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   We are pleased to announce that Faith Kickery is our new Coordinator 

of Children’s Ministries, beginning January 6th!  The position is part -time, 

supported by a committee, and will oversee our children’s ministry 

program, including Sunday school, Children’s Church and events like our 

annual VBS. 
 

   Faith is a member of our church family, and she and her husband 

Garrett have two children, Desmond and Olivia. For 10 years, she 

worked at Fulton Financial Company as part of their mortgage team, 

and while there organized the Gift Giving from Fulton Mortgage 

Company employees for local organizations like the Salvation Army and 

Milagro House.   
 

   “At Christmas in 2015,” Faith shared, “upon having my son Desmond, I 

felt a calling to stay home and homeschool my two children.” Since that 

time, she has served as a Sunday School teacher here at First Church, 

and also as preschool teacher and gym teacher for kindergarten and 

first grade with the Cornerstone Homeschool Group. 
 

   Faith says, “I have enjoyed working with all of the children at 

Cornerstone Homeschool Group and First United Methodist Church. I am 

very excited to continue to grow my connections at First Church.” 
 

  We look forward to Faith becoming a part of our team, and to what 

God will do through her gifts and dedication, in the months ahead. 

   I was reading recently in 1 Chronicles and was struck  

by a verse which I am sure I have read before, but had 

never really noticed, because it might have just seemed 

like a footnote.   
 

   In chapter 16, King David, after becoming the new king 

of Israel and establishing his capitol at Jerusalem, made it 

a priority to set up a central place of worship for the 

people.  He had the Ark of the Covenant – which 

symbolized the very presence of God – brought to the 

city and set inside a temporary sanctuary (his son 

Solomon would build a permanent temple later). He 

made sure that musicians, priests, vessels and everything 

else needed for worship were in place, in accordance 

with Torah, and then took part in worship himself. The 

passages then ends this way:  
 

   “Then all the people left, each for their own home,  

and David returned home to bless his family” (16:43). 

 

   David, we are told, went home to “bless his family” 

after participating in worship – I don’t believe this is an 

incidental reference, but very much presented as cause 

and effect. That is, David’s experience of worship led 

directly to him being a blessing to his family, and in ways 

he could not have been otherwise. Why might that be?  

The central thing we do in worship is focus upon the Lord, 

and it is hard to do that without gaining some 

perspective on life.  

   If we are truly open to the glory of God in worship, it 

leads to humility –  to the realization that we are frail, 

fallible and prone to mistakes.  How can this not lead to 

more humility and gentleness in dealing with our loved 

ones?  In worship, we are reminded that our lives are 

meant to be about something greater than just making 

money or figuring out how to negotiate the crisis of the 

moment, but to glorify God and love those around us. 

And, if we are listening to God’s Word in worship, we will 

be hearing many things about how God intends us to 

treat one another: like the willingness to  serve, or the call 

to practice forgiveness – those two things alone will go a 

long way to dissipating resentment, and bringing healing 

to the home.  
 

   In our fast-paced, information-overloaded world, there 

really is nowhere other than worship where we can go 

regularly to receive those things, and be renewed in our 

minds and hearts about the most important things in life. 

In the New Year, let us resolve to renew the spiritual 

discipline of pubic worship. Let us do so the sake of our 

own souls, to be sure. But let us also do so, in order to be 

a blessing to our families – and to all the people God has 

put in our lives.  

 

Pastor Joe 

The Blessing of Worship 

 



Gone to Heaven 
Prayers for comfort for  

family & friends  
 

Ruth Fitze - 11/28/19  

Mary Duvel - 11/28/19  

Henry Wentz - 1/5/20  
 

One year anniversary  

   of passing 
 

January 10 - Mary Wentz  

January 23 - Evie Lowry  

 

Transferred 
 

Douglas Ockrymiek to  

   Concordia Evangelical  

   Lutheran Church,  

   Columbia, PA 
 

James Campbell & Sarah  

   Mitchell to Otterbein UMC 

 

Withdrawn Membership 
 

Patricia Mentzer- 12/1/19 

Birthdays!  (Friends at Home & those  

in our family who are 90 years & older!) 

