


Christmas Eve  

December 24, 2025 

4:00 PM 
 

 

    *Please stand if able  
 

  Prelude                                               “Once in Royal David's City”                       (arr. Karen Buckwalter) 
                                                                “In the Bleak Midwinter”                              (arr. Susan Geschke)                                
                                             Wesley Handbell Choir- Peter Omundsen, Director 
 

  Welcome                                                                                                             Pastor Jason Ríos &  
                                                                                                                                  Pastor Laura Sambrick 
 

 *Call to Worship  
 

      We gather to worship God, who became human in Jesus.  
      Thank you, God, for this amazing gift.  
      The Christ child came into the world to give us forgiveness, salvation, wholeness.  
      Thank you, God, for this amazing gift.  
      The Christmas story invites us to share what we’ve been given.  
      Thank you, God, for your gifts of peace, hope, joy, and love!  
       Fill us with these gifts. Let us shine!  
 
*Hymn No. 234                            “O Come All Ye Faithful” (stanza 1-3, 6) 
 
 Lighting the Advent Wreath                                                                                      Rob & Bonnie Ingram            
 
 Unison Prayer 
 

       O Lord, our Advent journey has inspired us and transformed us. You have shown us how  
       you create amazing things from the ordinary. Stir up within us your peace, hope, joy,  
       and love so the world can be changed into something we can’t even imagine. O Come,  
       O Come, Emmanuel. Amen.   
 
       Please sing stanza 1 of “Angels We Have Heard on High”   Hymn No. 238 
 

   Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o’er the plains, and the mountains in reply 
 echoing their joyous strains.  Glo---- ria, in excelsis De-o!  Glo----ria, in excelsis De--o! 

 
  Scripture                       Luke 2:1-20                                           (pew Bible, NT, p. 4) 
 
  Meditation 
 

            “Wandering”                                                (Brian Norcross) 
 

  Anthem                                                 “I Wonder as I Wander!”                                      (Kyle Pederson) 
                                                   Chapel Choir- Peter Omundsen, Director 
                                                    Chancel Choir- Brian Norcross, Director 
                                                                  Claire Guy, soprano  



  Meditation 
 

  Anthem                                                     “Gabriel’s Oboe”                             (Morricone/arr. Johnson) 
                                                        Chapel Choir & Chancel Choir                  
 

  Meditation 
 

  Anthem                                            “The Virgin’s Slumber Song”                                       (Max Reger)  
                                                               John Darrenkamp, bass                                           
 

  Meditation                                        
 

  Anthem                                          “Angels are Making Their Rounds”                        (Pepper Choplin) 
                                                            Chapel Choir & Chancel Choir                  
 

 Lighting of the Christ Candle 
 
*Hymn No. 246                                            “Joy to the World” 
 
 Words of Invitation & Passing of the Light         
 
*Hymn No. 239                                        “Silent Night, Holy Night” 
 

*Congregational Prayer 
 

     Caring One, in our doubts and fears you claim us as beloved. When life feels heavy you meet us  
     where we are. Lord, help us to be bearers of your love in the world by affirming the worth of  
     others. Inspire us to trust in what is possible, dwelling in each of us. May love be our guide.  Amen.   
 
*Dismissal with Blessing 
 
 Extinguish Candles 
 
 Response                                                “Festival First Nowell”                                          (Dan Forrest) 
                                                        Congregation (sings stanzas 1 & 3) 
                                              Chapel & Chancel Choirs (sing stanza 2 alone) 
 

 

 Postlude                                           “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing”                   (arr. Franklin Ashdown) 
                                                               Peter Omundsen, organ  

Tonight’s Christmas offering supports the work of Anchor Lancaster.   
Our Christmas offering this year supports the work of Anchor Lancaster.  From serving a hot 
nutritious breakfast every weekday morning, providing showers and laundry services, offering 
caseworkers who help with a myriad of urgent needs, and operating a day center each weekday, 
Anchor Lancaster is indeed an “anchor” in our community.  To support our neighbors through this 
outreach, please make checks payable to “First UMC”, with memo note “Anchor Lancaster”, use 
your special Christmas envelope from your box, or use this link.  Thank you for your generosity in 
this season of Light!   

https://onrealm.org/FirstChurchLancasterPA/-/form/give/SpecialEnvelope
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