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Love God, Love Others, Serve Both! 
Matthew 22: 37 – 40 

  



Stephen Willis, Lead Pastor 

State of the Unity 2016 

 “Loving God, Loving Others, Serving Both!”  

2 Peter 1:5 “For this reason make every effort to add to your faith goodness….” 

 
I can’t tell you enough what a blessing it is for my family and I to serve with this beautiful fellowship 
of believers.  As the lead pastor of LFCN I consider it a privilege to lead a group of people who have 
added goodness to their faith (2 Peter 1:5).  Each Sunday that I walk through the foyer of our building 
and later stand on the platform to preach, I see a sea of people who radiate the tremendous love of 
our tremendous God.  On Monday mornings I meet with our pastoral team and support staff, who I 
have an unbelievable affection for. These people are some of the most spirit-filled and Christ-
honoring people that I have ever known.  I adopt the words of David in Psalm 133:1 when he 
declares, “How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in Unity.”  Amen and 
Amen! 
 
As I reflect on the 2015-16 fiscal year, I stand in awe of God’s grace and goodness.  This has been a 
record-breaking year in every statistical category.  I am grateful for the statistical success, but I am 
most grateful simply because the statistics are fueled by the Spirit of God and the transformation 
that comes as a result of His Presence.  Let’s take time to celebrate some of the major highlights of 
this last fiscal year.  
 
Celebrations: 
  
Tornado Compassionate Response 
 
In a moment’s notice the lives of our friends and neighbors in Appomattox had their lives turned 
upside down as a result of a tornado that touched down in their community.  The tornado touched 
down on Wednesday afternoon and within a few hours Pastor Cavan Carlton, Shanon Wines and 
Sean Campbell helped arrange the first of many LFCN emergency deliveries to our neighbors.  This 
first delivery would eventually lead to a wide scale Nazarene response as LFCN became both the 
leaders and host of a state-wide effort that pulled together Nazarenes from all over Virginia.  A 
special thanks to Pastor Marc Price, Justen Bruffy, and Dale Lewis for being critical leaders in this 
effort.   
 
LifeStream Recovery and WellSpring Counseling 
 
I am so grateful for these two specific ministries that are actively pursuing and helping the hurt 
people within our church and community.  So many churches across our landscape are simply 
unable to help those who are in the most need of hope because they don’t have ministries that are 
equipped to help.  If you are in need of witnessing a transformed life, these two specific ministries 
are a great place to start.  I am so grateful for our LifeStream Recovery leaders and to Juli Peak, our 
WellSpring counselor.  You all are making a difference in the lives of many.   
 
I am LFCN 
 
This past fiscal year God was glorified in the midst of our campaign that called people to understand 
the power of their testimony and their commitment by realizing that they are a critical part of making 
the church, “the church”.  This willingness to share their stories and their passion for taking 
ownership of their church brought about life change in ways we can’t fully understand on this side of 
heaven.  May none of us ever take for granted our role in helping LFCN become all that God has 
called us to become.  
 



 
Summer Rebuild 
 
The LFCN summer rebuild was an added blessing for our people at LFCN this year simply because 
we had an opportunity to bless Darlene Bowles, one of our long-time members at LFCN.  We were 
blessed to offer a “hand up” to the Bowles family.  We were able to get much work done on their 
home and in return they blessed our hearts with their attitude of gratitude.   
 
Numbers and Growth 
 
This year we dedicated 10 babies, baptized 24 believers, and accepted 60 new members into our 
local fellowship.  Our morning worship service average grew to 570 (13.7% growth).  Our Christmas 
Food Box Outreach fed over 700 families in one day, while our weekly food pantry fed over 1700 
families through our weekly ministry.  We give all the praise to the ONE True God who provides all 
increase.   
 
Discipleship for Children 
 
I recently had a young family say, “One of the reasons we chose LFCN is because of your attention 
to teaching our kids about Christ instead of just entertaining and baby-sitting them.”  Much credit 
needs to be given to Russanna Cook, our nursery director, and Pastor Marc Price for making 
discipleship the critical component in our children’s ministry.  We don’t just babysit children, we 
disciple them in the ways of Jesus and this reality makes all the difference.  I am so grateful because 
as a result of this effort to disciple our children, there has been an explosive numerical growth in our 
children’s department.  As a result, we expanded our Gigtown worship to cover our 8:30 am worship 
service, which has been a tremendous success!  We give God the praise for the opportunity to mold 
lives for His glory and honor.  
 