January 1 - Taylor Cloud  

January 3 - Dorothy Kerr  

January 8 - John Gross  

January 9 - Ruth Yingst  

January 10 - Blake Nicholson  

January 19 - Jean Isenberger  

January 20 - Joan Trott  

January 21 - Bill Cherry  

February 6 - Michael Deckman  

February 14 - Lorraine Cunningham  

February 17 - William Coakley  

February 18 - Fred Smith  

February 20 - Joan Masten  

February 23 - Doris Biechler  

February 25 - Ellen Cassaday  

February 26 - Jeanne Sonntag  

February 27 - Maryella Sanders  

 

Anniversaries! (couples married 50+ years!) 

January 26 - Blakely & Patricia Eyster - 63 yrs.  

February 11 - Bob & Letty Geiger - 53 yrs.  

February 14 - Larry & Sue Kepner - 50 yrs.  

February 27 - Jim & Anne Brown - 60 yrs.  

 

Keeping 
Up With 

our 
Church 
Family! 

Our Vision 
To be a central hub  

of Christian ministry in  
Lancaster County & beyond 

 

Our Mission 
Connect people to Jesus Christ  
& the church,  grow Christian 
disciples, & relieve suffering 

New Babies! 

Colton Bryce Dissinger, son of Gregory & Lauren  

   (Shaefer) Dissinger, December 18, 2019. Grateful  

   grandparents are David & Kimbra Schaefer  

Howard & Leona Brecht  

New Members  

November 24, 2019 

Celebration of Baptism 

December 1, 2019  
 

Theodore Robert Punzi, son of Alex & Sarah (Richer) Punzi,  

   & grandson of Paul & Debbie Richer 
 

Luke Everett Richer, son of Andrew & Kacie Richer,  

   & grandson of Paul & Debbie Richer 
 

Dean Chapman Wright, son of Chapman & Aubrey  

   (Wolf) Wright, & grandson of Jim & Andrea Wolf 
 

January 12, 2020   

 

Adelyn Rylie Grove, daughter of Lindsay Grove,  

   & granddaughter of Bruce & Julie Grove 

Change of Address 
 

Rory & Jennifer Lipsett 

1712 Newport Dr 

Lancaster, PA  17602-1310 
 

Elizabeth Zorrilla 

288 W. Cottage Place 

York, PA  17401-2160 

elizabethannie2426@gmail.com 

Matthew Rutherford 

22 Pacific Blvd 

Ephrata, PA  17522-8355 
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Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 26th 
 

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 26th and the following Sunday, March 1st 

we begin a church-wide Lenten study based on the story of Les Misérables.  
 

In The Grace of Les Misérables, author and pastor Matt Rawle takes a look at the 

classic Les Misérables in a new way—through the lens of faith. Rawle dives into six 

themes found in the story—grace, justice, poverty, revolution, love, and hope—each 

represented by a character in Hugo’s story. As these imperfect and relatable 

characters interact, we can see how these ideas work together (perhaps even in 

spite of each other) out in the world. 
 

Our four adult Sunday School classes will use this study throughout Lent. If you are 

unable to join a class, perhaps you might consider holding a study in your home or 

at church?  Contact Pastor Janet by February 15th if you would like to host a group 

and if you would like the church to order leader materials.  
 

We will purchase a few copies of the movie Les Misérables to lend out to those who 

are not able to see the movie before the series begins.  Would you consider having 

a movie night in your home and inviting some church family members to see it?  The Lenten series companion 

book can be purchased on Amazon or Cokesbury or other book distributors.  If you are unable to purchase a 

book online, please bring your completed form to the office with your payment by February 15th and the 

church will order a copy for you.   

  

            

Name _______________________________________________   Phone number _________________________________ 

 
Email address  __________________________________________________________________________ 

 
$13.00 x _____ (# of books)  = ________________    Check or cash enclosed:  __________    
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This column has often reviewed books 

concerning the issue of homosexuality  

and Christianity.  This month I would like  

to focus on the pamphlet, “Reflections on 

Homosexuality and Same-Sex Marriage” 

by William T. Cherry, United Methodist 

Pastor, Retired.  Since his retirement 26 

years ago, Pastor Cherry has been a 

beloved and well-respected part of our 

church family.  For many years, he served 

First Church as Minister of Education and 

taught classes on the Bible, Christian theology,  

and social issues relating to Christianity.  He was a 

major force in the development of the Sacred  

Worth team and served as its Chair for many years. 
 

“Coming to the convictions underlying what is  

said here took perhaps three decades, and grows 

out of my pastoral experience particularly in 

downtown Philadelphia.  The gay men I spoke with 

during my ministry at Arch Street United Methodist 

Church uniformly testified to me that their 

homosexuality was not a choice but an attraction 

they could only conclude was inborn for them.   

