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    One of them, an expert in religious law, tried to trap him with this question: “Teacher, 

which is the most important commandment in the law of Moses?” Jesus replied, “‘You 
must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.’ 

This is the first and greatest commandment. A second is equally important: ‘Love your 
neighbor as yourself. ‘The entire law and all the demands of the prophets are based on 

these two commandments.      



STATE OF THE UNITY: 
STEPHEN WILLIS

I recently spent some time reading through past entries 
from my prayer journal.  My attention settled on an entry 
that came just one day before I contracted Covid-19 in 
October of 2020.  At the time I was studying through the 
book of Revelation and I spent several days considering 
the first few verses of Revelation 4.  We read “After this 
I looked, and there before me was a door standing 
open in heaven,  And the voice I had first heard 
speaking to me like a trumpet said, ‘Come up here, 
and I will show you what must take place after this.  
At once I was in the Spirit, and there before me was 
a throne in heaven with someone sitting on it” (Rev. 
4:1-2).  As I studied the text and read what others had 
proclaimed about the text I wrote these words.  “We 
can’t think rightly about anything until we settle in our 
mind that there is an occupied throne in heaven….and 
that Jesus is the one who occupies that throne.” This 
Scripture and entry lingered in my mind as my family and 
I battled through the symptoms of Covid-19.  This virus 

and pandemic has changed much in our world and in the 
church.  However, one thing remains true.  Jesus Christ 
is seated on the throne and He is our King of Kings and 
Lord of Lords.  He has continued to bless in the midst 
of the mess.  He still occupies the throne and this reality 
allows us to think rightly as we walk in the Spirit and 
consider all that He has brought us through.  

As I complete this report we find ourselves escaping the 
grasps of Covid-19.  So much has changed in the world 
and in the church. I admit that leading the local church 
through this pandemic has been the greatest leadership 
challenge of my life.  The virus has taken so much from 
so many and at the same time it has been a tremendous 
teacher of the fragility of life, the frailty of humanity 
and the value of relationships.  So how has our local 
community of faith responded? I can report that we as 
a local church have responded with Christ-centered 
compassion.  
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• Compassion in Children- Three years ago, when 
we ventured out into the Serve Both Campaign, we 
had no way of knowing that we would be looking 
to complete the construction of the Children’s 
Education Center in the midst of a global pandemic.  
However, God knew!  He has used the faithfulness 
of His people to demonstrate His faithfulness.  It 
is nothing short of miraculous.  On an almost daily 
basis I walk through our new building to check on 
its progress and also to pray that this tool will be 
used mightily to reach many children and families 
with the good news of Jesus Christ.  

• Compassion Fund-  Covid-19 immediately 
impacted many of our people financially.  We 
responded immediately by opening up a Covid-19 
fund that would directly help meet the basic needs 
of people struggling financially.  This year we raised 
an additional $15,000 that enabled us to serve 
dozens of families across Central Virginia.  

• Compassion in Food- I am super proud of the 
leadership and volunteers who have made this 
ministry such a vital part of our local community.  
As Doug and Russanna have continued to lead our 
day to day operations they have also been dreaming 
about future endeavors.  The food pantry looks to be 
recipients of even more space once the new building 
is completed. This will enable us to dream even 
bigger for ways to meet the needs of our community 
and Commonwealth.  

• Compassion in Recovery- This year we made 
sure that we kept the light on in regards to 
Celebrate Recovery. This vital ministry has enabled 
us to demonstrate compassion to those who are 
struggling with “hurts, habits and hang-ups” that 
are preventing people from experiencing freedom 
and holiness.  We have discovered that this ministry 
is more vital than ever as people are trying to 
overcome the negative effects of the lockdown that 
came as a result of the pandemic.     

• Compassion in Disasters- This year LFCN 
became the new home of  Virginia Nazarene 
Disaster Relief.  Just weeks after accepting this 
new role, our team responded to the devastating 
ice storms of Kentucky.   It was a life changing trip 
for those who participated as we ministered in the 
name of Jesus.  

