


When Jesus went ashore, He saw a large crowd,  

and He felt compassion for them because they were  

like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach 

them many things. (Mark 6:34) 
 

  The gospels highlight that Jesus spent a lot of his time 

teaching.  He taught the people about God’s nature, the 

Kingdom of God, and the meaning of the Scriptures. And 

he did so in synagogues, in the fields, in the Temple 

precincts, even from a boat beside the Sea of Galilee.  

One of the interesting parts of visiting Israel is seeing the 

settings in which Jesus taught, and taking in with your 

eyes the visual images captured in his teachings.  
 

  One example is the excavated steps on the southern 

entrance to the Temple Mount in Jerusalem.  The 

accompanying photograph shows them, called 

“teaching steps,” which local tradition says was a 

common place for rabbis in the first century to teach. 

These monumental stone steps were the main entrance 

to the temple in Jesus’ day, leading to two sets of large 

triple gates which led to the temple mount.  Standing 

upon the steps, Jesus could have gestured to his left, 

pointing out the stone tombs – still visible today – on the 

slope of the Mount of Olives, across the Kidron valley, 

when criticizing the religious leaders as being “like 

whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside 

but on the inside are full of the bones of the dead and 

everything unclean.” (Matt. 23:27).   
 

  He could also have directed the people’s attention to 

the south, to the valley between the Temple mount and 

the City of David beyond, called ge hinnom or the "valley 

of Hinnom." In centuries past it had been the site of altars 

used for child sacrifice. Considered unclean to Jews of 

Jesus’ day, it was used as garbage dump, infested with 

vermin, and with fires continually burning. It became a 

powerful image for the place of final punishment for the 

unrepentant.  

In Mark 9:43 Jesus he says, “If your eye causes you to sin, 

tear it out. It is better for you to enter the Kingdom of God 

with one eye than with two eyes be thrown into hell 

[gehenna], where their worm does not die, and the fire is 

not quenched.’”   
 

  Perhaps it was also on these steps that Jesus asked the 

Pharisees to produce a coin, pointing out its image of 

Caesar, and saying, “render to Caesar the things that are 

Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's.”? 

(Matthew 22:21). Luke 21:37-38 tells us that during Holy 

Week, “each day Jesus was teaching at the Temple, and 

each evening he went out to spend the night on the hill 

called the Mount of Olives, and all the people came 

early in the morning to hear him at the Temple.” 
 

  So many of Jesus’ teachings drew upon common sights 

(the birds of the air, the flowers of the field), but it is 

interesting to find that some of those images were 

particular places which the people knew and saw each 

day.  

First Church Lenten Bible Study “The Grace of Les Misérables” 
 

On March 1st, First Church begins a Lenten Bible study and sermon series based on the book “The Grace of Les 

Misérables”, by author and pastor Matt Rawle.  The study uses the classic Les Misérables in a new way—through the 

lens of faith. Rawle dives into six themes found in the story—grace, justice, poverty, revolution, love, and hope—

each represented by a character in Hugo’s story. As these imperfect and relatable characters interact, we can see 

how these ideas work together (perhaps even in spite of each other!) out in the world. 
 

During the series, we will explore the following themes: Grace Well Received: The Story of Jean Valjean; When 

Grace and Justice Collide: The Story of Javert; The Poor Are Always with You: The Story of Fantine; The Gift of Love: 

The Story of Marius and Cosette; Building the Barricade: The Story of Les Amis; and The Blessed Garden: A Hopeful 

Vision.  The adult Sunday School classes are using the companion study during the 9:30 Sunday School hour, and 

Sisters in Faith small group invites anyone who would like to join them for the study on Thursdays 10:30 AM at the 

church!  Books are available for purchase on the internet.  There are also two copies of the movie “Les Misérables” 

available at the church office to borrow if you would like to watch the movie! 

Holy Land Sightings 
Pastor Joe DiPaolo 
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Gone to Heaven 
 

Dottie Hammond (February 2) 

Eric Ford (February 20) 
 

One year anniversary of passing 

Kathryn Kepner (March 7)  

Janet Smith (March 23) 

Birthdays!  (Friends at Home & those in our family 

who are 90 years & older!) 

March 4 - Dottie Riedlinger  

March 7 - Joyce Johnston  

March 12 - Elaine Graybill  

 (Maple Farms, 604 Oak St, Akron, PA 17501)  

March 14 - Sara Fisher  

March 21 - Marilyn McCleary  

March 26 - Bertha Porter  
 

Anniversaries! (couples married 50+ years!) 

March 2 - Ron & Jeanette Trout - 57 yrs.  

March 11 - Floyd & Faye Dissinger - 69 yrs.  

March 14 - Jim & Shirley Reindollar - 61 yrs. 