This repeated witness forced a rethinking of my 

traditional view, and led me in a continuing  

study and conversation on the subject, which 

eventuated in the positions taken here. 
 

Given my lifelong engagement with scripture, both 

personally and professionally,  I wasn’t satisfied that 

the issue was simply one of human rights, but one 

which needed biblical warrant if I were 

to come to a new understanding of the 

LGBTQ orientation and lifestyle. 
 

I’ve tried to be faithful in dealing with the 

biblical material about our sexuality, not 

only with the best scholarship I’ve been 

able to bring to it, but also with the 

scrupulous honestly it has required of me 

given the difficult history our whole 

culture has had with it.” 
 

In an autobiographical note at the end of his 

booklet, Pastor Cherry writes: 
 

“Pastor Cherry’s view point in his “Reflections” is that 

people who have made the Bible the basis of their 

faith and life must not allow their convictions on such 

a fundamental issue to be considered simply in social 

justice terms but rather must consider a firm biblical 

and theological basis.  He ably combines changing 

societal understanding of homosexuality with what 

that understanding means in the context of biblical 

teachings concerning sexuality and marriage.” 

 

I’m not going to write a more complete review  

of Pastor  Cherry’s work, but rather urge you to  

read it for yourself.  It’s short and is available in  

PDF form by clicking the link on our newsletter page 

entitled “click here to read Rev. Cherry’s booklet”. 

 

JoAnne Foss 

Join us any time!   
We meet on the 3rd 

Friday of each month 
at 9:30 a.m. in the 

church library. We’d 
love you to be part of 

the discussion! 

EDUCATED    by Tara Westover 
 

Born to survivalists in the mountains of 

Idaho, Tara Westover was seventeen the 

first time she set foot in a classroom. Her 

family was so isolated from mainstream 

society that there was no one to ensure 

the children received an education, 

and no one to intervene when one of 

Tara’s older brothers became violent. 

When another brother got himself into 

college, Tara decided to try a new kind 

of life. Her quest for knowledge 

transformed her, taking her over oceans 

and across continents, to Harvard and 

to Cambridge University. Only then 

would she wonder if she’d traveled too 

far, if there was still a way home.   
 

You are welcome to join the discussion 

of Educated on Friday, February 21, at 

9:30 in the First Church Library. 
February 26th 

7:00 p.m. 
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“Morning Youth” 
 

Middle school & high school students meet at 

9:30am at the Contemporary Service for worship 

songs and greeting time, and then move to their 

respective classrooms.  In both classes, they 

participate in lessons that systematically walk  

them through Scripture, helping to give a deeper 

understanding of the overarching narrative of the 

Bible and how all of it points to Jesus. 
 

For more information on our Youth program,  

please contact Samuel Longmire 

(youth@engagegodfirst.org)  

Children’s Sunday School   
 

 Nursery Care is available at all three worship services  

 for little ones 4 years old and younger. The nursery is  

 located on the 1st floor, across from the sanctuary. 
 

 Preschoolers through 5th grade gather together in  

 Room 209 (upstairs) for opening songs and fun! Their  

 teachers will then take them to their classrooms,  

 where parents will pick them up at 10:30 a.m.  
 

Pick up rooms:  

Preschooler – Nursery   

Kindergarten & 1st graders- Room 207 

2nd & 3rd graders- Room 205 

4th & 5th graders- Room 206 
 

We invite our children to attend church with their 

families at the 8:15 or 10:45 a.m. services. Activity 

bags are available at the Welcome Center for 

children to work on during the service. If your child 

completes the sermon & service activity sheet 

included in the bag, they may take it to the 

Welcome Center after worship and get a prize! 

Nursery Care is available at all three worship services 

for little ones 4 years old and younger. The nursery is 

located on the 1st floor, across from the sanctuary. 

Adult Sunday School Classes 
 

God’s Wild Kingdom 

Rm 240 - leaders Jeff & Kathy Steed 

This energetic group, some of whom are parents of middle 

school and high school aged children, has several guest 

teachers throughout the year, as well as DVD-based studies  

on how to life out our faith in the world.  
 

Koinonia Class 

Rm 201 – leaders Nancy Bradley, Regina Karshin 
 

 This group of professionals and recently retired members discuss 

many different current and poignant themes throughout the 

year and is led by class members and guest teachers.  
 