Discipleship for Adults 
 
Discipleship isn’t just key for our young people, but it is also critical for our entire congregation.  God 
hasn’t called us to draw crowds; he has called us to make disciples.  Throughout this past fiscal year 
our discipleship numbers have increased by 22%.  I am so grateful for this increase, but we are still 
not satisfied.  It is our goal to have every single person in our community of faith actively involved in 
either a bible study and/or life group.  If you are currently involved we are so glad, but if you aren’t 
currently engaged, we are looking for you.   
 
The Future: “Where there is no vision, the people perish” (Proverbs 29:18, KJV). 
 
The Mission Continues 
 
In this next fiscal year, we will remain committed to God’s mission to “Love God, Love Others, and 
Serve Both!”   We will be able to fulfill this mission by simply having our people committed to 
corporate worship, getting involved in a bible study or life group, and to be actively involved in 
service.  When people are engaged in worship, when they live in authentic community, and when 
they are committed to serving, the Spirit of God flourishes and disciples are made.  A simple 
question remains for each of us individually.  Are these three components of discipleship a priority in 
our lives?  If so, transformation will continue to take place in each of us, and also in the life of our 
fellowship.  
  
Just How Far……? 
 
God hasn’t blessed us so that we can just sit around and count our blessings.  As I shared recently, I 
felt like a significant part of my prayer life centered on the question “What’s Next?”  This question 
eventually became clearer as we have begun asking, “Just how far can one church reach?” As we 



look to continue fulfilling our mission, we believe that this question will be one that will compel us to 
begin actively letting God “enlarge our territory” and our influence.  In this new fiscal year, we will 
remain committed to the missional call of God in our local community, while also placing significant 
influence and resources into our new initiative to adopt a village in Guatemala to help bring about a 
“village transformation.”  This transformation’s first priority will be to bring clean water to our newly 
adopted village in hopes to bring “living water” to a people that are both physically and spiritually 
thirsty.  In the end I think the answer to “Just how far can one church reach” will simply be “further.”  
We desire to reach far, and with God’s help, we can reach further and further.  
 
Continued Unity 
 
I find great solace in knowing that there is no weapon formed against us that can prosper, and that 
there is no power greater than our God.  For us to remain on mission, and to hold unswervingly onto 
God’s Vision, continued unity will be the major ingredient.  In the nearly 15 years of my ministry at 
LFCN we have been defined most by our love for one another and the unity that this love creates.  It 
is my prayer that each of us will do our part to ensure that this unity will remain.   
 
Glad and Grateful 
 
On August 26, 2016 the Willis family will celebrate fifteen years of ministry in Lynchburg.  This 
church has been so good to my family, and for that I will be forever grateful.  We came to Lynchburg 
to simply offer our lives as a sacrifice to God for the people of this community and Commonwealth.  
No one has sacrificed more than my loving wife Lisa, who remains in the shadows of the full-time 
call that God has placed on my life.  She has loved me and supported me in all of it.  I know that 
none of this would have been possible without her.  I love you Lisa!  I also want to take the time to 
tell Nick, Camden and Micah how much I love them.  My ultimate desire is that you will honor God in 
every facet of your life.  If you live to please Him, no matter your successes or failures, you will 
always please me.  
 
Cavan, Mike, Marc, Doug, John, Brad, Cecile, Juli, Amanda, Justen, Russanna, Carroll, and our many 
volunteers, a simple thank-you doesn’t seem adequate.  You are so critical in making this ministry 
successful.  I love you all.  Lee Hall, I so appreciate your leadership as LFCN’s board secretary and 
finance chairman, but I am even more grateful for your friendship.   
 
Sunglasses 
I sincerely believe that the future is brighter than the past.  Let’s put on our sunglasses and choose 
to live “vivid lives” so that we may move into tomorrow reflecting the glory of the Son.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Cavan Carlton, Executive Ministries Pastor 

Thank you for taking the time to read LFCN’s 2015-16 Annual Report!  This has been such a 
tremendous year at LFCN, and once again I feel incredibly blessed to serve the Lord in my capacity 
as Executive Ministries Pastor and church treasurer in this healthy and vibrant church.  It is hard to 
believe that it has been over five years since I left my career in the engineering world and jumped 
head first into ministry…it seems like another lifetime ago!  Our eternally faithful God has affirmed this 
decision at every step along the way.   
 