 

Keeping 
Up With 

our 
Church 
Family! 

Our Vision 
To be a central hub  

of Christian ministry in  
Lancaster County & beyond 

 

Our Mission 
Connect people to Jesus Christ & 

the church,  grow Christian 
disciples, & relieve suffering 

Address Changes 
 

Nelda Bair -   Susquehanna Nursing & Rehab Center,  

                       745 Old Chickies Hill Rd., Columbia, PA 17512 
 

Alejo "Ford" Bair - 1711 Valette Dr, Lancaster, PA 17602-1329 

Births 

Grace Ann Costa was born to  

Mark & Amy (Williams) Costa 

on Monday, January 27.  

Grateful grandparents are  

Mark & Pam Williams, as well  

as sister Lila.  
 

Baptism 

Quinn Casey Charles - 

daughter of Zachary & Carley 

Charles - February 23, 2020 

Transferred 

John & Barbara Woltjen to Willow 

Street Church, Willow Street 
 

James Campbell & Sarah Mitchell 

to Otterbein UMC, Lancaster 

Zachary, Carley & Quinn Charles 

 
Perhaps you hear God calling you to become a member of First Church, either by 

transfer or by confession of faith?  You are invited to join the upcoming New 

Member Class, which will meet on Sunday, March 8 from 9:30 - 10:30 AM and 

Saturday, March 14 from 9 AM - Noon.  The Reception of Membership will be 

celebrated during worship on March 15th. 

 

During the class you will meet fellow believers, review the scope of God's presence 

in the Scriptures, recall the impact of John Wesley, and learn of the Means of 

Grace.  Contact Pastor Joe or the Church office - 717-394-7231-  or Katherine 

Spear to let us know that you will be part of this exciting opportunity! 

mailto:kgs.130@gmail.com?subject=New%20Member%20Class
mailto:kgs.130@gmail.com?subject=New%20Member%20Class
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“Morning Youth” 
 

Middle school & high school students meet at 

9:30am at the Contemporary Service for worship 

songs and greeting time, and then move to their 

respective classrooms.  In both classes, they 

participate in lessons that systematically walk  

them through Scripture, helping to give a deeper 

understanding of the overarching narrative of the 

Bible and how all of it points to Jesus. 
 

For more information on our Youth program,  

please contact Samuel Longmire  

Children’s Sunday School   
 

 Nursery Care is available at all three worship services  

 for little ones 4 years old and younger. The nursery is  

 located on the 1st floor, across from the sanctuary. 
 

 Preschoolers through 5th grade gather together in  

 Room 209 (upstairs) for opening songs and fun! Their  

 teachers will then take them to their classrooms,  

 where parents will pick them up at 10:30 a.m.  
 

Pick up rooms:  

Preschooler – Nursery   

Kindergarten & 1st graders- Room 207 

2nd & 3rd graders- Room 205 

4th & 5th graders- Room 206 
 

Activity bags are available at the Welcome Center & 

Celebration Center for children to work on during the 

service. If your child completes the sermon & service 

activity sheet included in the bag, they may take it to 

the Welcome Center after worship and get a prize! 

Nursery Care is available at all three worship services 

for little ones 4 years old and younger. The nursery is 

located on the 1st floor, across from the sanctuary. 

Adult Sunday School Classes 
 

God’s Wild Kingdom 

Rm 240 - leaders Jeff & Kathy Steed 

This energetic group, some of whom are parents of middle 

school and high school aged children, has several guest 

teachers throughout the year, as well as DVD-based studies  

on how to life out our faith in the world.  
 

Koinonia Class 

Rm 201 – leaders Nancy Bradley, Regina Karshin 
 

 This group of professionals and recently retired members  

discuss many different current and poignant themes throughout 

the year and is led by class members and guest teachers.  

From March 1st through Easter, the class is studying the   

Church Lenten series “The Grace of Les Misérables”.   
 

Wesleyan Class 

Rm 214 – leaders Carol Pyfer & Ron Trout,  

John & Katherine Spear 

This is a highly dedicated, motivated, and large group of  

retired members who study several different DVD-based 

curriculum on life and faith, and is led by class members  

and guest speakers each Sunday.  
            

Pastor David Myers is teaching on the topic "The Challenge  

of the 21st Century for Faithfulness" each Sunday through  

March 1st. From March 8th through Easter, the class is 

participating in the church-wide Lenten study  

"The Grace of Les Misérables".  Join us! 
 

Christian Journey 

Rm 232 - leaders Jim Goudie, Don Herneisen, Wanda Whare  

The Christian Journey class is for adults of all ages.  An emphasis 

is put on discussion inspired by Scripture, books, DVDs, and guest 

speakers.  You are welcome to come any time but you may 

want to plan your times based where the class is headed: 

For more information, write to jagoudie@comcast.net.  
 