Wesleyan Class 

Rm 214 – leaders Carol Pyfer & Ron Trout,  

John & Katherine Spear 

This is a highly dedicated, motivated, and large group of  

retired members who study several different DVD-based 

curriculum on life and faith, and is led by class members  

and guest speakers each Sunday.  
 

Christian Journey 

Rm 232 - leaders Jim Goudie, Don Herneisen, Wanda Whare  

The Christian Journey class is for adults of all ages.  An emphasis 

is put on discussion inspired by Scripture, books, DVDs, and guest 

speakers.  You are welcome to come any time but you may 

want to plan your times based where the class is headed: 

For more information, write to jagoudie@comcast.net.  
 

   Through February 2nd, the Rev. David Myers is leading a series  

   on “The Challenge of the Gospel of Love.” 
 

   Three Special Psalms:  Each of these Sundays will focus on one  

   Psalm as we consider how it speaks to us personally: 
 

 February 9 — Don Herneisen — Psalm 23 

 February 16 — Wanda Whare — Psalm 139 

 February 23 — Jim Goudie — Psalm 51 
 

   March 1 - April 5:  “The Grace of Les Misérables”  —  In this six- 

   week Lenten study, author and pastor Matt Rawle dives into  

   six ideals found in the story—grace, justice, poverty, revolution,  

   love, and hope—each represented by a character in Hugo's  

   story.  This study will be a special focus of our congregation  

   during Lent. 
 

   On Easter, April 12:  We will meet informally, enjoy refreshments  

   and enter into good conversation! 

Classes  
meet at  

9:30 a.m. 
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Thank you to a very energetic group of LCBC 

youth for helping with food prep for the Extra 

Give meal!  Their cheerfulness and hard work 

were very much appreciated! 
 

Thank you to a group of youth from Lancaster 

Brethren in Christ Church for helping to serve 

breakfast on Friday, November 29.  It’s such a 

joy to see young people serving their 

community! 
 

Thank you to a group from the School District of 

Lancaster for handing out coats to each guest 

after breakfast.  The guests were grateful to 

have a warm coat given to them by a team of 

caring people.   
 

Did you see us on WGAL and in the newspaper?  

Thanks to Anne Shannon who interviewed Patty 

and some of our guests for a story about 

Anchorage Breakfast!  Also Earle Cornelius from 

LNP wrote two articles about Anchorage and 

the impact this ministry is having in our city.  

Thank you to both organizations for caring 

about our community and the struggles faced 

by some of the people who live here!  
 

LancasterOnline article 

LBIC Youth! 

Update from  
        the kitchen! 

In 2019, we served 44,606 meals to our neighbors in need- over 4,500 more meals 

than during 2018! As the need for meals grows, we at Anchorage Breakfast are 

committed to continue to offer a healthy meal in a safe welcoming atmosphere. 

LCBC Youth! 

Coat giveaway 

https://lancasteronline.com/features/anchorage-breakfast-program-does-more-than-feed-the-homeless-it/article_43458bc0-0d50-11ea-b67a-8be316e43689.html?fbclid=IwAR0hBcW_Op12jEyzwi7DVS_qQyvqcXGon6WdS07ZmSp0EAbLbgfF_9BuH60
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THANK YOU THANK YOU  

THANK YOU  
to everyone who participated 

in the ExtraGive event for 

Anchorage Breakfast!   

Those who cooked, served & 

cleaned up our meal, all the 

talented musicians, all the 

support staff who helped our 

guests, and all those who 

donated money to support 

this vital outreach.  We raised 

over $25,000!!!  The outpouring 

of generosity  

from our community is 

overwhelming! 

Anchorage Breakfast Program initiated a pilot program this past fall to make 

shower facilities available for our guests and has decided to make it a permanent 

feature of the ministry! We estimate that perhaps a third or so of the people who attend 

our breakfast ministry regularly are homeless and have little or no access to showers. 

Though this might not occur to us, it really does affect the people’s lives in terms of 

health, self-esteem, and in the need to interact with others in society. For example, when 

a person is seeking a place to rent, or trying to find a job, being clean can make all the 

difference in the world.  
 

  We received a $2,000 grant for the pilot program from the Lancaster Community Foundation, and began the 

program in October, using the shower facilities in the two rest rooms opposite the Celebration Center. Guests 

reserved a 15-minute slot for one of two mornings each week, during the 7-8 AM hour. Guest services (security) 

personnel are employed to be present each morning.  Six shower slots have been available each day, and usually 

five or six slots are filled.  Somedays we have a waiting list!  
 