• Compassion to other Continents-  Did you know 
that through our budget allocations LFCN supports 
some 700 missionaries in 165 world areas. Think 
about that influence. Think about that impact.  
We are so blessed to be a part of something that 
extends way beyond our local community into all 
the continents of the world.  It doesn’t stop there.  
As a local church, we continued to invest specifically 
in our Village Transformation Project in Guatemala.  
We continue to pray and support our people in 
Loma Del Viento. Sadly, Covid-19 suspended our 
scheduled trip back to our village.  However, in an 
attempt to remember our friends we successfully 

Compassion as Our Response to Covid-19

This word compassion is the core of who we are and who we hope to become. The examples throughout our 
fellowship are more numerous than I can explain. We have become and are becoming a community of believers 
whose very essence is compassion.  A Christ-focused Church always makes compassion a priority. This year we have 
looked to make compassion our response to Covid-19.  Let’s celebrate some victories.  

purchased and delivered food bags to all 188 families 
that live in our village.  Please continue to pray for 
our friends in Loma Del Viento.

• Compassion in Counseling-  Our Wellspring 
Counselor Juli Peak has remained faithful to her 
call to demonstrate compassion in counseling. 
The opportunity to have a licensed counselor on 
staff at LFCN is a tremendous blessing to our 
church and community. 

• Compassion in Community- Jesus told us that 
we would be known to the rest of the world by our 
love for one another (John 13:35).  Our people at 
LFCN continue to love and care for each other in 
tremendous ways. Whether it is providing meals 
for families who have returned home from the 
hospital, providing necessary repairs to home needs 
of widows, phone calls, texts, emails and hospital 
visits, all these things reflect that Godly care is truly 
astounding. Thank you for loving each other well.  

• Compassion in Discipleship-  The pandemic 
certainly inhibited our ability to meet together 
and as a result it deeply impacted our normal 
discipleship models.  However, in the midst of it all 
we understand the critical component of making 
disciples.  Why?  Because true compassion not only 
considers one’s earthly needs but also considers 
eternal trajectory.  Our team is currently working on 
and developing plans to help all ages of people grow 
in Christ.  
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Compassion Continues

As we move forward in a post pandemic world, we are seeking the Lord and His direction as we look to plan and 
prepare to be faithful to the call of Christ in the future. We will actively be seeking to: 

• Complete the Children’s Education Center- We are hoping to be in the facility this summer.  Progress is being 
made daily and we are extremely excited about utilizing this powerful tool to communicate the gospel of Jesus.

• Complete infrastructure needs associated with the CEC addition-  As we move into our new CEC building 
we must turn our attention to completing the needs outside of the building.  This includes our need to resurface 
our upper parking lot in front of the CEC and connect this lot with our second entrance.  As we move into our new 
CEC building we must turn our attention to completing the property needs outside of the building as well. This 
includes our need to replace our upper parking lot in front of the CEC.  This parking lot has served us well for over 
40 years, and has more than outlived its expected life.  We also look forward to completing a second entrance to 
our property from Wards Ferry Road. 

• Compassionate Ministry Advancement- We will continue to remain focused on the pulse of our community, 
our state and our country as it relates to needs.  We are excited about the ministry of compassion that is happening 
but we long to do even more as God continues to bless us.  

• Growth in Discipleship- We continue to pray and plan to increase our effectiveness in the area of discipleship 
as we survey the changing cultural landscape.  God has called the church to actively work to reach and then grow 
new disciples.  As we move into the Fall of 2021 we want to make these discipleship opportunities available to all 
ages of people at LFCN.  

• Renew 2021- We are praying and preaching with expectation that God will and is bringing renewal to the families 
that call LFCN home.  Throughout the year we will remain committed to this focus on Sunday mornings.  In June 
we will specifically turn our focus to Renewal in prayer as we begin active preparation for our Spiritual Renewal 
weekend that will be held Sept. 30-October 3.  

Compassion Celebrates!

I sit today to take time to reflect on and celebrate the spirit-filled leaders, friends and family that God has given us for 
the journey.  The compassionate leaders that adorn our fellowship are truly inspiring.  