   March 1 - April 5:  “The Grace of Les Misérables”  —  In this six- 

   week Lenten study, author and pastor Matt Rawle dives into  

   six ideals found in the story—grace, justice, poverty, revolution,  

   love, and hope—each represented by a character in Hugo's  

   story.  This study will be a special focus of our congregation  

   during Lent. 

Classes  
meet at  

9:30 a.m. 

Saturday June 6th 

Confirmation Class Update 
This year's Confirmation class has been 

going very well!   We've had lively and 

important discussions each week as 

students are growing in their under-

standing of the Christian faith. Our 

students are now at the stage where 

they are working on their personal statements of faith. This 

assignment is meant as a journey of faith exploration and 

opens a path of discussion with parents and mentors as 

they assist students with this assignment. The pastors will 

also use the completed statements during their upcoming 

pastoral interviews with each student. Confirmation 

students will be working on these statements with their 

mentors and parents over the next several weeks and will 

submit them by March 8th. 

 

mailto:youth@engagegodfirst.org?subject=Youth%20Information
mailto:jagoudie@comcast.net?subject=Sunday%20School%20information


Update from  

        the kitchen! 
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Thank you to our 

dedicated volunteers 

who work tirelessly to 

maintain the high 

standard of cleanliness 

and food safety!   
 

Anchorage Breakfast continues to have 

NO violations following our recent City 

of Lancaster kitchen inspection!!  

Additionally, the inspector said that his 

office has not received any complains 

about Anchorage Breakfast!  Thank you 

for your continuing hard work towards 

excellency! 

 

“28 pounds of pancake mix, 7 canisters of oatmeal, 

200 sausage patties, 12 loaves of bread & several 

dozen bagels were prepared and served to our  

219 Anchorage Breakfast guests this morning. 

Almost ran out of plates!”  

(February 25th, a typical day at Anchorage)   

 

Sometimes people think that a modest donation 

won’t make a difference... 
 

 $10 will buy three cases of cereal from the Food 

Bank (3 days) 

 $10 will buy two days’ worth of granola bars  

 $20 will buy 15 dozen eggs 

 $20 will buy enough pancake mix for one 

morning at Anchorage 

 $20 will buy one case of juice from the Food 

Bank 

 $40 will buy 30 dozen eggs- enough for one 

morning at Anchorage 
 

Every dollar provides a nutritious meal to start  

the day for someone in our community!  

 Thank you for your support! 

Coat giveaway 

Tickets available at www.homebrewersball.com  

We are grateful for the support  

of the community and the wiliness 

of many organizations who offer 

fundraising events to support 

Anchorage Breakfast. One such 

community organization is the 

Lancaster Brewers Club!  

"Because of the suffering of the weak, and because of the cries 
of the poor, I will now rise up" says the Lord.”- Psalm 12:5  

It’s Yard Sale Time!!   
 

A great way to support Anchorage Breakfast is through our upcoming 

Yard Sale on Saturday, March 28th!  Thousands of dollars are raised but  

it takes a lot of work.  A few ways YOU can support this sale are: 
 

• Donate items on the following dates at 1865 Fruitville Pike:. Saturday, 

March 21 between 10 AM & 2 PM; Monday-

Wednesday March 23-25 between 9 AM - 7 PM. No 

donations accepted after Wednesday March 25. 

• Help sort items on Saturday, March 21 & Monday-

Thursday between 9 AM & 7 PM 

• Help in a multitude of ways on Sale Day, Saturday, 

March 28! 
 

To be part of this fun day, please sign up here 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0D45ACAC29ABFB6-anchorage
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To All CHAIRPERSONS and SECRETARIES of Standing and Short Term Committees: Paper copies of minutes and 

supporting documents are missing in the church Archives for multiple committees. We expect you know who 

you are. In some cases we have no records for 6-8 years. Most likely    minutes are being sent out electronically. 

We hope someone is keeping a paper copy. We encourage all committee secretaries to give us hard copy of 

minutes. Technology will change over the years, PAPER will not! We risk losing a record of the important work 

of our local church committees. Please make this a priority and place paper copies in the church office addressed 

to Jean Yrigoyen, Chairperson, Archives, when you have an opportunity. Many thanks! 

Tips to help us all breathe easier 

March is the month to say goodbye to winter and 

hello to spring!  It may also be a time to be aware 

of air quality and your activities indoors and out.   
 

Many may be thinking of the pollen season ahead.  

But respiratory problems can also be aggravated 

during the last cold days of winter when air 

pollution is actually worse.  Temperature inversions 

in the winter can trap pollutants and higher 

demand for energy during the winter means 

burning more fossil fuels and pollutants in the air. 

And, as recent newspaper articles report, air 

quality in Lancaster County continues to be a 

concern, so what can we do? 
 