  During the first 10 weeks, 35 persons benefited, most of whom had the privilege of showering several times during 

that period.  An enormous amount of shower supplies have been donated, and each morning our guests receive a 

bath towel, wash cloth, shampoo, soap, deodorant, socks, tooth brush & toothpaste.  We also have hair dryers 

available for their use.  
 

  Some of those who have showered did so in preparation for job interviews. Several are now employed and housed!  

Here are some of the testimonies and words of gratitude shared by participants: 
 

 “Thank you – I feel like a real person.”   

 “I feel confident and ready to face my job interview; thank you.”   

 “I was at the point of not being able to stand my own self; thank you” 

 “You’re an angel; thank you for offering me dignity.”  

 

  Anchorage Breakfast has been awarded a $5,000 grant to continue the shower program in the new year, which 

should cover the cost of 4-5 months. We encountered no significant problems during the pilot program, and in 

December, both the Anchorage Board and Administrative Council voted to continue the program!  

Saturday, April 18th 

Tickets available at www.homebrewersball.com  

(purchase before February 1st & save $5!) 

We are grateful for the support  

of the community and the wiliness 

of many organizations who offer 

fundraising events to support 

Anchorage Breakfast. One such 

community organization is the 

Lancaster Brewers Club!  
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This article was included in the December 2019 newsletter but displayed incorrectly  

when printed, so the second half of the article was not visible.  Here it is again in its entirety.  

Many apologies for the confusion when you tried to read it! 

   As Christians, we believe in the grace of 

God – the undeserved love of God. We are 

taught to love others as we are loved by 

God – a daunting task. We also know there is 

truth. Truth is the reality of right and wrong, 

and living that out in Christ daily. John 1:14 

says, “the Word became flesh and dwelt 

among us, and we beheld His glory, the 

glory as of the only begotten of the Father, 

full of grace and truth.” We know that grace 

cannot be separated from truth. Neither can 

truth be separated from grace. Jesus told us that if we 

love him, we will obey His commands (John 14:15-17). 

The Bible records a recurring history of God’s people 

(us!) following him and walking in obedience to God’s 

truth for a time, but then falling away, only to have to 

be renewed. And so many Churches have shown the  

same pattern.    
 

   Our United Methodist Church is deeply divided over 

the issue of sexuality and marriage, and there has been 

great contention and bitterness as these matters have 

been debated at General Conference, the ruling body 

of the global UMC. Last February, the “Traditional Plan” 

was passed by General Conference, and was mostly 

upheld by the UMC’s Judicial Council last month. The 

Traditional Plan reaffirms the current language on 

sexuality and marriage in our Book of Discipline, which, 

among other things, declares the practice of homo-

sexuality incompatible with Christian teaching. Since 

February there has been much conflict over this, the loss 

of church members, and a decline in giving across the 

denomination.  Our local church has not been immune 

to the fallout.  
 

   The Traditional Plan was backed by the Wesley 

Covenant Association (WCA), of which I am a member.  

I believe there is much confusion in our church 

regarding the WCA, the traditional plan and those who 

support it. I have come to know many WCA members in 

our conference. Speaking for myself (and I think they 

would agree), I would affirm we are all sinners and fall 

short of what God expects of us. We strive to love God 

and all the people of the world – no exceptions, as God 

has instructed us through the Great Commandment.  

We also believe that the undeserved love of God – 

God’s saving grace – is  a free gift to everyone – no 

exceptions.  As I tell our confirmation students each 

week, God loves us, and there is nothing we can do to 

change that, NOTHING! So, how can we say that, and 

endorse the language of the traditional plan? 
 

   I described the WCA in my November 

newsletter article. This group of orthodox, 

evangelical, United Methodist clergy and 

laity strongly affirm the grace of God, and 

find it throughout the Bible. But we also 

believe that grace does not cancel God’s 

commands to us, or his expectation that we 

obey them. There are many ways which 

people fall short of God’s standards on sex 

and marriage – and that includes every one 

of us.  We can affirm both the love of God 

for us in our failures AND the truth of God in his Word.   
 

