
 

HERE COMES HEAVEN 
WEEK ONE  
 
This week, we began the season of Advent - a time of waiting and hoping. 
We are a people of great hope and yet, we are a people who have to learn 
how to wait. 
 

SCRIPTURE FOCUS 
Luke 1:76-79 |     Isaiah 40:3 | Malachi 3:1 | Psalm 130 
 

SERMON RECAP 
Here comes heaven.  That phrase is rich.  You can feel a sense of hope but also of 
waiting.  There is something coming but it is not here yet.  When hope meets 
waiting, it opens the door for joy.  Consider this clip from Elf. When the 
announcement of the coming of Santa is made, the Elf responds with a hilarious 
amount of joy.  Was Santa there?  No.  But, the declaration of Santa’s coming was a 
cause for celebration.  Why?  The Elf knew Santa was a real person and loved him. 
He had no reason to doubt the coming of Santa.  So, the waiting was turned into 
anticipation.  Perhaps anticipation is the best way to describe the hope Christians 
have in the Advent season.  It is this anticipation that makes the season filled with 
so much joy. 
 
But, joy can be difficult to hold on to.  When we stop anticipating the coming of 
Christ into our ordinary, broken lives, we lose the capacity for joy.  It is entirely 
possible to look at particular situations (or people) in our lives and label them 
“hopeless.”  When we do that, we stop looking for Jesus to come there.  Sometimes 
we don’t even want Jesus to enter our lives because we feel unworthy or 
unprepared.  It’s as if we think that the coming of Jesus is a scary thing rather than 
a joyful thing.  So, we don’t look for it. 
 
This is why the people of God needed a time of preparation before the coming of 
Jesus.  It’s why all of the Gospels give an account of John the Baptist before they 
give an account of Jesus!  Not only was this foretold (Isaiah 40:3, Malachi 3:1), it was 
needed because (as we well know) it is all too easy to stop looking for God to break 
in to our lives and it is entirely possible to misinterpret what God is up to. 
 
God is often not what we expect Him to be.  God has a long history of his people 
getting him wrong.  He knows that if they are going to catch the thing He is doing, 
there needs to be some heart preparation.  After all, “to the pure, all things are 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9jyCfRHumHU


 

pure, but to those who are corrupted and do not believe, nothing is pure” (Titus 
1:15).  Also, to the devious, God shows himself shrewd (2 Samuel 22:26-27).  It is the 
state of our hearts that determines what our eyes see.   
 
So, to prepare for the coming of the Lord, we need to go through the two 
movements found in the beginning of Luke: 
 

1) Receive salvation through the forgiveness of sins (1:77).  We are like Adam, 
hiding in the garden.  Often, it is our sin that keeps us from looking for God. 
That is why God hates sin because it causes us to hide from Him. 
Remember, you are forgiven!  Allow that forgiveness to move you to God. 

 
2) See God as a compassionate God who longs to reach into the darkness and 

guide us into peace (1:78-79).  God’s light isn’t meant to burn you.  It is meant 
to guide you into peace because God is not evil.  God is compassionate!   

 
The Israelites had a song for this kind of preparation and anticipation - Psalm 130. 
They speak of crying out to God and waiting like watchmen for the morning.  Do 
you feel the anticipation.  It is waiting.  But, it’s waiting that is infused with hope. 
Watchmen waiting for the morning is a picture of people waiting for something 
they know will come.  It is not a guess.  Sometimes, all we can see is the waiting as 
we go through the drudgery of our day or the business of the season.  But, look, 
here comes heaven!  It’s coming!  Here comes heaven!  Don’t forget to look and 
wait and watch for heaven breaking into your life this season! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 

1) Think back to a time of great anticipation for you.  What were you waiting 
for?  How long did you have to wait?  Describe your feelings as you waited. 
Did it live up to your expectations? 

 
2) What does hope mean?  How is hope different than faith? 

 
3) Do you have any situations in your life that you have recently labeled 

“hopeless?”  What are they?  What makes them hopeless? 
 