There are steps you can take to help yourself and 

others during days with more pollutants and to 

improve our quality of air in general.   Consider the 

following EPA suggestions below.  Your FUMC 

Green Team has added a few tips as well! 
 

Follow these Tips Every Day to Reduce Pollution: 

 Look for the ENERGY STAR label when buying 

home or office equipment. 

 Carpool, use public transportation, bike, or walk 

whenever possible. 

 Keep car, boat, and other engines properly 

tuned. 

 Use environmentally safe paints and cleaning 

products whenever possible. 

 Mulch or compost leaves and yard waste. 

 Be mindful of local burning ordinances. 

 Consider using gas logs instead of wood. 
 

On Days when High Ozone Levels are Expected, 

Take these Extra Steps to Reduce Pollution: 

 Choose a cleaner commute - share a ride to 

work or use public transportation. 

 Combine errands and reduce trips. Walk to 

errands when possible. 

 Avoid excessive idling of your automobile. 

 Refuel your car in the evening when it’s cooler. 

 Conserve electricity and set air conditioners no 

lower than 78˚. 

 Defer lawn and gardening chores that use 

gasoline-powered equipment, or wait until 

evening. 
 

On Days when High Particle Levels are Expected, 

Take these Extra Steps to Reduce Pollution: 

 Reduce the number of trips you take in your 

car. 

 Reduce or eliminate fireplace and wood stove 

use. 

 Avoid burning leaves, trash, and other 

materials. 

 Avoid using gas-powered lawn and garden 

equipment. 
 

You can also take steps to minimize your exposure 

to air pollution and protection your health. 

 Check the Air Quality Index (AQI). The AQI tells 

you how clean or polluted your outdoor air is 

and what to be aware of regarding associated 

health effects.   Look for AQI reports on your cell 

phone weather app or go online to 

www.airnow.gov 

 Replace your furnace and HVAC filter regularly 

with the highest efficiency filter that will work 

best on your unit. 

 Check out these two websites for additional air 

quality information:  

               www.airnow.gov/index.cfm 

               action=aqi_brochure.index       and 

               www3.epa.gov/region1/airquality/pdfs/ 

               airqualityguideparticles.pdf 

 

(EPA Source:  https://www3.epa.gov/region1/

airquality/reducepollution.html) 

http://www.airnow.gov/index.cfm
action=aqi_brochure.index
www3.epa.gov/region1/airquality/pdfs/
www3.epa.gov/region1/airquality/pdfs/
https://www3.epa.gov/region1/airquality/reducepollution.html
https://www3.epa.gov/region1/airquality/reducepollution.html


            News from Bluefields, Nicaragua! 
 

The 2020 school year started at The Betesda School in Bluefields, Nicaragua at the 

beginning of February!   
 

Though we did not achieve our fall 2019 fundraising goal of 100 supporters donating 

$100 annually, the Nicaragua mission team is thankful for those who support the 

mission. As the new school year begins, our fundraising drive returns with a request for 

your contribution to support the almost $600 per month that funds Pastor Mario's salary, 

building infrastructure costs, electricity, and security for the property. Please note that 

the school is not supported from the church’s annual budget. Our congregation has 

supported this mission for many years and hundreds of children have been blessed by 

your contributions!  Children's lives are being changed with the education and community  

support that they receive in Bluefields.  
 

Help us keep the Nicaragua mission alive and join us in praying for and financially supporting the students, Pastor 

Mario, and the Nicaragua mission! Please make your checks payable to FUMC and write Nicaragua Mission on 

the memo line. Thank you for your support of this important life-changing mission!  For more information on the  

Bluefields school, please contact Lisa Shank (lisazshank@gmail.com).   

mailto:lisazshank@gmail.com?subject=Bluefields%20Information


  History repeats itself. That’s a well-worn maxim 

that seems more relevant than ever. Each 

generation has its own moral dilemmas. The last 

time the Methodist Church in the U.S. faced such 

a split was over the issue of slavery and much of 

that division echoes in the tribulations of today’s 

United Methodist Church.  
 

   In the early 1800s, abolitionists- those who 

agitated for the immediate, unconditional, and total 

abolition of slavery in the United States- were seen as 

radicals, liberals and progressives who had to disregard the 

Bible in order to come to their abolitionist perspectives. They 

were denounced by speakers at huge rallies and editors of 

conservative papers. Even in the North, pro-slavery 

theologians could recite chapter and verse to support pro-

slavery views. Here are a few quotes from the period.  
 

“If the present course of 

the abolitionists is right, 

then the course of Christ 

and the apostles were 

wrong.”  – Charles Hodge 

(1860), “Bible Argument 

on Slavery”  

in E.N. Elliott’s “Cotton  

Is King”, p. 849. 
 

