cup of coffee/tea/hot chocolate along with a simple sandwich.  Restroom privileges are also a 
much needed blessing to the guests.   
 

Men and women work on puzzles, play cards, color, read or simply sleep.  Sweet sounds of 
fellowship can be heard as guests visit and connect with staff and one another throughout the day.   
 

The Warming Center has opened the door to develop deeper relationships with those who visit 
during the day, thus providing the opportunity to assist with some needs.  An outreach worker 
visits the Warming Center each Wednesday, and a nurse will begin providing services soon.   
 

Anchor Lancaster is blessed by the support 
of CommunityAid and First Church for their 
commitment to partner with us to live out 
our vision:  To love, serving God and our 
neighbors in practical, concrete ways, 
remembering the words of Jesus, “ 
I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, 
I was a stranger and you welcomed 
me” (Matthew 25:35).  

 

Permission was given to post this picture 
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It’s soon time to reach out to 
our college students! 

 

On Sunday, April 3rd, boxes will be 
available in the Gathering Place for 
you to fill with goodies and treats 
and mail to our college students. 
We will let them know their church 
family is thinking of them as they                              
are getting ready for finals!!   

 

PARENTS of college students.....  
we need their current address so we can bless them!  
Please email your student’s information to Katherine 
Spear (kgs.130@gmail.com).  And please note any 
allergies, likes or dislikes so the sender can include 
things that your son/daughter will enjoy! Thanks so 
much! 

Youth . . .  

 

March 13th: Second Sunday Social 
 

Game Night at the church.  Always lots of fun! 
 
April 3rd:  Second Sunday Social  
 

An easy hike through one of the local trails as spring 
begins to bloom in earnest. Nothing too long or hard 
and we'll be taking it easy on the walk, but it's good  
to spend some time in the beautiful nature around us! 
 
May 15th: Second Sunday Social 
 

Mark your calendars for a BBQ cookout! Details to 
come as we approach May.   
 
June 12th: Second Sunday Social (tentative date) 
 

Celebrate the summer by taking a trip to Hershey 
Park!  Details to be solidified closer to June.   

Second Sunday Socials are  
a special youth group night 
specifically for inviting friends 
to join you, especially if it’s the 
first time they are attending.  
It’s a relaxed, fun time of 
socializing that’s perfect for 
meeting new friends! 

Sunday, June 5th 
 

On Sunday, June 5th, graduates 
will be acknowledged at all three 

worship services. If you or 
someone from your family is a 
2022 graduate (high school or 

college), please contact Katherine 
Spear (717-394-7231 or 

kgs.130@gmail.com) with the 
following information:  

graduate’s full name, school 
attended, degree/certificate 

obtained, & future plans.  
 

We want to include everyone  
in this special celebration, so 
please be sure to send your 

information! Thank you! 
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“Love Does” begins in March!  

“You’ll become the 
kind of person 
who “does” love 
effortlessly, just  
as Jesus did.” 

 

-Bob Goff 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeGBwLXTAdATJDhc-ixgTgOKK8pE7ZyBx6pz2sylrrMOqd6ZQ/viewform
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Spring Cantata  
Sunday May 1st     8:15 & 10:45 PM 

 

The premiere of “Once Upon a Morning" by Pepper Choplin.   

This exciting new cantata is presented by the First Church 
Chancel Choir and full orchestra under the direction of  

Dr. Brian Norcross.  This work was commissioned in memory 
of Dorothy Hughes and Lois Straw.  The text focuses on the 

biblical time from Easter to Pentecost.    

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwim1vOpgKvZAhWKm-AKHcBEDxkQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FFile%3AUMC_cross.PNG&psig=AOvVaw18XZzDqBDxTrIdLbMVhNnH&ust=1518889892612897