This past year saw continued progress in my studies as I pursue ordination in the Church of the 
Nazarene.  I was re-affirmed by our Virginia District leadership as a licensed minister of the gospel, 
and have now completed approximately 60% of the required coursework for ordination.  I have 
adopted the mantra “It’s a marathon, not a sprint” and that is suiting me well .  With each passing 
year I gain even more respect and admiration for the systems and procedures that go into the 
licensing and credentialing of pastors within the Church of the Nazarene denomination.  We are 
blessed at LFCN to have not one but four ordained pastors (Stephen, John, Marc, Mike) with Brad, 
Cecile and I all targeting completion in the 2017 – 2020 timeframe.  An easy process it ain’t!   
 
From a financial perspective, 2015-16 was a very strong year at LFCN.  We received a total of 
$1,151,801.56, compared to a budgeted amount of $1,046,762.  Included in our receipts was 
$100,566.50 from our Capital Improvement Challenge (see below).  Total spending for the year 
(including debt repayment) was $1,074,022.96 creating a surplus of $77,778.60.  This amount reflects 
the portion of the CIC which has not been spent yet, but which we will spend in FY 2016-17. 
 
A major highlight for this past fiscal year was our Capital Improvement Challenge which raised over 
$100,000!  Our local church body has been here on Wards Ferry Road for forty years, and we’ve now 
been in our new worship center for a decade.  A specific area of need that we’ve discussed for years 
is our parking lot.  Our lower (and largest) parking lot was never paved, and our central parking lot is 
now a decade old and needing proper maintenance.  In addition, as the church has grown our 
parking is increasingly stretched, especially during our 11:00 service.  After many weeks of prayer, 
your church leadership embraced a short-term capital campaign to raise the funds needed to 
address our major parking needs as well as to allow us to make some much needed facility 
improvements in the worship center.  I am happy to report that this June the entire lower parking lot 
will be paved, improving both the quality and quantity of parking.  We will also re-seal our central 
parking lot and re-stripe our upper parking lot.  After completing the parking, we will shift focus and 
make some exciting new enhancements inside our worship center – stay tuned!   
 
Another highlight in our church was the tremendous year had by our Lynchburg Moms ministry, led 
by Jaime Robertson.  Lynchburg Moms is very outreach-focused, with over half of the women 
involved coming from outside our church family.  Jaime fearlessly led this powerful ministry for 
three years with grace, strength, and wisdom.  Thank you Jaime!!  We are happy to welcome Maggie 
Nelms into the Lynchburg Moms ministry leader role for 2016-17. 
 
On a personal note, 2015-16 was a very blessed year for my family.  Soni and I celebrated our 20th 
wedding anniversary last July, and I remain desperately in love with her!  She is such a supportive 
and loving wife, and an amazing mother to our children.  Our daughter Embry began first grade and 
our son Callen began pre-K and they fill our home with laughter and joy.  A personal highlight for me 
this past year….after some arm-twisting by my friend Neal Bryant and with the amazing crew help of 
Nate Day, I successfully completed my first 50-mile trail race last November….with 11 minutes to 
spare.   
 
I am privileged to serve the Lord in such a supportive and healthy church community.  The constant 
encouragement and love shown to me and my fellow pastors is beautiful…and appreciated!  I also 
continue to be so grateful and indebted to my amazing friend and brother-in-Christ Pastor Stephen 



for helping to open my eyes seven years ago to God’s love and to what a true holy relationship with 
the Lord looks like.  To God by the Glory! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Mike Lyle, Worship & Discipleship Pastor 

I am grateful for the opportunity to report to such a supportive, generous, and compassionate 
church body.  The work you do for the kingdom is unparalleled and I am happy to be a part of it.  I 
would like to take this time to update you about the two areas of ministry I oversee at Lynchburg 
First Church of the Nazarene and to give you a glimpse of what has been happening. 
 