“The tree of Abolition is 

evil and only evil … [it] is 

nourished by an utter 

rejection of the 

Scriptures.”  

- Rev. Henry Van Dyke 

(1860), “The Character 

and Influence of 

Abolitionism”  

(sermon), p.11. 
 

    

These statements may seem absurd to us now,  

but replace the word abolition(ist) with marriage 

equality and see if they sound more familiar. 
 

   The Second Great Awakening had inspired 

abolitionists to rise up. This Protestant revival 

encouraged the concept of adopting renewed 

morals, centered around the idea that all men 

are created equal in the eyes of God. (Women, 

however, weren’t yet to be included as equals.) 

Abolitionism started in states like New York and 

Massachusetts and quickly spread to other 

Northern states.  
 

   John Wesley had been an early opponent of 

slavery. In 1774 he wrote Thoughts on Slavery. In 

83 pages he doesn’t go to Scripture once, but 

builds his argument through reason and 

experience – outlining the justifications for slavery 

and offering his counter arguments.  
 

   But in the U.S. the terrain was more complex. 

George Whitefield supported the nation’s right to 

allow slavery and owned slaves himself. He even 

wrote a letter to the Trustees of the Colony of 

Georgia asking them to sanction and legalize 

slavery, a request which succeeded by 1770, 

the year of his death. By the 1830s The Methodist 

Episcopal church had a begrudging 

acceptance of the practice.  But disagreement 

within the denomination continued, anti-slavery 

opinions strengthened, and tensions grew. 

Finally, the 1844 General Conference voted to 

suspend a southern Bishop who owned slaves. 

Southern delegates to the conference disputed the 

authority of a General Conference. and split off to form the 

Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 
 

   The political situation moved faster than the church.  

The Civil War answered the question of slavery for the 

United States, but the underlying Biblical arguments that 

had been used to support such unequal treatment left 

scars on both our church and country that are still visible. 

The denomination was splintered for almost 100 years, until 

they rejoined to form the Methodist Church in 1939. The 

compromise made then was the creation of the Central 

Jurisdiction which formalized the segregation of black and 

white churches. That racist entity existed until 1968 and the 

formation of the United Methodist Church. Finally, by 1972 

the merger of all remaining segregated conferences was 

completed. 
 

   1972 also was the year the phrase “The practice of 

homosexuality is incompatible with Christian teaching”  

was inserted into the Book of Discipline at the General 

Conference. Since then disagreements within the 

denomination have continued and tensions have grown. 

On May 17, 2004, Massachusetts became the first U.S. state 

to legalize same-sex marriage. The political situation again 

moved faster than the church and the Supreme Court has 

decided that we all deserve to be treated equally under 

the law. But our church still struggles with the idea that all 

people are created equal in the eyes of God.  Our 

generation’s moral dilemma.  
 

Will history repeat itself?    

Mark Stoner 

Abolitionism divided the M.E. Church with its more than a million of membership,  
by introducing a new test of membership, although Mr. Wesley, in 1784, when the  
Church was organized, did not make slave-holding a test.  It never had been a test 

of membership from the Apostolic day until this time. 

 



There are many ways to be part of this fun day! 
 

 Pick up a bag of plastic eggs in the Gathering Place to take home and fill with individually wrapped candy 

(NO NUTS please!), or a small toy.  Bring the filled eggs back to church by Sunday, March 29th 
 

 Cook a pot of soup to serve our guests at the Egg Hunt! 
 

 Bake some cookies, brownies, or other baked goods!  We ask that they be individually wrapped (NO NUTs 

please so everyone may enjoy them) 
 

 Help with food preparation or cooking hot dogs on the day of the event! 
 

 Man the face painting station or oversee a children’s game! 
 

 Help with set up/clean up, or be an “egg hider” and scatter the eggs for the children!  
 

Follow this link to our sign-up page and find the spot  

where you would like to serve!  You’ll have as much fun as the kids!   
 

With questions, please contact Faith Kickery, Coordinator of Children’s Ministry  (fkickery@engagegodfirst.org) 

Wondering how you can  

serve at First Church?  
 

The Easter Egg Hunt is just 

around the corner!  Our  

Children's Ministry team invites 

you to help make this event  

an awesome celebration! 
 

Bring a Baked Good!  

Cook a big batch of soup! 

Stuff some eggs! 
 

Show the children & their 

families how GOD’S power 

can work to bring people 

together! 
 

We are GOD’s Hands & Feet.  

The Salt of the Earth. 

Let’s show GOD’s love! 
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http://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0d4faca92da1fc1-easter
mailto:fkickery@engagegodfirst.org?subject=Easter%20Egg%20Hunt%20Information


It’s time to reach out to our college students!  
 