   Though people have gone through many mental 

gymnastics to explain away Bible passages that prohibit 

same-sex behavior, to many of us, there really is no way 

to make the Bible approve of such acts – let alone 

various other behaviors involved in the growing 

acronym of LGBTQIAP, etc.  I know that is where we 

differ from our progressive members. I believe, as do 

many friends in the WCA, that the Bible teaches a 

consistent ethic about marriage and sex, rooted in our 

creation as male and female, and reaffirmed in many 

ways throughout the Word of God.  In passages like 

Romans 1, where Paul says that homosexual acts are 

“against nature,” he is pointing back to the nature of 

things as intended by the creator, who made us male 

and female. People often cite tradition, reason and 

experience – the other things which inform how 

Wesleyans understand God’s ways.  But Scripture is 

supreme. That is truly Wesleyan. We simply cannot 

erase, ignore or explain away the parts of the Bible 

which today’s culture finds objectionable. 
 

   All of this being said, the WCA is so much more than 

this. The WCA affirms orthodox, Evangelical, Wesleyan 

teachings. We affirm the ancient creeds of the church, 

the triune God and the Lordship of Jesus Christ. Finally, 

we believe to love God, we must embrace both Grace 

and Truth. If you missed the last newsletter article on the 

WCA, please take some time and read it.  If you have 

any questions on WCA, please contact myself, Pastor 

Joe or Pastor Janet.  

 

Joe Reed 

Proclaiming Both Grace AND Truth 
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                 GENERAL CONFERENCE INFORMATIONAL MEETINGS 
 

Pastor Joe and the Sacred Worth Team have scheduled some upcoming dates to keep 

the congregation informed about developments in the larger UM Church.  
 

The first will be Sunday afternoon, February 23, at 2 PM.  This will be a panel discussion 

with regional UM leaders to talk about the various separation plans which will be before 

the 2020 General Conference in Minneapolis on May 5-15. Other upcoming dates:   
 

 Sunday April 19 during the 9:30 & 10:45 worship hours, Pastor Joe will give a pre-

General Conference briefing for people to attend either before or after they attend 

worship. 
 

 Sunday, May 24: Post-General Conference briefing (look for time and format details) 
 

 Sunday June 28, 12 PM (after worship):  post-EPA Annual Conference panel discussion with delegates 

(and lunch!). 
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Manifest Ladies’ Day 
Saturday, February 8 

9 AM - 12:30 PM 
 

You’re invited to join an all-female 

volunteer work crew for our Manifest 

housing ministry!  No heavy lifting and  

no special skills required. Devotions and 

snacks provided. This is a great way to 

make friends while doing good works of 

service to help our community. Please let 

us know if you would like to join us!   Email 

Correen at correen.lumina@gmail.com 

Clothing  
Drive! 

 

LUMINA is leading a clothing drive for the 

School Uniform Clothing Bank! Housed at Pearl 

Street UMC, the SUCB is in great need of new 

and gently used uniforms- especially in toddler 

(3T & 4T) and adult sizes; however, all sizes will 

be collected. Accepted clothing includes long 

or short sleeved white collared shirts, long or 

short sleeved white, light blue, or navy blue  

polo shirts, tan or navy pants, and navy  

blue cardigan sweaters. 
 

Look for the LUMINA Clothing Drive bin  

in the lobby by the church office!  Thank you for 

your support of our Lancaster School children 



13 

Our youth group recently attended the annual Youth Rally in Ocean City, MD. 

The Youth Rally is a large event put on by the Peninsula-Delaware Conference 

and is a lively weekend of worship music, messages, breakout sessions, and fun 

community building among our students. The group had a wonderful time 

learning, worshiping, and sharing fun experiences together. 
 

There is also a “preaching contest” during the event and our own Sophia 

Steed won! She was then able to share her message with the 3,500 other 

students at the Rally, as well as personally interact with several prominent 

speakers and musicians backstage. When interviewed by Bishop Peggy 

Johnson before her turn to speak, Sophia shared, “I'm excited to share God’s 

Word with so many people, and I hope it will have an impact!”. 
 

Congratulations to Sophia!  We look forward to seeing where God leads you! 

 
PARKING FOR FIRST CHURCH ACTIVITIES 

 

Parking in the city can be difficult at times. First Church is  
blessed to have more parking available than any other  

downtown church, yet parking remains a challenge. Hopefully  
the following information will be helpful to you as you  

participate in church activities. 
 
MONDAY – SATURDAY:  
 

You may park in any of the designated spaces for First Church 
only!  Please do not use spaces indicated for the doctor’s offices 
or tenants of the apartment buildings.   
 