To the LFCN leadership team members, I am so blessed by your compassion and God-honoring leadership.  Lee, I so 
appreciate your humble and selfless influence as LFCN’s leadership team secretary. The bright future is truly found in 
the spirit filled believers who continue to be living sacrifices for the King.  Thank you Bob Berry, Nathan Gravitt, Dr. 
Emily Heady, Dee Jones, Andy Scoles, Dan Seipp, Sally Steel, and Joann Stocks for being my colleagues in ministry and 
even more my friends.    

Cavan, your commitment to Christ has greatly increased our influence for Jesus.  You truly emulate what it means to be a 
servant leader.  Thank you for your willingness to lighten the load of ministry.  In so many ways you have become a pastor 
to your pastor. Mike Lyle, Doug, Brad, Jaime, Gary S, Justen, Caleb, Juli, Jonny, Carroll, Priscilla, Gary O, Russanna, Clay, 
Mikayla, Vicky, Lindsay, Paul, Katie, Darcy, Jared and our many volunteers, a simple thanks just doesn’t seem adequate.  
However, know that the biggest compliment I can give you is to entrust you in service to the King at LFCN. 

Tim John, I am extremely blessed to have you lead a tremendous finance team that is tasked with the stewardship of 
our fellowship. I am so proud of your efforts to maximize the resources that we have to advance the gospel.  Our church 
is blessed to have you.    

It is hard to believe that we will celebrate twenty years of ministry at LFCN in August of this year.  Our confidence was 
in His promise to go before us and with us.  We have given our lives to this local church and community. and as a result, 
we have come to realize that we are a part of something far bigger than us. I am so grateful.  I am forever indebted to 
my beautiful wife Lisa who has been my constant companion. She is my greatest ally.  She remains in the shadows in 
unwavering support of the call that God has placed on me. She continues to love me well. Lisa, I love you more today 
than I ever have.  I also want to tell my three boys how much I love and appreciate them.  I marvel at how God has 
grown each of you into his own image. My greatest gift to the world will always be the investment that I have made in 
each of your lives.  Nick, Camden and Micah honor Jesus.  I will always be significantly proud of who you are in Him.   

Today my total confidence rests in Jesus and the Spirit of God that lives within us.  I am reminded in Scripture that 
there are weapons that are being formed against us.  However, they will not prosper.  We look to the future with 
certainty that the work that God has begun in us will be seen to completion.  

May the compassion of Christ continue to reign in every facet of our lives.  

Rev. Stephen G. Willis
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What a year it’s been!  For the past 10+ years I have been blessed to call LFCN not only my church home, but also 
the place I get to come each day in service to the King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  I count it a pure joy to serve Jesus 
alongside Pastor Stephen, my other amazing associate pastors and ministry leaders, and all of our dedicated servant 
volunteers. Since March 2012 I have served as LFCN’s treasurer.  From a financial perspective, 2020-21 was a blessed 
year.  We exceeded our budget in giving and were able to tackle several exciting projects such as technology upgrades, 
a new digital road sign (so many people visit us because they see our sign!), a refresh of our nursery, and even higher 
levels of compassionate outreach and community support.

CAVAN CARLTON
Report of LFCN’s Executive Pastor

We made tremendous progress on the new Children’s 
Education Center over the past year.  Most of the interior 
work is completed, and we are targeting a Summer 2021 
move-in date.  It is also a blessing to report that we hit 
our goal of raising $2.0 Million through the Serve Both 
Campaign to go towards funding this building.  Final 
project costs will be slightly above this level, and we are 
working to raise the additional funds to ensure we can 
complete it without borrowing a dime.

We also continue to pay down our long-term debt.  
As of 3/31/21, we have $1.58 Million in long-term debt 
stemming from the 2005-6 construction of our worship 
center.  We have had very good success over the past 
nine years refinancing / renegotiating our note (from 
6.5% down to 3.6% and again to 3.3%).  In July 2020 we 
were able to renegotiate once again down to 3.1% with a 
10-year fixed rate (praise the Lord!).  Each month LFCN 
pays approximately $14,000 towards our building note, 
with nearly 70% going towards principal reduction.  
LFCN has a very strong finance committee, led again this 
year by Tim John.  Thank you, Mike Walker, Amy Seipp, 
and Rick Huff for your faithful and diligent service on 
this crucial committee.  The long hours spent reviewing 
charts, spreadsheets, trends, facts, and figures are all 
great investments in expanding God’s Kingdom here on 
earth and helping ensure LFCN is a consistently good 
steward of all that is entrusted to us.