On Sunday, March 22, boxes will be available in the  

Gathering Place for you to fill with goodies and treats and mail  

to our college students. (Send the box to them by April 1st)  

Let them know their church family is thinking of them!!   

 
PARENTS of college students..... 

we need their current address so we can bless them!   

Please email the updated information to:  

Katherine Spear (kgs.130@gmail.com).  And please note  

any allergies, likes or dislikes so the sender can include  

things that your son/daughter will enjoy! Thanks so much! 

MISSION 

This is an FUMC signature mission that has been in 

continuous operation since tax year 2007.  Our 

volunteers prepare tax returns for local people in 

Lancaster City and the surrounding area at no 

charge.  This tax service is equipped to file 

electronically for Federal and State returns, and at 

the same time, prepare paper returns for the 

Lancaster County Tax Collection Bureau (LCTCB).   

We also provide either property tax rebate or rent 

rebate preparation for low income taxpayers who 

qualify.  The wireless internet infrastructure at FUMC  

is critical to the success of this mission. 
 

SCOPE 

We serve low to middle income (undefined) 

taxpayers with special emphasis on retirees and the 

elderly.  The scope of the returns we can prepare is 

defined by the IRS and is quite detailed.  We rarely 

have persons who are out of scope and denied 

service. Every tax return is mandated to have a 

quality review by a Team Leader before being 

electronically filed.  The adjusted gross income (AGI) 

of our clients at FUMC was $22,162 which was an 

increase of 5 percent from TY2017. We secured more 

than $1,715,000 in refunds for 1499 clients who filed 

federal returns at the FUMC tax office. 
 

Our FUMC site is an affiliate of the AARP Foundation 

and is the largest affiliated site in Eastern 

Pennsylvania in terms of the number of efiled 

returns.  Our process is 100 percent computer  

and network based, and runs in a Windows 10 

environment running the Taxslayer application and 

Internet Explorer.  We electronically file 99 percent  

of our tax returns to the IRS. 

VOLUNTEERS 

For the 2018 tax filing, we had 39 IRS certified tax 

preparers who qualified at the advanced level.   

In addition, we had 23 facilitators who review 

paperwork for completeness and check in clients 

on a first-come and first served basis.  A majority  

of the volunteers are from the community and  

all volunteers sign an agreement covering 

confidentiality and service protocols. 
 

We opened for business at 9:00 am on Monday, 

February 3rd, 2020 with 10 computers and a staff  

of 15!  Normal hours are 9 am to 1:30 pm, Monday  

to Friday.    
 

Might you be interested in becoming certified to  

join this ministry?  If so, call a member of our 

leadership team:  Steve Franz (717-656-0353),  

or Jim Reindollar (717-393-8210). 

AARP TAX AIDE – Free Tax Help at First Church!  
Monday through Friday, 9:00 am to 1:30 PM – No Appointments 

10 



11 

Problematic Parking!  Parking in the city can be a 

hassle, especially with all the construction.  Unauthorized 

parking in our lot is an ongoing problem.  Our church is 

amazingly busy every day of the week, which means we 

need our parking spaces available.  We ask all members 

of our church family to NOT park in the parking lot unless 

you are attending a church function or, of course, on 

Sundays for worship.  Also please do not park in spaces 

during the week that are marked for the doctors’ offices, 

and never in the tenant spaces.  We appreciate your 

understanding and cooperation as we all do ministry 

together in Lancaster City! 

Calendar Change! 
The transition to the new church calendar system 

is coming along, but there is significant work still 

to be done.  The new calendar can be seen on 

the TV screens in the lobby area, and it will soon 

be linked to our website! 

CLOSINGS & DELAYS 
 

In case of snow or severe winter 

weather, please check WGAL 

website for closure Information.  

Church closings/delays are not 

included on the scrolling TV 

banner.  We will also post delay/

closing information on our website 

& Facebook page, and send out a 

churchwide email.  If you would 

like to receive email notifications, 

please contact Sharon in the 

church office (717-394-7231 or 

secretary@engagegodfirst.org)  

and you’ll be added to the list. 

 
We are blessed to have a commercial kitchen that we 

share with Anchorage Breakfast Program! 
 

Because of our commercial kitchen designation, we as 

a church need to be sure that anyone who uses this 

kitchen- volunteers who help for funeral luncheons, pot 

luck dinners, or serving food on a Sunday morning– 

follows all Safe Serve policies, even when Anchorage is 

not in the building.  What happens in the kitchen 

reflects on the church and the breakfast program! 

   

Please remember that you must: 
 

• Wear hats. 

• Wash hands and wear gloves 

• Take all bracelets off. 

• Any drinks in the kitchen should have lids on them. 

• No eating of any food being prepared. 

• Keep all food to correct temperatures. 

• Clean and sanitize everything. 