SUNDAY:  
 

In addition to the whole of the parking lot (including those marked 
for doctor’s offices), you may park at the following businesses free 
of charge:  
 

 The Village, 205 North Christian Street  

 From Walnut Street (church is on the right), take 1st left 
 onto Christian Street.  Go about 1/2 block down and 
 parking lot is on the right (approx. 0.1 mi to church) 

 Atlee Hall Law Firm, 415 North Duke Street  

 Entrance is halfway down the block on the left, between 
 James and Lemon St.  Turn left into driveway at law firm 
 sign and parking lot is in the rear (approx. 0.4 mi )  

 Jack Williams Tire & Auto, 300 North Queen Street 

 Going past the church on Walnut St, turn right on  
 N Queen and immediately turn left into the parking lot 
 (approx. 0.1 mi to church) 
 

PARKING GARAGES:  
 

The Red Rose Garage (N Queen St & W Chestnut St) offers free 
Sunday parking from 7:30 AM- 1 PM. Customers must take a 
ticket to get the free rate. Customers who enter prior to 7:30 AM 
or after 1 PM will be charged the regular hourly rate. 
 

The North Queen Street Parking Garage, 424 North Queen 
Street.  There is a fee to park in the garage, including Sundays. 
 

STREET PARKING:  
 

If you park on the street, be aware of all signs near the place 
which you park. On Sundays, the Parking Authority and the police 
will ticket you if you are parked in street spaces which indicate “no 
Sunday morning parking” or if you are parked in a handicap space 
without a placard.   
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Problematic Parking!  Parking in the city can be a hassle, 

especially with all the construction.  Unauthorized parking in 

our lot is an ongoing problem.  Our church is amazingly busy 

every day of the week, which means we need our parking 

spaces available.  We ask all members of our church family 

to NOT park in the parking lot unless you are attending a 

church function or, of course, on Sundays for worship.  We 

appreciate your understanding and cooperation as we all 

do ministry together in Lancaster City! 

Calendar Change! 
We are transitioning to a new system for the 

entire church calendar, and all of the data is 

being switched by hand.  Unfortunately that 

leaves room for human (Laura!) error.  Once the 

data has all been switched over and the new 

system is in place, every group will be asked to 

check and be sure they are listed correctly.   
 

I will keep everyone up dated when the 

transition has taken place and what you need 

to do to assure your event is listed.  
 

I’m working very hard to be accurate and I 

appreciate your patience & cooperation! 

From the desk of Laura Meisl, Facilities Manager 

The Church is Closed! 
Below is a list of holidays when the 

church building is closed and no 

meetings or events will be held.  

 

January 20th 

Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday 
 

   April 10th 

        Good Friday 
 

           May 25th 

       Memorial Day 
 

       July 3rd 

       Independence Day 
 

   September 7th 

  Labor Day 
 

   November 26th & 27th 

 Thanksgiving 
 

December 25th & 28th 

Christmas 
 

January 1, 2021 

New Year’s Day  

 

Anchorage Breakfast Program will be 

open and operate as usual on any 

holiday that falls during the weekday. 

CLOSINGS & DELAYS 
 

In case of snow or severe winter 

weather, please check WGAL 

website for closure Information.  

Church closings/delays are not 

included on the scrolling TV 

banner.  We will also post delay/

closing information on our website 

& Facebook page, and send out a 

churchwide email.  If you would 

like to receive email notifications, 

please contact Sharon in the 

church office (717-394-7231 or 

secretary@engagegodfirst.org)  

and you’ll be added to the list. 

Mighty Men & Women!  First UMC is blessed with a 90,000 square foot building to hold all of its ministries!  

The building is used heavily and is always in need of maintenance.  Since 2014, a small group of volunteers has 

been working hard to improve and maintain the building.  They have repainted rooms, replaced toilet valves, 

cleaned windows, cleaned air vents, re-organized keys, replaced hundreds of burned out lights, replaced 

ceiling tiles, did outside clean up, and repaired many doors and windows! 
 

The group is made up of men and women, and they welcome anyone who feels called to help maintain the 

building and agrees to two requirements: committing to work at least 6 out of the 12 monthly days each year, 

and contributing $100 yearly to their “fix it” fund (this fund is separate from the church maintenance budget).   