On a personal note, 2020-21 was a very blessed year for 
my family.  Soni and I celebrated our silver 25th wedding 
anniversary last July!  Our son Callen is now 9 and in 3rd 
grade, and our daughter Embry is 12 and in 6th grade.  I 
love all three of them more and more each day, and the 
good Lord continues to show us how to love each other 
as He loves us.  

I am privileged to serve the Lord in such a supportive 
and healthy church community.  The constant 
encouragement and love shown to me and my fellow 
pastors is beautiful…and appreciated!  I also continue 
to be so grateful and indebted to my amazing friend 
and brother-in-Christ Pastor Stephen for helping to 
open my eyes eleven years ago to God’s love and to 
what a true holy relationship with the Lord looks like.  
To God be the Glory!

 Pastor Cavan Carlton

MIKE LYLE
Report of LFCN’s Worship and Teaching Pastor 

What an enormous privilege it is to be able to report to you. I consider it a privilege because LFCN is a 
tremendously supportive church which provides such a healthy context for ministry. I am honored to work with 
you for the growth of the Kingdom of God. Thank you for the opportunity; I don’t take it for granted. Despite the 
challenges of 2020, this past year has been a great year of ministry. The two ministries I oversee have seen some 
significant areas of growth.

Our worship ministry has excelled and continues to 
grow. When the stay-at-home order was given, Caleb 
and Paul were tremendous assets as we transitioned 
to worship online.  We planned different venues for 
our worship service out of an understanding that 
online services can get monotonous unless there is a 
change of scenery.  For this transition to be successful, 
it took the competence and passion of excellent tech 
team members, musicians, and vocalists.  Then, upon 
returning to in-person services, our worship team 
was flexible and willing to meet CDC guidelines as 
we continued to lead a congregation in worship.  I’m 
so grateful for the people on our team!  In the midst 
of a pandemic, we have seen new members added 
to our worship team and considerable growth in our 
musicianship, leadership, and technology capability. 
I am particularly excited about the gifted leaders who 
have stepped up in our worship ministry. I think God 
has great things in store for Brian Marker, Dee Jones, 
and Mikayla Benner.  They have a call to worship 
ministry and I am privileged to walk with them and help 
them answer that call. 

The discipleship ministry at LFCN has had to adjust 
so much over the course of this year. I am immensely 
grateful for the leaders in this ministry and their 
adaptability.  It has been a challenge to gather people 
in smaller spaces.  However, whether on zoom, at 
playgrounds, or outside, our life group leaders creatively 
found ways to gather people who were willing. 

Our adult and college bible studies have continued 
to gather on Sunday mornings and our children’s 
Sunday school classes were brought within the context 
of the Orange curriculum that we implement every 
week. However, we understood that not everyone 
was comfortable gathering for discipleship in small 
groups or within smaller spaces. So, we offered a rich 
study following the devotional “Just Jesus” online on 
Wednesday nights and we also offered T.A. Dill’s Sunday 
morning Bible study on our online platforms.  We are 
anticipating the addition of in-person opportunities for 
discipleship in the fall of 2021.

Finally, I want to thank my wife, Bethany, and our 4 
children, Gracyn, Gavin, Gabriel, and Gia. I genuinely 
believe that without Bethany’s support, wisdom, and 
ready forgiveness I would not be able to minister. God has 
used her as the most transformative person in my life.  

Thank you again for the opportunity to serve LFCN.

Respectfully Submitted,

Mike Lyle
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As always, I am excited to share with you what is happening with our kids and families here at LFCN.  We have seen 
lots of change, exponential growth in numbers, and a new depth in both relationship and spirit.  

The nursery has gone through a beautiful refresh that is both welcoming and a great tie in to our new building. We 
welcomed Lindsay Beasley to our team as co-director with Vicki Thornsbury. The nursery is continuing to implement 
the Orange Curriculum to teach our tiny members that “Jesus wants to be their friend forever.” 