• Do not place meat or eggs above any ready food 

in the fridge. 
 

Thank you for your efforts to keep our food and facility 

clean and safe!  With questions, please get in touch 

with Laura or Patty Eastep, Anchorage Breakfast 

Director. 

Thanks for your service! 
 

We own three apartment buildings 

in back of the church.  Joe Reed, 

who is on the Trustee committee,  

is in charge of taking care of them 

and working with our Property 

Management 

Company.   
 

This is a big job 

and we thank 

Joe so much for 

his willingness  

to serve in this 

way and for all 

he does!   
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Join us any time!   
We meet on the 3rd 

Friday of each month 
at 9:30 a.m. in the 

church library. We’d 
love you to be part of 

the discussion! 

 WHERE THE CRAWDADS SING by Delia Owens 

  

For years, rumors of the “Marsh Girl” have haunted Barkley Cove, a quiet town on the North 

Carolina coast. In late 1969, when handsome Chase Andrews is found dead, the locals 

immediately suspect Kya Clark, the so-called Marsh Girl. But Kya is not what they say. 

Sensitive and intelligent, she has survived for years alone in the marsh that she calls home, 

finding friends in the gulls and lessons in the sand. Then the time comes when she yearns to 

be touched and loved. When two young men from town become intrigued by her wild 

beauty, Kya opens herself to a new life–until the unthinkable happens. 

 

Perfect for fans of Barbara Kingsolver and Karen Russell, Where the Crawdads Sing is at 

once an exquisite ode to the natural world, a heartbreaking coming-of-age story, and a 

surprising tale of possible murder. Owens reminds us that we are forever shaped by the 

children we once were, and that we are all subject to the beautiful and violent secrets 

that nature keeps. 

 

Join the discussion of Where the Crawdads Sing on Friday, March 20, at 9:30 A.M. in the  

First Church Library. 

This Lent,  

ponder the 

themes of  
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Spring Cantata  
Sunday, May 3 

8:15 & 10:45 AM Worship services 
 

Featuring the world premiere  

of “Once Upon a Morning”  

by Pepper Choplin.   

 

This exciting morning is presented by 

the First Church Chancel Choir and 

full orchestra under the direction of 

Dr. Brian Norcross.  

 

This work was commissioned 

in memory of Dorothy Hughs  

and Lois Straw. 

5th Annual Epic Easter Eve  
Worship Concert 

Saturday April 11, 8:00 PM 
 

First UMC Sanctuary 

Brian Norcross, Conductor 

Brian Lehman, Worship Arts 

Amy Yovanovich, mezzo soprano 
 

Our annual music & art concert features a 75- 

piece full orchestra, the First Church Chancel 

Choir, the First Church Carol Choir & members 

of the Lancaster Mennonite Children's Choir! 
 

Gustav Mahler Symphony No. 3:  One of the 

most stunning orchestra works in the orchestra 

repertoire, featuring mezzo soprano soloist, 

Amy Yovanovich.  As this epic symphony 

progresses, worship artist Brian Lehman will 

create a live worship art piece that will then  

be displayed Easter Sunday morning! 
 

Admission is free. A free will offering will be  

offered to help defer costs of the event.   

Early seating is recommended. 
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“Discovery Corner Preschool” Happenings 
By Director, Mandee Culp 

   Discovery Corner would like to thank 

you all SO MUCH for making our annual 

Super Bowl Sub Sale fundraiser a HUGE 

success! Thank you to all who purchased 

subs and vouchers; and thank you to all 

who continue to support our school 

through fundraisers, prayers, and 

encouragement. We appreciate you!!  
 

   The winter months can be gloomy, but 

the preschool has been full of smiles 

and cheer! The children have been 

learning about love and families, while 

exploring fun themes and activities such 

as snow, mixing colors, all about mail and 

the post office, and most importantly 

that Jesus loves us – so we can love 

others!  
 

   February flew by but not before we 

had the chance to celebrate Valentine’s 

Day with all of our preschool friends! 

We had a big celebration full of love, 

laughter, pajamas, and ice cream!  
 

   As spring approaches, we look forward 

to getting back outdoors to enjoy the 

warm sunshine and seeing God’s 

wonderful world slowly come back to 

life!  

  We are excited to announce that DCP 

will be transforming the courtyard area 

into an outdoor classroom for our 

students! Exploring nature and being 

outside is SO important in early 

childhood development. Although we are 

in the city, we believe we can use this 

outdoor space to bring nature to the 

children for lots of learning, exploring, 

and fun for many years to come! Stay 

tuned to learn more about our outdoor 

classroom project!  
 