4) What would it look like for heaven to “invade” those situations?   
 

5) Do you believe God wants to enter those situations?  Why? Why not? 
 
“...hoping is not dreaming. It is not spinning an illusion or fantasy to protect us from our 
boredom or our pain. It means a confident, alert expectation that God will do what he said 
he will do. It is imagination put in the harness of faith. It is a willingness to let God do it his 
way and in his time.” - Eugene Peterson, Long Obedience in the Same Direction 
 
“Hope is a projection of the imagination; so is despair. Despair all too readily embraces the 
ills it foresees; hope is an energy and arouses the mind to explore every possibility to 
combat them.” - Thornton Wilder, Theophilus North 
 

6) What are some things that keep us from noticing Jesus in our own lives? 
How about some things that make us want to keep Jesus at an “arms length” 
and not let him into our lives? 

 
7) Do you perceive the coming of Jesus as a scary thing or a joyful thing?  Why? 

 
“It is apparent that whether or not one is able to find Jesus in Scripture - which is to 
say, whether or not one is able to find the ‘life’ Scripture is intended to bring (John 
5:39-40) - depends on something far more important than simply how diligently 
one studies it.  It rather depends on the spiritual condition of one’s heart.” - Greg 

Boyd, Crucifixion of the Warrior God 
 

8) How does the state of our hearts impact the way we perceive reality?  What 
is Paul getting at in Titus 1:15? 

 
9) How does the forgiveness of sins open our hearts to the coming of Christ? 

 
10) How does seeing God as compassionate open our hearts to the coming of 

Christ in our everyday lives? 



 

Here Comes Heaven 
Week Two 
 
This week, we continued discussing the role of John the Baptist in preparing 
the people for the coming of Christ. 
 

Scripture Focus 
Mark 1:1-8 
 

Sermon Recap 
Have you ever seen a firework show up close?  The fireworks explode and you can 
feel it in your ribs!  It shakes the air in your ears as it lights up the sky.  Part of the 
excitement, however, is not found in the explosion but in the anticipation that 
happens just before it - when the firework is screaming into the sky.  I think that 
space between the lighting and explosion is a good way to describe Advent.   
 
The writers of the Gospel describe John the Baptist as the sound of the firework 
being lit and lifting off the ground.  What note did John’s ministry ring that created 
anticipation of the coming Messiah? 
 
First, John’s ministry takes place in the wilderness.  The wilderness has a long 
history with the people of God.  It is a place marked by their disobedience and 
God’s faithfulness.  The people wandered in the wilderness for 40 years in order to 
learn how to trust God and obey Him.  By coming to the wilderness, the Israelites 
had to relive their story.  They had to admit that they were as lost now as they were 
when they refused to trust God and enter the promised land.  The wilderness 
represents desolation and lack of faith.  But, John’s presence meant that God was 
working in that wilderness!  According to Mark, the first signs of the healing of the 
world take place in the wilderness!  Perhaps we need to pay attention to desolate 
places (or people) that seem hopeless.  This might be the place God wants to show 
up.  The desert is the place where God’s rescue begins.  Maybe the desert isn’t a 
sign that you’re forgotten by God.  Maybe it’s a sign of God’s coming rescue! 
 
Secondly, John is wearing the same clothes as Elijah (2 Kings 1:8).  John linked his 
ministry with that of Elijah.  He wanted to be a sign that God was on the move and 
call people to follow Him.  Perhaps our lives can be signposts pointing to a God 
who is on the move.  We do this by providing food for the hungry, forgiveness for 
the ashamed, and fellowship to the lonely.  Maybe these kinds of things end up 
lighting the firework and creating a sense of anticipation for the Kingdom Boom!  



 

Discussion Questions 
 

1) Think back and remember a “place” that meant a lot to you and your 
family.  What memories do you have of that place?  Why is it 
important? 

 
2) What about some places that important to our country?  Can you 

name some of those places?  Why are they important?  What stories 
do they tell? 