LFCNkids is in an exciting growth stage right now. We have lots of new volunteers, and our numbers are back to 
pre-pandemic levels.  We continue to engage families using social media by providing parent led family devotionals, 
family at home church services, worship song sets, and ProPresenter weekly. We have also done family drop offs that 
included an Advent packet, Easter packet, and an upcoming Mother’s Day appreciation.

With all of the talk of what we have been doing, I want to close and concentrate on how we are being. I am thankful 
for a group of people to serve alongside that truly put the ministry in the hands of our Father...through prayer, 
service, study, and being the hands and feet of Christ.  The priorities of our team have never been more evident than 
in the last month of ministry: Love God, Love Others, Serve Both.  Our church is not determined by its location, its 
walls, the numbers, the songs, or even the preaching...but simply by the love and service that is shared by those who 
share a common Savior.

Finally, it would be amiss for me not to mention my biggest support and partner in life and ministry, Brad.  Thank 
you for always showing up and never letting go. There is no one I would rather dance through the minefields or sail 
through the storms with.

Joyfully,

Jaime Robertson

JAIME ROBERTSON
Report of LFCN’s Family Director

As we quickly approach our 8th year as staff at LFCN and a dozen years as part of this church family, the Robertson 
household is truly grateful for LFCN and the ways in which God has used this church to impact our lives for His 
Kingdom.  It was an incredible honor and privilege to be officially ordained by the Church of the Nazarene in 2020. 
Thank you for your many years of generosity and investment in us.

BRAD ROBERTSON
Report of LFCN’s Connections and Recovery Pastor

Celebrate Recovery - What a beautifully challenging 
year for our CR family!  We learned adaptability and 
innovation as COVID-19 affected our daily lives and 
ministry.  Through it all, God brought us many new 
guests from our Central VA community who were 
hurting and in need of support during our time of 
isolation.  In fact, our group dynamic has shifted 
to where we now have more participants from the 
community than those from our church family.  We 
also shifted gears by providing online training to 
10 volunteers through the CR Online International 
Summit held during the month of July 2020. We 
experienced the resurrection power of the Holy Spirit 
through the healing of one man who overdosed on 
heroin and was declared brain-dead by doctors in 
March 2020, but was miraculously healed!  In March 
2021, we joyously celebrated as he walked onto stage 
to receive his one year coin for sobriety from drugs!  
Praise be to God!  Starting in March 2021, we also 
began offering in-depth Step Studies for men and 
women on Sundays with nearly a dozen participants 
weekly.  The Lord Jesus truly continues to bind the 
broken-hearted and set the captives free through the 
ministry of Celebrate Recovery at LFCN.

Connections - This past year taught us an important 
lesson in picking up the phone and reaching out 
to one another.  We as a church had to learn new 
methods of connecting with one another through 
Zoom & Google Hangouts and rediscovered the old 
fashioned hand-written letter.  Our core Connections 

team shined through with exuberance when we could 
finally start meeting in person again.  Although it was 
difficult with minimal volunteers and much if not 
more responsibilities, our committed team rallied 
together to make sure every guest felt welcomed and 
appreciated each and every week!  Because of our 
team effort, our church continued to grow and bring 
in many new members even during an international 
pandemic.  Some of those new guests and members 
have begun serving on our Connections Team!  We 
also extended our reach online to minister to those 
in different states and expanded our technology 
to ensure those people were being welcomed and 
ministered to in engaging ways.  As we continue to 
march onward, we are trusting the Lord that He is 
guiding our steps through this valley to green pasture!

Finally, I want to thank my bride Jaime, who has been 
my constant companion and partner in ministry. 
I couldn’t do it without you! Thank you LFCN for 
allowing us to serve with you. I am humbled & honored 
to be a part of such a wonderful loving church family.

Respectfully submitted,

Pastor Brad L. Robertson
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 It is with incredible joy and pride that I share this year’s annual report. In what has been our most difficult year, 
the Lord has poured blessing upon blessing on LFCN’s Compassionate Ministries Center. A little over a year ago, 
we began what we refer to as the Pandemic Food Pantry. The food pantry pivoted to a drive thru pick up service to 
continue feeding hungry families in Lynchburg in a safe way. Our goal was to keep the food pantry open each week 
and our amazing volunteers got to work making it happen. Many of our volunteers began serving on Tuesdays to help 
pack boxes and many others stood out in the heat, wind, cold and rain to encourage clients and load cars with more 
food than we’ve ever had.  When I think of the faithfulness of God, I can’t help but think of this incredible team of 
people who have shown up week after week, despite the risk, to serve those in need. These same volunteers didn’t 
miss a beat when I was in quarantine for 24 days while my own family dealt with Covid-19. Our volunteers see the 
value in serving the less fortunate and are truly the hands and feet of Jesus. 