   Enrollment for the 2020-2021 school 

year opens 

to the public 

on February 

27! If you 

have young 

children 

ages 2-5, or 

know anyone 

who does, 

send them our way! Contact director 

Mandee Culp to set up a tour and get 

answers to all your questions!   
 

director@discoverycornerpreschool.com 

or 717-394-7231  

“Clover” the school bunny! 

“Princess & Super Hero Day” during Spirit Week!  
 The 3’s had a blast! 

Each week students from the Pre-K and 3 year old classes  
have the opportunity to take home a book to read with  

their family. Encouraging a love of reading early on leads  
to success in later schooling years. 

DCP has 
many 

interesting 
visitors!  

Including 
Mama & 

Baby Turtle, who were a huge hit! 

mailto:director@discoverycornerpreschool.com
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What does independence mean to you? If you are 

young, you have probably never thought about what 

it means. For seniors, this may be a concern. 

Maintaining independence at home and in their 

community is a major factor in the quality of life they 

may enjoy. Before we look at some tips to help our 

loved one maintain independence, it is essential to 

understand and find a balance between helping too 

much or too little. In time, older loved ones will need 

assistance. It is important to have conversations about 

how the senior’s abilities may change and how best to 

support them when the time comes that they will 

require physical and/or cognitive help. 
 

Now, let’s take a few minutes to consider some 

practical tips on what can be done to help family 

members, friends, or even yourself maintain an 

independent lifestyle for as long as possible.  
 

Declutter – remove objects that may be trip hazards in 

the home. If you or a loved one have a lot of 

knickknacks sitting on the floor or furniture that inhibits 

ease of movement through the house, remove the 

obstacles so there is a clear and safe walking area. 

Don’t forget about outside pathways. Make sure they 

are well-lit to prevent trips and falls. It is important to 

keep necessary items, such as a cell phone nearby 

and readily accessible in the event of an emergency. 
 

Upgrade – Before you or a loved one falls, have 

banisters on stairs and railings on decks or porches 

checked for looseness and replace if needed. Add 

lighting along outside pathways and motion censored 

lights to dimly lit hallways or closets.  A little pre-

planning goes a long way with preventing a fall! 

 

Technology – Connections with family and friends are 

important. That cellphone can be a real lifesaver; a 

link to immediate help, should the need arise. There 

are many benefits to seniors who own and use a 

cellphone including, assistance with emergencies, 

apps that monitor health (ex. blood pressure or 

weight), socialization (Skype and Facetime), 

entertainment to prevent boredom (for example, 

games, movies and music), and peace of mind for you 

that your loved one will be safe and can remain 

active.  
 

A few last thoughts:  
 

1. Don’t make assumptions that just because seniors 

may need help with something once or twice, they 

will always need help. It may just be a 

coincidence. Take time to observe their behavior 

and confirm your concerns with others. 

2. Focus on the senior’s activities and tasks that they 

can do independently or with minimal assistance. 

This will help them retain abilities and boost their 

self-esteem.  

3. Emphasize that the purpose of support is to enable 

your loved one to do what they want as safely and 

independently as possible. Guide them toward 

tasks they are able to do or help them find a way 

that is easier to accomplish an activity. 

 

In Christ's Love, 
 

Lynne Dommel, MSN,RN 

Parish Nurse 

The Parish Nurse is in! 

The glory of the young is their strength; the gray hair of experience is the splendor of the old. – Proverbs 20:29 

GENERAL CONFERENCE INFORMATIONAL MEETINGS 
 

Pastor Joe and the Sacred Worth Team have scheduled some upcoming dates to keep 

the congregation informed about developments in the larger UM Church.  
 

Scheduled meeting dates: 
 

 Sunday, April 19: During the 9:30 & 10:45 worship hours, Pastor Joe will give a pre-

General Conference briefing for people to attend either before or after they attend 

worship. 
 

 Sunday, May 24: Post-General Conference briefing (look for time and format details) 
 

 Sunday June 28, 12 PM (after worship):  post-EPA Annual Conference panel 

discussion with delegates (and lunch!). 
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April 5- Palm Sunday (with distribution of palms) 

  8:15, 9:30 & 10:45 AM  
 

April 9- Maundy Thursday Worship 

  7:00 PM  with communion 
 

April 10- Good Friday Worship with the  

  downtown Lancaster churches 

  12-3 PM   St. James Episcopal Church 

  “Seven Last Words” 
 

April 11- Easter Eve Concert 

  8:00 PM Full orchestra under the direction  

  of Dr. Brian Norcross, performing Gustav  

  Mahler’s epic “Symphony No. 3”, with  

  women’s chorus, children’s chorus, &  

  mezzo soprano Amy Yovanovich. Also  

  featuring worship artist Brian Lehman.  

  Admission is free, with free will offering 
 

April 12- Easter Sunday    

  8:15, 9:30 & 10:45 PM   

  Celebrate the Resurrection! 
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