First, the worship team has grown both numerically and in other ways.  We have added more people 
to the worship team, which I am sure you have noticed.  There have been some additions to the 
team of vocalists as well as the band.  However, there has also been some incredible growth in the 
life of our leaders.  Allison Scoles and Andrew Marks have stepped up to lead our team of vocalists 
and tirelessly dedicate their time and energy to this ministry.  Caleb and Stephanie Atkins, Brian 
Marker, and Heath Piner have also stepped into leadership roles in our worship team and have given 
countless hours toward making us better.  There have even been advances in instrumentation, stage 
design, and musicianship as a result of their efforts. 
 
However, it is not only the worship team leadership that is adding value to the culture of our worship 
at LFCN.  The entire worship team has given hours to practicing music and have been practicing 
being in the presence of God to lead this congregation in worship.  Their efforts do not go unnoticed 
and they have worked very hard to develop a tremendous culture of worship every Sunday.     
 
I hope you know that there is a deep well of talent on our worship team.  I tell them often, but I will 
tell them publicly in this annual report - Thank you for all you do.  Our Sunday mornings and our 
church culture just wouldn’t be what they are without your dedicated service, creative ability, and 
musical talent.  I consider it an honor to be on the same team as you. 
 
Discipleship at LFCN has also seen some advances and areas of growth.  Thanks to the efforts of 
Katie Gravitt, Sarah Day, and Kerry Petrie, our new women’s ministry is thriving and meeting a need 
in our church.  They are creating an atmosphere of mentorship and bible study among the women in 
our congregation, and I think we will see much fruit from their efforts in the years to come.  We have 
also added three new life groups this fiscal year, and I can report that 45% of our congregation is 
affiliated with a life group.  This is encouraging!  Life groups provide a great atmosphere for growth 
in the love of Christ.    
 
I don’t want to miss an opportunity to personally thank all of our Bible study teachers and life group 
leaders.  You are people who consistently lay your lives down for the sake of others.  You give up 
your Saturday nights to plan lessons, you prepare and open your home many times a month, and 
you give your time to the people in your groups.  You are heroes of our church body and I hope you 
know how grateful we are.   
  
Finally, I would like to thank my family.  What good would it do me to lead worship for an entire 
congregation and forget to lift their eyes up to God?  Why would I disciple a church body and 
neglect to help form my children into the image of God?  Thankfully, I have an incredibly supportive 
wife who makes me a better pastor and a better father.  I could not be who I am without her.  Thank 
you Bethany! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Marc Price, Children’s Ministries Pastor (Infant – 5th grade) 

I have had the privilege of being the K-5th grade Student Pastor at LFCN for the past 14 years; exactly 
where God has placed me for such a time as this. 
 
Gigtown Children’s Ministries 
 
LOVING GOD: After a time of prompting by the Holy Spirit, I was urged to make a major program 
change for our Kid’s Church service. On September 7th 2014 we began a new Kid’s Church 
curriculum called “Orange”. Orange can best be described as a “ministry philosophy,” more than a 
“program” in that the goal is to connect the church with the family.  
 
Because our focus has moved to connecting and equipping families, we have placed a special 
emphasis on quality Neighborhood Group Leaders. That is our heart as we continue to recruit willing 
Servant Volunteers. Also, due to the growth in our church and the desire to provide families with 
more worship options, we have also added an additional Kid’s Church service at 8:30 on Sunday 
mornings. We began that service under the leadership of Katie Barber on March 6th. We started with 
7 leaders and have averaged 9-10 children in the past 10 weeks. 
 
In the last 20 months the Lord has allowed us to improve and to grow as we have learned the best 
ways that we can impact families for Him. With the Lord’s blessing we have grown in student 
numbers by over 200% and in Servant Volunteers by over 400%.  The increase in our Nursery has 
been exploding as well. When we allow God to take over He does it in a big way! 

 
LOVING OTHERS:  Connecting with families is paramount to Gigtown Children’s Ministries, so we try 
very hard to provide as many opportunities as possible to connect our Children’s Ministry Servant 
Volunteers with families. Our major events such as “The Harvest Festival”, “Our 1-day Kid’s Christmas 
Tour”, “The Easter Celebration”, “Backstage With the Bible VBS”, Wednesday Night “Gigtown Alive”, 
and our “Children’s Quizzing” have been great outlets for our kids to experience God’s Word and for 
us to get-to-know families. 