 
3) What do you think is the significance of the wilderness to the Jewish 

people?  Why is that place important?  What stories does the 
wilderness tell?   

 
4) What do you think was going through the minds of the people leaving 

Jerusalem to go into the wilderness to see John the Baptist?  Why were 
they thinking these things?  How might God have been working in 
their hearts as they entered the wilderness? 

 
5) During Advent, we are asked to go (with our imagination) into 

Bethlehem, a stable, and fields with angels.  How does God use these 
settings to stir our hearts for the coming Kingdom? 

 
6) Can you name a hopeless situation (or person) in your life right now? 

What makes that hopeless?  Can you see the Kingdom at all in that 
situation/person? 

 
7) When the Jews got to the wilderness, they saw John the Baptist.  Of 

whom did his appearance remind them?  Why is this significant?  (We 
do this too...who does a fat man dressed in a red suit remind us of? 
What identity or characteristics do we assign to that man?) 

 
8) Who is reminding you lately that the Kingdom is coming?  How have 

they done so (a transformation you’ve seen, a kind word, a smile...etc)? 
 

9) What is one tangible thing you can do this week to remind the people 
around you that the Kingdom is coming?  How can you “light the 
firework?” 



 

Here Comes Heaven 
Week Three 
This week, we focused on Mary and the transforming nature of the season 
of Advent. 
 

Scripture Focus 
Luke 1:26-38 | Luke 2:52 
 

Sermon Recap 
Have you ever been surprised by the speed of a pregnancy?  It goes by so fast...for 
us.  But for that person, there is a daily transformation that is happening in their 
body and they probably wouldn’t explain their pregnancy as “fast” (especially 
towards the end!).  When Mary said “yes” the long process of transformation (for 
her and for the world) was initiated. 
 

Jesus could have shown up in a day, taught what he needed to teach, die, and raise 
to life, and ascend back to the father - all in that moment Mary said “yes.” But, he 
didn’t.  He came as an embryo - a life that needed to grow and develop (Luke 2:52). 
Jesus grew in a womb before he grew up on earth.  Jesus gestated.  Advent is a 
season.  It is not a day.  It happens over the course of weeks.   
 

Advent reminds us how transformation works.  To be sure, God is transforming 
the world.  Heaven is indeed coming!  But, sometimes, it feels like it comes slow! 
We invest an enormous amount of time and resources in people and places only 
see no change!  We pray for freedom in our own lives and in the lives of others and 
it seems like nothing is happening.  In a world of microwaves and walmarts, we 
often expect transformation to happen in an instant.  But, that is not the way it 
works.  Advent invites us to see transformation happening over the course of 
weeks, months, and years.  During Advent, we look with eyes of faith and affirm 
that Heaven is on the move even if we can’t perceive it!  We do things like the 
Christmas food box outreach even if the only person who changes is us. 
 

While it may be true that transformation happens through a process and takes 
some time, don’t forget that it is initiated in an instant.  Mary had to say “yes” in a 
particular moment in time.  She had to respond to the invitation of God and that 
response happened in an instant.  Advent also invites us to respond to the moment 
by saying “yes” to God when He calls us into a deeper life of faith. So, is 
transformation something that happens in an instant or over the course of a 
lifetime?  If we’re listening to Mary and to the season of Advent, we would have to 
answer, “yes!” 



 

Discussion Questions 
 

1) Would you agree that we are living in an “instantaneous” culture? 
Why/Why not?  What is the evidence? 

 
2) Why do you think we lose focus and patience with things that take a 

long time?   
 
“One aspect of world that I have been able to identify as harmful to 
Christians is the assumption that anything worthwhile can be acquired at 
once. We assume that if something can be done at all, it can be done quickly 
and efficiently.” - Eugene Peterson, Long Obedience in the Same Direction 
 

3) Do you agree with Eugene Peterson above?  Why/Why not? 
 

