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   It is easy to get so focused on the issues, crises and 

pressures of the moment, that we forget how God has 

been at work over the longer arc of our existence as  

a community. Last month we celebrated All Saints 

Sunday, an important tradition. Recalling the saints of 

the past, and the impact they have had, can be a 

great encouragement to us as we look to the future.  

I recently learned about two persons from First Church’s 

history who made a difference that still can be felt 

today in our community.  
 

   One was Rev. Lewis M. Hobbs (1824-1901). As a 

member of the congregation in the 1850s, Hobbs 

founded a school to train teachers for the still-

developing public school system in Lancaster County. 

That school evolved into today’s Millersville University, 

which has educated thousands of students, and sent 

them into the world to serve, build, and influence many 

lives.  Hobbes was a local preacher, and later served as 

chaplain of a black regiment (the 3rd USCT) during the 

Civil War; still later he went into full-time ministry with the 

Philadelphia Conference.  
 

   The other person was Rev. Paul G. Hayes (1891-1994), 

who grew up in First Church, and began volunteering 

for mission work as a youth. In 1915, while a college 

student at F & M, he became the first superintendent of 

the Water Street Mission, which served homeless and 

addicted persons with both shelter and evangelistic 

outreach. In 1917, Hayes oversaw the mission’s formal 

incorporation. Water Street Mission continues its ministry 

among the homeless today, with wide support from 

churches and individuals across the county. Hayes also 

was the founding pastor (in 1916) of the Ross Street 

UMC.  He later attended seminary and was ordained, 

served as a missionary to China, and still later, as a 

pastor and district superintendent in the Minnesota 

Conference. He died at the age of 103 in 1994. 
 

   Those are just two examples of people whose lives 

were shaped by our congregation, and who went on  

to have an impact that has endured for more than a 

century. I know there are more, and I am interested in 

learning other stories about people from First Church 

who have served our community in ways that 

reverberate to the present.  Perhaps you know of 

people who have founded, or offered significant 

leadership to, hospitals, schools, foundations, or missions 

of various sorts. Can you pass that along?   
 

   The stories of our saints can be a great 

encouragement to the present generation that our 

work for the Lord is not in vain! 

 

Pastor Joe 

 

 

 

Remembering Our Saints 
Pastor Joe DiPaolo 

THE CHURCH BUILDING WILL BE CLOSED  
on Wednesday, December 25th & Thursday, 

December 26th for Christmas.  The building 

will also be closed on Wednesday,  

January 1st for New Year’s Day.   
 

Anchorage will be open & serving 

breakfast on these days. 
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Birthdays!  (those in our family who are 90 years & older!) 

December 1 - Robert McCleary 

December 3 - Billie Reed 

December 16 - Esther Ebright 

December 19 - Robert Bare 

 

Anniversaries! (couples married 50+ years!) 

December 2 - Dutch & Pat Lorah (52 yrs.) 

December 3 - Bruce & Mary Alyce Thompson (53 yrs.) 

December 12 - Warren & Merry Phillips (55 yrs.) 

December 13 - Chuck & Jean Yrigoyen (61 yrs.) 

December 16 - David & Christine Poorbaugh (52 yrs.) 

December 17 - Bob & Victoria Meck (49 yrs.) 

December 20 - Roy & Joan Burks (50 yrs.) 

December 28 - Jim & Beth Streaker (51 yrs.) 

December 30 - John & Sally Gross (65 yrs.) 

December 30 - John & Katherine Spear (58 yrs.) 

 

Keeping 
Up With 

our 
Church 
Family! 

Our Vision 
To be a central hub  

of Christian ministry in  
Lancaster County & beyond 

 

Our Mission 
Connect people to Jesus Christ & 

the church,  grow Christian 
disciples, & relieve suffering 

Kevin Lee, son of Ron 

& Leslie Lee, married 

Melissa Dorsey on  

August 24, 2019! 

Katie Gustafson, daughter of Jacque 

Gustafson, married Kesse Humphreys  

on November 2, 2018.  Daughter Adeline 

joined the family on June 24, 2018. 

New Babies 

Ellie Frances Meredith, daughter of 

Jonathan and Catherine Meredith, 

was born on November 7, 2019.   

Grateful grandparents are Jeff and 

Nancy Bradley. 
 

Gone to Heaven 

Nancy Bair - October 12, 2019 

Arthur Buchholz - November 8, 2019 
 

Newly Married! 

