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Even we who know the Lord will suffer attacks of confidence, when our faith may be undermined by fears or guilts.  John writes to his beloved family in Christ to help restore their confidence, recognize the enemies lie, and highlight two ways God’s love is perfected in us!  
Target of “Attacks of Confidence”: Believer’s Hearts

3:19-24
Our Heart “by this we shall know” (in personal experience)

We are of the truth – shall reassure our heart (1 Jn 5:20)

Our God  “whenever our heart condemns us”
He is greater than all our heart fears and guilts

He knows (in p. e.) our trials & the truth (Heb 2:9-18; 4:15-16)
A Confident Heart Enjoys:   “we have confidence before God”

We pray and receive: all our needs & His peace (Phil 4:4b-7)


Fellowship of walking in the light (1 Jn 1:3, 7)


Fellowship of abiding faith
 (1 Jn 5:13)

Fellowship of loving one another (1 Jn 3:16-18)


Fellowship of His Spirit abiding in us, we in God (Jn 15:7) 

Source of “Attacks”: the spirit of antichrist
 
4:1-6
Discerning/ not gullible: Test the spirits & teachers! (1 Jn 2:18-22)

By the doctrine of Jesus Christ!    (1 Thes 5:21; 2 Pet 2:1; 1 Tim 4:1)
Spirit of God
- universally: will confess 
Faith in the miracle of Jesus’ incarnation – as God & Man!
spirit of antichrist – universally: not confess Jesus’ deity (1 Cor 12:3)

flattery but not faith In Jesus Christ alone (Jn 14:6)
Spirit of God in us is greater than the spirit of antichrist

Spirit of God



vs
spirit(s) of error (1 Jn 2:19)

We are from God



they are from the world


We speak from God


they speak from the world


All from God listen to us

world listens to them

God’s Love Perfected in Love

4:7-12
 “love one another” – Our DNA (Divine Nature Abiding)


This Love is supernatural (God is the source!)

We who love show we are born of and know God!

Who doesn’t love, (is not born of) does not know God

God showed His love


Sending His Son into the world (incarnation!)


To give us life eternal through faith in Him


To be the satisfactory offering for our sin (1 Jn 2:2, Heb 10:10-14)
God “seen” in our love
(John 13:34-35)

No one has ever seen God, yet He is visible


His love is “perfected” in us (ESV, NASB, cp KJV))

His love is “made complete” in us (NIV)

His love is “brought to full expression” in us (NLT) in us
God’s Love Perfected in Faith

4:13-19

“We know” Our abiding in Him, and He in us by:

His Holy Spirit given in us  (John 14:16-17)


Our testimony of faith in God’s Son, our Savior (1 Cor 12:3)


Our knowing (in p. e.) and faith in God’s love for us

A Confident Heart has no fear of judgment day  (1 John 2:28)

His love perfected, brought to full maturity


Love perfected casts out fear of punishment


As He is, so are we in this world (Col 2:13-14; 3:1-4)


His love is reproduced in us! (His DNA bears fruit!)

Our “Talk” vs Our “Walk”

4:20-21

If anyone says: “ I love God”!

Yet hates his brother


= He is a liar!

He who hates his brother  (whom he has seen)

Cannot love God 


(whom he has not seen!)
(1 Jn 4:7-8)

His commandment: whoever loves God must love his brother