RUSSANNA COOK 
Report of the Compassionate Ministries Center Coordinator

On top of that, LFCN successfully provided and 
delivered nearly 1,100 Christmas food boxes to families 
in Central Virginia. This was a major church wide 
effort that completely changed our Christmas box 
distribution from years past. As we began thinking about 
box distribution during the pandemic, we knew one 
thing was clear: we could not scale back on the amount 
of food we provided at Christmas. After much prayer 
and thought, we landed on deliveries and to say that 
LFCN met the challenge is an understatement. These 
deliveries went so incredibly well and each team served 
with joy. Story after story poured in of how the Lord 
blessed those delivering and receiving Christmas boxes. 

The LFCN Compassionate Ministries Center also took 
on a new role this year for the Virginia District Church 
of the Nazarene, now housing the district’s disaster 
relief ministry. Within two weeks of taking this on, we 
dispatched our first team to Kentucky to help an area 
heavily damaged by ice storms. Once again, LFCN rose 
to the challenge by providing more supplies than we had 
room to carry. Within minutes of arriving in Kentucky, 
the team distributed these supplies to families in 
desperate need. We even have a team of people planning 
to head back to Kentucky this summer to continue the 
work our first team began. 

We continue to pray and dream about what God has 
in store for this ministry as we seek to make more 
connections with the community outside of LFCN. We 
know that no matter where He leads, He will be faithful 
to provide all we need along the way. 

In my own family, we have no doubt seen many 
blessings. The Lord blessed us with a beautiful new 
home in just the right neighborhood. Brandon has 
taught throughout this crazy year without missing 
a beat, all the while encouraging and supporting me 
and being an incredible hands on dad. Ryne, Lucy 
and Landon are our greatest joys and all three have 
navigated this past year with so much hope and 
resiliency. We have seen God answer prayer for dear 
friends, for family and ourselves. We give Him all the 
praise for how He alone has upheld us and know that 
God will continue to faithfully do so no matter what the 
next year brings. 

With Gratitude, 

Russanna Cook 

Who could have predicted the turn of events that we faced as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic? It came suddenly 
without warning. The pandemic gathered steam to eventually shut down businesses, alter our way of life and close 
the doors of churches. Our nation as we knew it had morphed into an unrecognizable status. 

Many of our seniors (PrimeTimers) had been forced to “take cover” until further notice due to extenuating 
circumstances. This intrusion has been painful and in some cases debilitating mentally, physically and spiritually. At 
this point, it would be appropriate to say, “but God...!”. Yes, things could have been very bleak and difficult but for 
God’s intervention and help in navigating the church through this “jungle of adversity”. The Lord provided ways to 
continue to worship (virtually) and to communicate while in isolation. Our Seniors remained strong and prayerful 
during this time and devised ways to interact and communicate with the church body. On many occasions the 
PrimeTimers communicated the needs of the church and interactively prayed for the needs of others. Thank you for 
your faithfulness! Your prayers worked and were effective!

 As we look forward to reopening all aspects of our ministries in the church, including the PrimeTime agenda, we are 
trusting the Lord to give us guidance and direction as we continue to love God, love others and serve both. 

Thank you for your steadfastness and commitment to the cause of Christ!

Blessings,

Gary and Susan Smith

Joshua 1:9 “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the 
Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.”           

GARY SMITH
Report of the Pastoral Care Ministry Pastor
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DOUG FRY
Report of LFCN’S Compassionate Ministries Center Director, Facilities, & Prime Time Ministries Pastor

This year will mark my 12th year serving as a member of this great Staff and 37 years that Nancy and I have been a 
part of this great body of believers. We have witnessed God’s many wonderful blessings at LFCN. I often reflect, 
and I am reminded just how faithful and good God has really been to LFCN. We have so much to be thankful for.