Christian J. Weder to Jaime Herr  

- October 4, 2019 
 

Joseph Kennedy to Briena Healy  

- November 3, 2019 
 

Change of Address 

John & Cindy Rathvon 

776 Nancy Lane, Lancaster 17601 

Ben Fowler will celebrate his birthday 

on December 20.  PLEASE let him 

know that all of us here at First UM 

Church are thinking about him.   

His mother, Kathy, has provided the 

guidelines for sending a card to  

Ben during his incarceration.  
 

• All mail must be sent in a 

completely white envelope,  

• No stickers, no stick-on address 

label 

• Print your address with your  full 

name, stamps are allowed 

• Card must contain a hand written 

note.   

• If you have any questions,  call or 

email Kathy Fowler.  
 

Smart Communications/PADOC  

SCI Mahanoy  

Ben Fowler NA4780  

PO Box 33028  

St. Petersburg, FL   33733 

New Members 

Howard & Leona Brecht - 

transferred from Hockessin UMC, 

Hockessin, DE 

 

Transferred Members 
 

Lenise Spracher transferred to 

Churchtown UMC, Narvon, PA 
 

Joel West & Debra Lenssen 

transferred to Third Presbyterian 

Church in Rochester, NY 
 

Douglas Ockrymiek transferred his 

membership and will join his wife 

Kathy at Concordia Evangelical 

Lutheran Church, Columbia, PA  
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Saturday June 6th 

                Beth Bjerklie - Nursery Director 
 

Sunday mornings at First Church, our infants & toddlers are in 

the loving care and tender touch of our qualified Nursery 

Director - Beth Bjerklie (berk-lee). She has been serving Christ's 

young followers in our nursery since 2010, and provides them 

with a safe, comfortable, fun-filled environment.  
 

You may also see Beth during the week at Discovery Corner 

Preschool, where she is the lead teacher for the 3-year-olds class, Hungry Caterpillars! 
 

A native Lancastrian, Beth attended Sacred Heart School, graduated from Lancaster Catholic High School and 

went on to obtain her degree in Elementary Education at Millersville University.  She is married to Paul and 

together they have 2 amazing sons - Logan and Nolan.  The entire family is active in the Boy Scouts where she 

serves as a Lion Leader.  When she has some time to herself, she enjoys crocheting.  
 

Please take a moment, stop in the nursery and say "hi" to Beth, one of our wonderful, integral and indispensable 

persons on staff!  

Christmas at First Church! 
 

Sunday, December 8th    8:15 & 10:45 a.m. Worship  
 

“One Silent Night” Christmas Cantata!    

The FUMC Chancel Choir, along with a full orchestra, under the direction of Dr. Brian Norcross, will 

present Pepper Choplin’s One Silent Night. "One Silent Night long ago, a birth story began that 

forever changed the world. Lying in a crude manger was a new-born babe, who would become 

the Source of our Christian faith and our abiding hope. …..  Weaving familiar carols and songs 

throughout original music, this timeless tale emerges in a deeply moving presentation that will lift 

one’s faith and deepen one’s understanding of the profound significance of that One Silent 

Night.”  This is a great time to invite friends and family to hear the Christmas story in a new 

and powerful way! 
 

Saturday, December 14th    3:00 & 7:30 p.m.   
 

“A City in Song” Allegro Christmas   

The full Allegro Orchestra Lancaster, along with the 80-voice Allegro Christmas Chorus, under  

the direction of Dr. Brian Norcross, will present the annual Allegro Christmas “A City in Song” at First 

UMC.  The concert will feature Christmas Flourish and Gloria by Randol Alan Bass, Hark  

the Herald Angels Sing by Dan Forest, Christmas Overture by Nigel Hess, and an audience 

participation version of Leroy Anderson’s Sleigh Ride. All this in the beautifully decorated sanctuary 

of FUMC! This is a ticketed event: $25 general admission if purchased before December 6; $30 

after December 6; students 5-18 are free but tickets need to be reserved.   

Go to www.allegrolanaster.org to reserve your tickets. College students $5 at the door. 10% of 

ticket proceeds goes to Anchorage Breakfast Program. A moving, exciting, and fun event that  

you don’t want to miss.  ALLEGRO! 
 

Tuesday, December 24th    Christmas Eve Worship 
 

4:00 PM   Music by Wesley Handbells, Choir & Chancel Choir. Children’s Message.  

  Nursery care provided. 
 