 
SERVING BOTH: Gigtown HAFTO (Hands And Feet Team Outreach) Projects have continued, 
although with the beginning of Orange and a new Kid’s Church service, we have decided to take on 
less in an effort to begin those with excellence. Our on-going HAFTO project for Disaster Relief we 
call “A Cool Cup of Water” continues to make a difference. We were able to collect bottled water 
that was taken to the local community of Evergreen after a devastating tornado hit there. 
 
For our Christmas program this year we decided to once again take our show on the road. About 20 
students and many parents traveled to 2 different nursing homes in the area to spread the message 
of Christmas to people longing for the joy of Christmas and the joy of seeing smiling children. 
 
I look forward again this year to another Pack Piggy HAFTO Project, as well as, another very 
successful “Rice Bowls” Project; both of which have in the past provided funding for others in great 
need and over 2,000 meals for children! 

 
Nursery and PRE-K 
 
Gigtown Children’s Ministries begins with our nursery program. The tireless and detailed work to 
make that ministry a benchmark of excellence falls to the Servant Volunteers/parents and leaders 
who give of their time and love to our youngest children. We celebrate Russanna Cook’s 10th year as 
Director of our LFCN Nursery Ministry in January! The Lord has blessed us with her and has used her 
talents to lead. 
 



God has a plan for our children’s lives and I am truly blessed to follow His lead as I minister and see 
those plans unfold. I can think of no greater gift than to be given the joy and responsibility of 
teaching our children to be Jesus followers.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



John Lawson, LifeStream Recovery & Technology 

Sabbatical 
 
I couldn’t even begin without simply saying ‘Thank You!’  Those two words don’t even begin to cover 
my appreciation. Our 2015 sabbatical was amazing. Week one was spent with my folks in Oak Island, 
NC. Week two, I ventured north on my own to Gloucester, Massachusetts for two days and then on 
to Maine for a three-day mountain biking adventure. Week three began in an extremely painful way 
because of a ‘sweet’ wipeout I experienced in Maine, but the Atlantic’s saltwater was very good for 
the healing process as we re-visited Oak Island for 4 more days as a family. I ended my sabbatical 
somewhat close to home by ‘camping out’ in my parents’ backyard with Paul for the week. Again, a 
simple thank you doesn’t cover it at all. You all blessed us and we are grateful for the time of rest we 
experienced. 
 
Our family is full of love for LFCN. We’re very excited about what’s ahead as Mandy and I take new 
strides towards making music together. We’re thankful for all of you who have joined us in pouring 
into our son, Paul. As we quickly approached year nine at LFCN, the Lawson’s can certainly say 
‘WeAreLFCN.’ 
 
LifeStream Recovery 
 
When LifeStream began almost three years ago, I had no clue what I was getting myself into, as I 
was blindly coming into this unique style of ministry. As I lightheartedly shared with our group just a 
few weeks ago, now I come into our weekly group feeling much the same, like I’m not quite sure 
what I’m getting into. I am so grateful for the relationships that have come out of it and are being 
built in the context of LifeStream. I am especially grateful to Cecile & Mark, who are the driving force 
for this ministry. Without them, we would not be where we are today. Thank you also to our other 4 
leaders who have stepped up in so many ways to help provide direction to the group, to support 
other individuals, and to spend many hours outside of group studying with us on how to better serve 
our community through Jesus-centered recovery!  ‘Thanks for letting me share!’ 
 
Worship Technology 
 
We have a great team of tech volunteers who help us out each and every week. I truly believe, as 
much as ever, that this team is getting stronger! Many of our volunteers in this ministry have been 
serving for 5+ years. Some were helping out in this area long before I arrived. What excites me even 
more is that we’re experiencing an increasing number of young people getting involved! Not only 
are we adults enjoying the benefits of their service, but they are also helping out with our children’s 
& youth ministries. As much as I believed it when I was LFCN’s youth pastor, I believe it even more 
now: ‘Young people are not the future of the church. They are the church!’ 
 
With technology, we can reach people for Christ like never before. That being said, technology 
usage in excess has become one of the plagues of our culture. Finding a healthy balance of using 
technology to further the mission of the church, and not vice versa, is something that we as a staff 
wrestle with on a regular basis. If you’re a creative or a techie who would like to help us utilize 
technology to further the mission of LFCN, we’d love to get you on board! 
 
In conclusion, I am looking forward to another exciting year at LFCN! Thanks again! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Doug Fry, Facilities & Prime Timers Pastor 

 
It is with a heart full of gratitude and thanksgiving that I share with my church family some of the 
blessings of this past year. Once again, God demonstrated His love and faithfulness in my life and in 
my areas of ministry here at LFCN. 
 