Compassionate Ministries/Food Pantry: In sports 
it is often said that teams that can constantly make 
the necessary adjustments against their opponent 
throughout the game have a much better chance 
of winning. These past sixteen months have been 
anything but routine or normal. We are constantly 
needing to adjust on the fly. In retrospect, it has been 
a good thing. This is now forcing us to think outside 
the box. I have come to believe that in a fast-changing 
world we must be prepared to adjust our method while 
never changing the Message of Jesus Christ. This is not 
always comfortable. During the past twelve months 
our Food Pantry team has been able to give out over 
520,000 pounds of food items to our local community. 
In a global pandemic God is still providing everything 
that we need and more.

I said it last year and I will say again this year I am 
grateful and blessed to have Russanna Cook work 
alongside me. She does an amazing job coordinating 
and scheduling our clients, volunteers and special 
events. She has been a friend and a real blessing to 
me and to this ministry.  I am also forever grateful 
for the leadership that Tricia Brooks, Pam Neisch 
and JoAnn Stocks provide every week in displaying, 
managing and ordering our inventory. We are grateful 
for David Bruffy who goes daily to local stores picking 
up food donations. There is just not enough space 
in this report to recognize everyone who shares and 
volunteers in this Ministry. We are blessed to have 30 – 
40 volunteers who make compassion possible at LFCN

Facilities:  This includes maintaining the buildings, 
grounds and equipment. We just completed two 
Saturday workdays where a total of 50 volunteers 
(including children) helped us remove old mulch and 
spread approximately 90 yards of new mulch. I cannot 
say enough how much I appreciate Justen Bruffy. He 
has a tool for every job and knows how to use them. 
His quality of work is impeccable. 

Thank you to James Bowles who works tirelessly to 
make sure that all facilities are ready for ministry at 
any given time. James also plays a large role in our food 
pantry and in assisting with lawn work.

Prime Timers: I lead a Life Group consisting of 
approximately 30 Senior Adults and assist Pastor 
Gary and Sue Smith when needed. I am grateful to 
my Heavenly Father and my wife Nancy for giving me 
this privilege to serve Jesus and others. It has been a 
wonderful experience. 

Doug Fry 

This year has definitely been the most interesting one yet for LFCN Youth! We started off this year in the beginning 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, which challenged how we do ministry in an entirely new situation. We started by having 
youth group through Zoom and our leaders wrote letters to our teens. We dropped off multiple bags of goodies 
and devotional supplies to our teens throughout Lynchburg City, Campbell County, and Bedford County. We loved 
being able to see our teens from a safe distance, but we eventually felt led to start meeting in person again. We still 
couldn’t meet at the church because of the different regulations in place, so we met in the Bailey’s backyard for a 
couple of months. Although it was unconventional at times, it was a beautiful time of community building! We spent 
this time building strong relationships with our teens and praying for them. Our LFCN Youth Worship Band brought 
their instruments and we had worship outside. It was a beautiful time of fellowship with our teens and leaders!

It was a joyous time when we could take a step towards normalcy and start meeting back at church in August. When 
we began meeting at church again, we officially welcomed 5th Grade to join LFCN Youth on Wednesday nights! We 
sure do love our 5th graders! 

In October, we made a big change that we have been praying to be able to do for a long time - divide into high school 
and middle school groups for lessons. Doing this in the pandemic wasn’t ideal; however, we knew we needed to be 
obedient and make this change. Doing this in a pandemic has had its challenges; however, our youth leaders helped 
us make a successful transition. We are seeing more depth in our lessons now that our structure intentionally meets 
a specific age group. Through this change, we have seen a higher attendance in our high school students and our 
students have given us great feedback about the change. 

We saw 3 teens come to know Christ and multiple re-dedications. It has been a great year even with the pandemic. 
God is moving and we are so thankful to our incredible youth leaders for their perseverance throughout this 
time. Thank you to everyone for your prayers and to our parents and teens who have been patient with all of the 
transitions this year. We love you all!

Stay tuned for what’s next!