7:00 PM  Music by youth choirs: Cherub Choir, Carol Choir, Chapel Choir,  

  & Youth Handbell Choir.  Children’s Message.  

  Nursery care provided 
 

9:00 PM  Music by our Chancel Choir! 
 

11:00 PM  Music by several soloists will usher in Christmas Day! 



Adult Sunday School Classes 
 

Christian Journey 

Rm 232 - leaders Doug Ockrymiek & Wanda Whare  

This class welcomes all ages! The group encourages 

discussion leading to deeper understanding and spiritual 

growth using books, DVDs, and guest speakers.  
 

God’s Wild Kingdom 

Rm 240 - leaders Jeff & Kathy Steed 

This energetic group, some of whom are parents of middle 

school and high school aged children, has several guest 

teachers throughout the year, as well as DVD-based 

studies on how to life out our faith in the world.  
  

Koinonia Class 

Rm 201 – leaders Nancy Bradley, Regina Karshin 

 This group of professionals and recently retired  

members discuss many different current and  

poignant themes throughout the year and is led  

by class members and guest teachers.  
  

Wesleyan Class 

Rm 214 – leaders Carol Pyfer & Ron Trout,  

John & Katherine Spear 

This is a highly dedicated, motivated, and large group of 

retired members who study several different DVD-based 

curriculum on life and faith, and is led by class members 

and guest speakers each Sunday.  

Classes meet at 9:30 a.m. 
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Children’s Sunday School   
 

 Nursery Care is available at all three worship services  

 for little ones 4 years old and younger. The nursery is  

 located on the 1st floor, across from the sanctuary. 
 

 Preschoolers through 5th grade gather together in  

 Room 209 (upstairs) for opening songs and fun! Their  

 teachers will then take them to their classrooms,  

 where parents will pick them up at 10:30 a.m.  
 

Pick up rooms:  

Preschooler – Nursery   

Kindergarten & 1st graders- Room 207 

2nd & 3rd graders- Room 205 

4th & 5th graders- Room 206 

“Morning Youth” 
 

Middle school & high school students meet at 

9:30am at the Contemporary Service for worship 

songs and greeting time, and then move to their 

respective classrooms.  In both classes, they 

participate in lessons that systematically walk  

them through Scripture, helping to give a deeper 

understanding of the overarching narrative of the 

Bible and how all of it points to Jesus. 
 

For more information on our Youth program,  

please contact Samuel Longmire 

(youth@engagegodfirst.org)  

Nursery Care is available at all three worship services 

for little ones 4 years old and younger. The nursery is 

located on the 1st floor, across from the sanctuary. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e4ea8ac2b0-gingerbread1
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   I described the WCA in my November newsletter article. This group of orthodox, evangelical, United Methodist 

clergy and laity strongly affirm the grace of God, and find it throughout the Bible. But we also believe that grace 

does not cancel God’s commands to us, or his expectation that we obey them. There are many ways which 

people fall short of God’s standards on sex and marriage – and that includes every one of us.  We can affirm both 

the love of God for us in our failures AND the truth of God in his Word.   
 

   Though people have gone through many mental gymnastics to explain away Bible passages that prohibit same-

sex behavior, to many of us, there really is no way to make the Bible approve of such acts – let alone various other 

behaviors involved in the growing acronym of LGBTQIAP, etc.  I know that is where we differ from our progressive 

members. I believe, as do many friends in the WCA, that the Bible teaches a consistent ethic about marriage and 

sex, rooted in our creation as male and female, and reaffirmed in many ways throughout the Word of God.  In 

passages like Romans 1, where Paul says that homosexual acts are “against nature,” he is pointing back to the 

nature of things as intended by the creator, who made us male and female. People often cite tradition, reason 

and experience – the other things which inform how Wesleyans understand God’s ways.  But Scripture is supreme. 

That is truly Wesleyan. We simply cannot erase, ignore or explain away the parts of the Bible which today’s culture 

finds objectionable. 
 

   All of this being said, the WCA is so much more than this. The WCA affirms orthodox, Evangelical, Wesleyan 

teachings. We affirm the ancient creeds of the church, the triune God and the Lordship of Jesus Christ. Finally, we 

believe to love God, we must embrace both Grace and Truth. If you missed the last newsletter article on the WCA, 

please take some time and read it.  If you have any questions on WCA, please contact myself, Pastor Joe or Pastor 

Janet.  
 