4) What are some ways people manage to maintain focus with these 
things that take a long time (perhaps start by making a list of things 
that we normally have to wait a long time to get - drivers license, 
promotion,...etc)?   

 
5) How do these strategies apply to our Christian transformation? 

 
6) What has transformed in your life over the course of this past year? 

 
“There is a great market for religious experience in our world; there is little 
enthusiasm for the patient acquisition of virtue, little inclination to sign up 
for a long apprenticeship in what earlier generations of Christians called 
holiness.”  - Eugene Peterson, Long Obedience in the Same Direction 
 

7) Do you agree with the above quote?  Why/Why not? 
 

8) Did Mary have to “do” anything to become pregnant (anything that 
people normally have to do to become pregnant)?  What did she have 
to do?  Why is this significant when it comes to transformation? 

 
9) When was the last time you said “yes” to God?  What did that “yes” 

entail for you? 
 



 

Here Comes Heaven 
Week Four 
This week, we spoke about the light of Jesus and learning to walk in the dark. 
 

Scripture Focus 
John 1:1-4 | John 1:9-14  

Sermon Recap 
Why do you think there is so much light during Christmas?  Candles. Christmas 
lights. Blinking lights. Colored lights.  Advent covers the darkest time of our year. 
It happens right around the winter solstice, which marks the shortest day of our 
year.  It means just as our world is experiencing the least amount of light, the 
Church is speaking about the light of the world. 
 

Almost everyone is afraid of the dark.  The physical kind is a powerful metaphor 
for all the other kinds of darkness (darkness in our heart, spiritual darkness, evil in 
the world...etc.). In the dark, we can’t see our way forward.  We imagine things that 
aren’t there.  We are paralyzed by uncertainty and fear.  We try to run and, in our 
discomfort, we immediately reach for the closest light.  We are uncomfortable 
with ourselves so we are uncomfortable in the dark.  The lights we choose may 
dispel the darkness for a while - an evening with friends, substances that dull our 
senses, a good movie - but it doesn’t go away.  It sits there, ready to pounce the 
minute the bulb runs out or the second the blue light of the T.V. goes away.   
 

But, it seems like most people are also afraid of the light.  What if we don’t see 
what we want to see when the light shines on us?  In the darkness, at least I don’t 
have to see all the cobwebs and filth living in the corners. 
 

Who will save us from this paralysis - this fear of dark and light that keeps us 
immobilized? Who will reach into the dark and give us enough light to walk?...”The 
Word became flesh and moved into the neighborhood.”  Jesus comes and enters 
the darkness with us and brings the light to us.  “How did the rose ever open its 
heart And give to the world all its beauty? It felt the encouragement of light against 
its being otherwise we all remain too frightened” (Barton, Sacred Rhythm). 
 

Some of you have some darkness during this season.  It is triggered by all the 
“lights” of Christmas.  Maybe you lost someone.  Maybe you wrestle with doubt 
every year around this time.  Advent is a wonderful time to turn away from our 
fear of the darkness and invite Jesus to move into our neighborhood.  It is also a 
time to remember that we may not always feel the presence of God in our lives. 
But, that doesn’t mean He’s not there.  After all, no one has seen God.  But, the one 
and only Son has made Him known.  Let there be light. 



 

Discussion Questions 
1) Were you afraid of the dark growing up?  Do you have a story of 

when this fear was particularly manifested? 
 

2) What kinds of darkness (other than physical) are you afraid of?  Why 
are you afraid of it? 

 
3) Read Exodus 20:21.  Why do you think we are told God was in thick 

darkness?  Isn’t God light?  What might the “darkness” of God be like 
(think mystery and uncertainty)? 

 
4) Do you think most people are uncomfortable with the mystery of 

God?  Why/Why not? 
 

5) Why do you think people love darkness (in the way John describes in 
the first chapter)? 

 
6) What kind of light did Jesus come to bring?   

 
7) How do we welcome that light into our lives?  What happens to us 

when we do welcome that light? 
 

8) What role does the light of Jesus play in helping us know God? 
 