Jonny & Carroll Bailey

Clay Bryan

JONNY & CARROLL BAILEY & CLAY BRYAN
Report of LFCN’s Youth Pastors
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CALEB ATKINS
Report of LFCN’S Creative Arts Pastor

To say that this past year was different would be an understatement. Yet, I am so grateful for the opportunity to 
serve the Lord through technology at LFCN. We encountered some interesting challenges over the past year and I 
believe that the Lord gave us the ability to thrive.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic we really had to invest 
in our media delivery. Last spring we had to move our 
services entirely online. While this was a challenge it 
was also a lot of fun to think creatively as to how to 
present the gospel through video. I am grateful for the 
help of Paul Brunett who came alongside to help in this 
effort.

We also continued to improve and bolster our ability 
to communicate through technology. We were able to 
upgrade the following areas:

• New Center Screen in the worship center. Provides 
an incredible viewing experience and gives us the 
ability use creative visuals.

• 2 Upgraded computer systems. One to display to 
the different screens in the worship center and one 
to handle streaming the services.

• Upgraded software to handle live streaming audio. 
This is an area that we are continuing to focus on 
in order to create a better experience online.

• Created a video studio in the basement of the 
worship center. This helps us with our recording 
of Wednesday night videos and allows us more 
production flexibility.

All in all, we’ve been able to grow in some incredible 
ways.

However, the real treat is to be able to work alongside 
some incredible people. Both in their talent and desire 
for serving the Lord. Without people like Clay Bryan, 
Jonny Bailey, Paul Brunett and Bryan Marker our job in 
technology would be so much more difficult and way 
less fun! I am truly grateful.

Finally, I’d like to thank my family for their support. 
Steph is an incredible wife to serve alongside with and 
Rielly is a wonderful son in whom I am well pleased. It 
won’t be long before he’s either playing on the worship 
team or helping in technology.

I am grateful for my time and place at LFCN.

In Christ,

Caleb Atkins

April 1, 2020 – March 31, 2021

Expenses
Facility Renovations & Improvements (Inc. Children’s Education Center Project) $ 1,235,263.24
Payroll Expenses and Employee Benefits (Includes insurance, payroll taxes) $    558,694.55
Nazarene Budgets & Missions Giving $    183,974.94
Finance & Debt Service (Interest Expense, Debt Repayment) $    170,056.20
Buildings & Grounds (Utilities, Maintenance, Supplies, etc…) $      86,825.29
Local Mission (Financial Assistance, Food Pantry, Christmas Boxes, Celebrate 
Recovery) $      78,381.09

Administration (Commercial insurance, credit card fees, etc…) $      32,891.58
Office Management (Supplies, Postage, Printing, Phone, Internet, etc…) $      26,825.34
Youth, Children, & Nursery Ministries $      22,742.55
Worship, Music, & Technology $       20,682.72
Vehicles $      17,378.11
Personnel Development & Volunteer Appreciation $      13,585.03
Discipleship (Teaching Curriculum, Life Groups, Connections Class) $        7,580.19
Special Events (Harvest Festival, Church Wide Meals, REVIVE, Funerals, etc…) $        7,430.66
Men’s, Women’s & Senior Adult Ministries $        3,059.87
Total Expenses* $  2,465,371.36

Serve Both Spending through 3/31/21
Phase I Serve Both Spending (Compassionate Ministry Center & 1733 WFR Purchase) $    200,000.00
Phase II Serve Both Spending (Children’s Education Center) $ 1,862,262.71
Serve Both Cash-in-Bank Balance as of 3/31/21 $    259,613.24

Long Term Debt Outstanding as of 3/31/21 $ 1.575 Million

Income
Normal Charitable Giving $ 1,245,961.47
Serve Both Charitable Giving $    449,153.90
Designated Charitable Giving $    105,782.07
Other Income $    153,207.37
Total Income $ 1,954,104.81

*A significant amount of the funding for the Children’s Education Center project was raised in prior fiscal years.  

***Questions regarding any aspect of LFCN’s finances?  Please contact Pastor Cavan Carlton, LFCN Executive Pastor and 
Treasurer, at ccarlton@lynchburgnaz.com.

LFCN FINANCIAL REPORT 
(2020 – 2021 FISCAL YEAR)
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