Food Pantry 
 
During the past five years I have been blessed to be a part of this exciting ministry and watch it grow. 
Our people do a marvelous job of providing food to those in need, but it doesn’t stop there. On a 
weekly basis our volunteers pray with no less than a dozen people. Some of our clients come in 
asking for prayer before they even receive their groceries. Our volunteer staff is so compassionate. 
They love each other and love those who come in from the community and are sensitive to the 
needs of others. 
 
This has been a tremendous year of growth. We have completely changed our operation to 
accommodate more families on a weekly basis. Our clients are allowed to shop in the Food Pantry 
just as you would at a local grocer, the difference being they don’t need money to do so. Our goal is 
to make sure they get a variety of food assistance and feel the love of God while they are with us.  
 
The Food Pantry has become a 6-day-a-week operation and has approximately 20 volunteers on a 
weekly basis. I would love to recognize each one in this report but will just say you know who you 
are and that God loves you and so do I.  
 
This ministry is made possible through the contributions of food and financial support of our church 
family along with donations from F & L Market, Food Lion, and Walmart. We also benefit from the 
Kroger care card program. 
 
Our People Make A Difference 
  
This past Christmas a middle-aged lady came in on a Wednesday morning from the Gladys area and 
during the process was asked if there was anything we could help her pray for. She immediately 
started crying and eventually our volunteer lady learned that she was a single grandmother raising 
her 6-year-old grandson. She was struggling to put food on the table and would not be able to 
provide gifts for him at Christmas. Our volunteer ladies came together and within a few days had 
several nice presents for this little boy, but it didn’t stop there. The gifts were delivered just a day or 
so before Christmas to their home in Gladys. This is just one of many examples of how we Love God, 
Love Others, and Serve Both.  
 
Facilities 
 
We try to make affordable improvements and upgrades every year. The most recent is the entry 
way into the Ministry building. It has been upgraded to make it more appealing to visitors as well as 
making it a bit more secure.  
 
Landscaping and mowing during spring, summer, and fall is a never-ending chore. Thanks to all who 
participated in our recent work night to help us get ready for Easter Sunday. This is an area where 
more volunteers are needed. 
 
Senior Adult Ministries 
 
Our events usually include going to the Peaks of Otter Lodge Restaurant during the fall, a Christmas 
banquet, a Super Bowl party hosted by the Cundiffs, and dining out together occasionally. We also 
serve breakfast for the church family on Easter Sunday. 



Visitation Ministry 
 
This ministry is a gratifying experience. It is never a chore to visit someone in the hospital or in their 
home during their time of need. Visiting the hospital quite often reminds me of how blessed I really 
am. There is always someone who has a greater need than myself. 
 
This past year has not been without its challenges. Our daughter has been hospitalized numerous 
times as she is battling cancer. I am so grateful for our church family who has constantly lifted us up 
in prayer. I’m not sure how we would make it apart from your faithfulness in praying for us. His 
presence has been real through this experience. There is a hymn that comes to my mind daily “Great 
Is Thy Faithfulness”. 
 
I strive every day to live the life that Jesus would have me live. I am thankful for the privilege to 
serve alongside so many wonderful people doing what I enjoy doing most. It’s all about Loving Him, 
Loving Others, and Serving Both. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Brad Robertson 
Student Ministries (6th – 12th Grade) & Connections Pastor 

God is so faithful!  He truly is a Good Father, who gives good gifts to his children.  This year has been 
a gift and blessing in so many ways!   
 
Student Ministries (6th-12th) 
 
It has been our prayer this year that God would transform the lives of teenagers from being selfish to 
selfless, and from self-centered to Christ-centered!  This is summed up in the words of John the 
Baptist, “He must increase, and I must decrease” (John 3:30).  We are continuing to pray for crucified 
lives (Galatians 2:20) for our teens, as we must die in order to truly live in Christ.  Together we have 
continued to pursue God, praying that He would take us deeper in our faith (rooted in Christ).  He has 
given us the fruit of three salvations in lives of our teenagers.  Praise God! 
 