Joe Reed 

(Continued from page 9) 

 Dear Members & Friends of First UMC, 
 

I thank you for your very generous 

contribution of $1500 and $500 to 

LUMINA in support of the Manifest 

rehab project at 316 S. Ann St, as well 

as the Inmate Lunch Program!   

We are truly grateful for your support  

of LUMINA’S ministries.  We are 

spiritually encouraged to have your 

congregation as partners in the work to 

revitalize this neighborhood, alongside 

people who are bound in poverty.  It is 

our pleasure to serve God in Lancaster 

City and beyond!  May God richly bless 

your ongoing outreach efforts as 

individuals, a congregation, and 

Sunday School classes! 
 

Walking in the light, 
 

Correen Russo 

Executive Director, LUMINA 
 

P.S.  $500 will go toward the inmate 

lunch program; $1500 will be spent on 

materials for rehab at 316 S. Ann St.  

FUMC is leading the way with both 

volunteers and dollars used in the 

Manifest projects! 
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   Late October and mid-November 

programs developed by Pastor Joe DiPaolo 

and the Sacred Worth team were presented 

to give church members opportunities to 

discuss gay marriage and ordination in light 

of the vote taken earlier this year by 

General Conference and the future it has 

for the United Methodist church as a 

denomination and for each individual 

church.  
 

   Pastor Joe DiPaolo organized the program “LGBTQ, 

the Bible, and the Church Through the Ages” led by Dr. 

Mark Draper, Professor of Church History, and Director 

of Online Learning at Evangelical Seminary. In his talk, 

Dr. Draper discussed the ways Christians throughout 

their 2000-year history have read their sacred texts and 

interpreted them concerning homosexual practice and 

gender. His talk included the different viewpoints 

Christians had throughout the ages and our conflicting 

beliefs. The program was well attended, and 

participants expressed various viewpoints in the 

discussion parts of the program. 
 

   In November, Sacred Worth facilitated two discussions 

of the Rev. Steve Harper’s book “Holy Love: A Biblical 

Theology for Human Sexuality” in which Harper writes 

why he thinks the Bible is compatible with gay marriage 

and ordination. Approximately 36 people attended the 

discussions and again there were a number of 

viewpoints. Some participants rejected Harper’s 

position outright and supported the General 

Conference’s. Others supported Harper’s thoughts on 

the subject and found it hard to agree with the General 

Conference’s conclusions. And there were some 

people who are still working through how they feel and 

what they think. 
 

 

 

 

   People shared their experiences as gay  

 people or as straight people who are  

 friends, parents, and other relatives to the  

 LGBQT community. They stressed the need  

 for more opportunities to continue the  

 discussion and how to support the gay  

 community.  
 

 It was recognized that at the next general  

 conference in May 2020, conference 

delegates will be voting on different plans 

on how to split the United Methodist church since we 

have not been able to come to unity on the subject. 

This means we will need to be informed of plans as they 

develop and what the implications of each plan mean 

for our congregation. The group observed that we 

need to get more congregants involved in the 

discussions and must create a safe atmosphere for 

people to voice their concerns when they disagree with 

others in the group. 
 

   Both Pastor Joe and the Sacred Worth team are 

committed to providing opportunities to continue to 

study the LGBTQ issues, keep the conversation open, 

honest and ongoing, and inform the congregation of 

developments as our congregation heads towards a 

probable schism. 
 

    The second group closed their discussion by reading, 

in unison, the following from Holy Love in response to 

Harper’s question, “How should we live?” 
 

“First, we must live in relationship  

with LGBTQ people. 

Second, we must live as lifelong learners  

with respect to sexuality. 

Third, we must live as nonviolent resisters  

to those who spread misinformation, and worse,  

whose words and actions do harm to LGBTQ people. 

Fourth, we must live as promoters of access for  

LGBTQ people into all the church’s  

Sacraments, means of grace, and ministries. 

Finally, we must live keeping watch over ourselves as 

advocates and allies.  We must live in love.” 

 

JoAnne Foss 

 
The annual Christmas Tea 

for the United Methodist 

Women of First Church will 

be held on Tuesday, 

December 10th at 1:30 PM 

in Room 214/215.  

Following refreshments,  

we will enjoy a holiday 

program!  Please join us! 
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This month is an exciting time as we celebrate of the 

birth of our Lord and Savior! You may have already 

received invitations to parties with family, friends, and 

co-workers. For many people, extra pounds roll on 

along with the rich and “once a year”, favorite holiday 

foods and treats. I want to share with you some 

holiday nutrition strategies.  