“There is a paradox, of course, in the truth that I am inviting God to search 
me and know me when in fact he already has searched me and known me. 
This may point to the fact that the real issue in self-examination is not that I 
am inviting God to know me (since he already does) but that I am inviting 
God to help me know me.” - Ruth Haley Barton, Sacred Rhythms 
 

9) What is the role does the light of Jesus play in helping us know 
ourselves? 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Here Comes Heaven 
Week Five 
This week, we remember that Jesus is most definitely present!  As a follow 
up to week two, we learned how to pay attention to that presence. 
 

Scripture Focus 
Luke 2:22-39  
 

Sermon Recap 
Consider this clip from It’s a Wonderful Life.  Why was George able to experience 
this moment?  If you know the story, he had a long history of giving himself away 
that led to this moment of joy breaking in.  Today, we’re going to talk about how to 
be poised to experience the presence of Jesus. 
 
Surely Simeon and Anna weren’t the only people in Jerusalem on the day Joseph 
and Mary took Jesus to be consecrated.  But, apparently, they were the only people 
paying attention to the presence of Jesus.  What was it about these two people that 
made them able to see and notice when God broke into their world? 
 
First, we’re told that Simeon was righteous, devout, waiting, and was filled with the 
Holy Spirit.  If we want to be able to notice the presence of Jesus, who is with us, 
perhaps we should take a page out of Simeon’s book.  How serious are we about 
the way we live our lives?  Do we have a right posture toward God (righteous)?  Are 
we anticipating God to show up in our lives?  Have we fed the Holy Spirit?  These 
things help us notice the presence of Jesus. Second, we are told that Anna lived in 
the Temple, worshipped, fasted, and prayed for most of her life.  How important is 
the worship community to you?  When was the last time you fasted and prayed?   
 
I am NOT saying that these things “save” you or “get you to heaven when you die.” 
I AM saying that these things help open your eyes and your heart the presence of 
Christ.  If you believe that Jesus is here - He’s been born in the world and you can’t 
get away from his presence - why is His presence so hard for us to notice?  My 
guess is that we have neglected the kinds of things that make his presence 
perceptible to us.  There is a lot of light that is imperceptible to the human eye 
(infrared, ultraviolet..etc).  In order to see this light, we need to put on special 
lenses.  Simeon and Anna were practiced at putting on lenses that made them able 
to see Jesus when he arrived.  As we approach this New Year, let’s put on our lenses 
so we’re able to see Jesus - who is ever present and always working in our lives! 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qfE1_8lYPP4


 

Discussion Questions 
1) Would people who know you best call you a person with great 

perception?  (i.e. Do you notice the laundry on the stairs:) )  
 

2) What does it mean to have good perception?  Can you name a few 
people who are famous for their perception?  (Sherlock Holmes...etc) 

 
3) Why do you think it is difficult for us to really “notice” our 

environments? 
 

4) What would it take to pay attention to the presence of Jesus in our 
lives? 

 
“Tangled in time, we go by hints and guesses, 

Turning the wheel of each returning year.  
But in the midst of failures and successes  

We sometimes glimpse the love that casts out fear.  
Sometimes the heart remembers its own reasons  

And beats a Sanctus as we sing our story,  
Tracing the threads of grace, sounding the seasons  

That lead at last through time to timeless glory.  
From the first yearning for a Saviour’s birth  

To the full joy of knowing sins forgiven,  
We start our journey here on God’s good earth  

To catch an echo of the choirs of heaven.  
I send these out, returning what was lent,  

Turning to praise each ‘moment’s monument’.”  
- Malcolm Guite, Sounding the Seasons 

 
5) Is there any idea in the above poem that stands out to you?  What do 

you think the above poem means by each “moment’s monument?” 
How can a moment be a monument?  What is it a monument to? 

 
6) Speak about the last time you paid attention the presence of Jesus in 

your life?  What was it like?  What were you doing?  Why do you think 
it became so real to you?   

 
 