For more information, contact Kent Kroehler (717-569-5807 or kent.joy32@gmail.com). 
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             The Land of Jesus: Then and Now    January 28th-February 7th 
 

At the end of this month, Pastor Joe leads a group of pilgrims to Israel.  Visits to the 

places where Jesus lived and ministered will be coupled with visits with people who are 

working today for the same peace and justice about which Jesus taught.  A visit to 

Jesus' birthplace in Bethlehem, and to Nazareth where he played with other children, 

to Capernaum where he spent time with his friends and disciples, and on to Jerusalem 

where he challenged the money changers in the Temple will open our eyes to 

nuances of the scriptures. In Taybeh, we will meet with struggling business owners. 

Outside Bethlehem, we will meet with farmers who are working hard to hold onto their 

ancestral lands.  Both families are working within prohibitive practices with a Christ-like 

spirit, and thus opening our eyes to the nuances of being disciples in the Land of Jesus 

today. Pictures from the returning pilgrims will be forthcoming! 

New year, new you!  
 

Did you resolve to quit smoking, lose weight, exercise 

more, or stop worrying? Are these the same ones you 

made last year and the year before that? Does the 

determination to get healthy falter by President’s Day?  
 

Creating new habits takes time and energy. A new 

behavior won’t come without challenges, but you 

may soon realize some of the benefits fairly quickly. 

Having a great incentive to keep going when the 

going gets tough will help you stay on track (for 

example, starting a new exercise plan because 

bathing suit season is not far off). Perhaps following the 

following tips will help you create long lasting change: 
 

• Dream big – Lofty goals can be compelling. 

Perhaps you want to compete in a triathlon or lose 

50 pounds. With perseverance and support, you 

can do it! You may even inspire others around you. 

They may join you in your effort or they may 

encourage you in your in your quest to reach your 

goal. 

• Break the big dream into manageable steps – 

Small steps are easier to accomplish than the 

entire BIG goal. So, think “tiny” as you make your 

“list of steps” to accomplish the goal. If you want to 

de-clutter your home, break that down into what 

room you want to start with and when you want 

that cleaned, then identify another room and the 

date, and so on. Focus on the small steps along 

the way. 

• Understand why you shouldn’t make a change – 

When you are making a change, think it through. 

Identify the pluses and minuses. It is important to 

understand why you are hanging on to old habits 

and routines, because it may be hard to muster 

enough energy to make the change. Old habits, 

such as smoking have pleasurable, as well as, 

unhealthy results. So, if you enjoy taking a break 

from work so you can smoke, figure out a healthy 

and enjoyable alternative for taking a break. 

• Commit yourself – Make yourself accountable by 

sharing your goal through a written or verbal 

contract. You can do this is a small or big way. For 

example, you can share with your loved ones or 

colleagues or you can make it public by posting 

on Facebook or Twitter. 

• Give yourself a medal – Reaching a lofty goal can 

be daunting. Acknowledging your success along 

the way can do wonders for keeping you 

motivated to reach your goal. Perhaps you can 

download the “Attaboy” app so you can hear 

positive, encouraging compliments along the way. 

• Learn from the past – This is a crucial part to 

success. Each sincere attempt represents a lesson 

learned. In education, FAIL means First Attempt In 

Learning. So, you hit a hurdle, now what? Take a 

moment to think about what did and didn't work. 

Maybe you took on too big a challenge? If so, 

scale back to a less ambitious challenge, or break 

the steps into even tinier steps. 

• Last, but not least, give thanks for what you do – 

Forget perfection! Set your sights on accomplishing 

the goal. I’ve heard it said, If you “Compete to 

Complete”, then you’ll be a winner every time. Set 

your sights on finishing the marathon, not on 

running it. With the “Compete to Complete” 

mentality, you’re a winner even if you walk half of 

the marathon. 
 

Have a Happy and Healthy New Year! 
 

In Christ’s Love, 

Lynne Dommel, MSN, RN                                                                                                        

Parish Nurse 

The Parish Nurse is in! 

“May he give you the desire of your heart and make all your plans succeed.” Psalm 20:4 (NIV) 
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8:15 & 10:45 AM    

Traditional worship 

organ music, choirs,   

liturgy & hymns 
 

9:30 AM    

Contemporary worship 

Paise band playing contemporary 

Christian music, multimedia,  

informal worship style 
 

Sunday School 

9:30 AM for adults, youth & children 
 

Qualified nursery care is available  

during all services. 

www.EngageGodFirst.org 

717-394-7231 

First United Methodist Church 
29 E Walnut St, Lancaster 
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