 

Following are 10 tips for the season: 
 

1) Eat breakfast – If you eat a well-balanced 

breakfast, you will likely take in fewer calories 

throughout the rest of the day. 

2) Use a plate - Put food on a plate, rather then 

grazing at a holiday party. You will be more 

mindful of what you are eating and how much. 

3) Portion control – Grab a smaller plate to help 

manage the temptation to put more on your plate 

than you need. 

4) Start with veggies – Eat a few healthy vegetables 

first, to help curb your appetite before eating the 

rich, high-calorie holiday treats. 

5) Choose proteins – Nuts, lean meat, and legumes, 

(beans, chickpeas, peas, lentil, etc.) in healthy 

portion will help you feel full. 

6) Skip it – it you don’t love it, don’t eat it.  

7) Savor it – It takes your brain time to register that 

you are full, so slow down and enjoy every bite. 

8) Want seconds? – If you wait 10 minutes, you’ll feel 

more full and the temptation for seconds will pass. 

9) Focus on a few bites – The first bites are the most 

satisfying; enjoy them without thinking you need 

the entire dish. 

10) Be brave – experiment with new flavors and 

seasonings; you might find some new healthy 

traditions! 
 

Have a blessed and Merry Christmas! 
 

In Christ's Love, 
 

Lynne Dommel, MSN,RN 

Parish Nurse 

The Parish Nurse is in! 

That each of them may eat and drink and find satisfaction in all their toil—this is the gift of God. 

– Ecclesiastes 3:13 

 

Proclaiming Both Grace AND Truth 
 

   As Christians, we believe in the grace of God – the undeserved love of God. We are taught to love others as 

we are loved by God – a daunting task. We also know there is truth. Truth is the reality of right and wrong, and 

living that out in Christ daily. John 1:14 says, “the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His 

glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.” We know that grace cannot be 

separated from truth. Neither can truth be separated from grace. Jesus told us that if we love him, we will obey 

His commands (John 14:15-17). The Bible records a recurring history of God’s people (us!) following him and 

walking in obedience to God’s truth for a time, but then falling away, only to have to be renewed. And so many 

Churches have shown the same pattern.    
 

   Our United Methodist Church is deeply divided over the issue of sexuality and marriage, and there has been 

great contention and bitterness as these matters have been debated at General Conference, the ruling body 

of the global UMC. Last February, the “Traditional Plan” was passed by General Conference, and was mostly 

upheld by the UMC’s Judicial Council last month. The Traditional Plan reaffirms the current language on sexuality 

and marriage in our Book of Discipline, which, among other things, declares the practice of homosexuality 

incompatible with Christian teaching. Since February there has been much conflict over this, the loss of church 

members, and a decline in giving across the denomination.  Our local church has not been immune to the 

fallout.  
 

   The Traditional Plan was backed by the Wesley Covenant Association (WCA), of which I am a member.  

I believe there is much confusion in our church regarding the WCA, the traditional plan and those who support  

it. I have come to know many WCA members in our conference. Speaking for myself (and I think they would 

agree), I would affirm we are all sinners and fall short of what God expects of us. We strive to love God and all 

the people of the world – no exceptions, as God has instructed us through the Great Commandment.  We also 

believe that the undeserved love of God – God’s saving grace – is  a free gift to everyone – no exceptions.   

As I tell our confirmation students each week, God loves us, and there is nothing we can do to change that, 

NOTHING! So, how can we say that, and endorse the language of the traditional plan? 

(Continued on page 6) 
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4:00 PM   Music by Wesley Handbells Choir & Chancel  

                 Choir.  Children’s Message.  

                 Nursery care provided.         
 

7:00 PM  Music by youth choirs: Cherub Choir, Carol  

                Choir, Chapel Choir, &  Youth Handbell Choir. 

                Children’s Message. Nursery care provided 
 

9:00 PM   Music by our Chancel Choir! 
 

11:00 PM  Music by several soloists will usher in Christmas  

                  Day! 
 

All services include Candle Lighting and favorite hymns.   

Our Christmas Eve offering supports the Food Hub of 

Lancaster, which provides the basic needs of food, clothing, 

shelter, & transportation for those in our community who  

are struggling; and Africa Sunrise Communities, founded by 

Jacob Guot to build a center of Christian ministry  

in Bor Town, South Sudan 

Christmas Eve 
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