Our teens have embodied the “i am LFCN” movement within our congregation, recognizing that they 
are just another generation seeking to Love God, Love Others, & Serve Both.  We have empowered 
them to view themselves not as the church of tomorrow, but the church of today!  We showed this 
tangibly by serving alongside our congregation in the home rebuild project, church work nights, and 
during our Christmas food box give away. 
 
A special thank you is due to our faithful youth LifeGroup leaders Carroll & Jonny Bailey.  They have 
tirelessly served by opening up their home to teenagers so they can share life together.  They serve 
our teens & church in so many ways seen & unseen!  Thanks also go out to Seth DeGraves, who 
received his local minister’s license this year.  He has led many youth trips & evidenced God’s calling 
in his life to minister to our teens.  A very special thank you to Ms. Linda Gouin who faithfully served 
our High School Sunday School class for 5 years!  She now serves our youth on Wednesday nights, 
with Leslie Truax teaching our senior high students in Sunday morning Bible Study.  I must report 
that Leslie is also doing a wonderful job teaching our teens.  Thank you to Jasmine Bryan for 
pursuing depth in discipleship among our teens.  Also, thank you to all of our youth leaders!  You are 
ministers and priests! (1 Peter 2:5) 
 
Connections 
 
God keeps blowing our expectations out of the water!  The harvest is indeed plentiful!  He has been 
sending us both seasoned saints as laborers for the harvest and new believers.  The caliber and 
quantity of people He has sent us is truly remarkable!  Best of all, we share an extraordinary love 
that binds us together.  Thank you Connections Team for tangibly showing the Love of Christ each 
week!  Our record membership increase this year is a testament to your faithfulness in “Serving 
Both”.  “Teamwork makes the dream work” and it’s my pleasure to serve with this dream team! 
 
Again, thank you LFCN for allowing me to serve you.  It is an absolute honor and privilege to be a 
part of such a wonderfully loving church body.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LFCN Financial Report (2015 – 2016 Fiscal Year) 
May 1, 2015 – April 30, 2016 

 
 

Charitable Tithes & Offerings                      $1,114,495.37  
Other Income          $    37,306.19 
Total Income                     $1,151,801.56 
 
Payroll Expenses and Employee Benefits  (Includes insurance, payroll taxes)  $    431,990.61 
Finance & Debt Service (Interest Expense, Debt Repayment)    $    176,845.18 
Nazarene Budgets & Missions Giving       $    157,946.27 
Buildings & Grounds (Utilities, Maintenance, Supplies, etc…)    $      87,577.23 
Benevolences (Financial Assistance, Food Pantry, Christmas Boxes, etc…)  $      37,510.21 
Generations Church (NewStart church in Farmville, VA)     $      30,289.12 
Special Events (Harvest Festival, Church Wide Meals, Funerals, etc…)   $      17,801.37 
Administration (Commercial insurance, credit card fees, etc…)    $      17,681.72 
Office Management Expenses (Postage, Printing, Phone, Internet, etc…)   $      16,807.52 
New Frontiers (Wellspring, Foreign Missions, MOPS, etc…)    $      15,217.93 
Vehicles          $      14,705.92 
Children’s & Youth Ministry        $      12,346.33 
Facility Renovation & Improvements       $      11,200.36 
Discipleship (Teaching Curriculum, Life Groups, Connections Class)   $      10,838.97 
Worship & Music         $        8,044.10 
Technology          $        7,236.79 
Nursery Ministry         $        7,194.68 
Personnel Development & Volunteer Appreciation     $        6,767.75 
Congregational Encouragement        $        3,204.30 
Adult & Senior Ministries        $        2,816.60 
Total Expenses                        $1,074,022.96 
 
 
Worship Center Debt Outstanding as of 4/30/16*                $2.113 Million 

Refinanced in fiscal year 2011-12.  Interest rate reduced to 3.60% .  
Further modified debt terms in fiscal year 2014-15.  Interest rate reduced to 3.30%. 

 
** $100,566.50 received in FY 2015-16 for our Capital Improvement Challenge.  Of this amount, $21,268.76 
was spent in FY 2015-16 which is reflected in the above spending numbers.  The remainder ($79,297.74) 
will be spent in FY 2016-17. 
 
***Questions regarding any aspect of LFCN’s finances?  Please contact Pastor Cavan Carlton, LFCN 
Executive Pastor and Treasurer, at ccarlton@lynchburgnaz.com. 

 
 
 


