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Looking Back and Looking Ahead 
 November marks thirty full years for me in ministry. In some ways, that’s hard for me to grasp that so much 
time has passed since I knelt before the elders, and they placed their hands on me to pray. It was an incredibly 
special and meaningful day for me.  
 

On my desk, I have the guestbook from that day. I keep it there for times when I get discouraged or doubt 
myself. Times when I wonder if I have one more day, let alone another year, in me. Though many of those names 
have gone home, I still find great encouragement in thumbing through the pages and seeing those names. They are, 
in many ways, the “great cloud of witnesses” the writer of Hebrews references.  

 

Over the course of these 30 years, I’ve seen a lot of changes in ministry and in the church. Some good and 
some not so good. The ministry I was trained for isn’t the ministry of today. It’s evolved, morphed, and changed with 
each passing year. While I wholeheartedly believe change is inevitable, I also believe that not all change is beneficial.  

 

Looking back, here are some of the changes I’ve seen over the past thirty years: 
 

• Technology: We’ve come so far in 30 years. The resources at our disposal are incredible and they make 
ministry easier and better in many ways. Computers, projectors, apps, websites…they can be incredible 
blessings. I NEVER want to handwrite a message or lesson again! I’m grateful for the blessings technology 
affords us. Our services can be seen all over the world now. That’s huge.  

 

• Worship: I think worship has evolved the most over time. Styles, formats, methods, and expressions have 
all changed dramatically over time. I personally have no preference for any particular worship style, but I 
fully appreciate the shift to make worship more relevant and meaningful for current and future generations.  
 

• Preaching: Preaching has changed dramatically as well. The Gospel has not changed, but how we share it 
must change. We’re finding new and better ways to engage people. New methods and avenues to convey 
the timeless truth in a timely matter. This is the greatest challenge of ministry for every preacher.  
 

• Distance: This is a negative trend I’ve seen develop over the past 10 years. It seems to me that churches 
are more distant, perhaps colder, and less connected than they were years ago. As great as technology and 
social media can be, I tend to think they’ve caused us to isolate ourselves and become clannish. We have 
become more reluctant to fellowship together or invest in each other. Covid, the crazy pace of our lives, the 
ability to worship from home via the internet…there are tons of reasons for this. I just want to see it 
reversed.  
 

• Consumerism: Christians are far more consumer oriented than ever before. We “church shop” and “church 
hop” over the slightest issue. We approach the church with a “what’s in this for me?” mindset. We grade 
churches, preachers, worship services, and church campuses. We have a list of things we want or expect 
the church to provide, and if we think the church or the preacher fails us at some point, we’re quick to leave. 
We treat the church and Jesus as if we are consumers and customers, rather than members of the body. 
It’s just wrong and it’s killing churches and preachers across at an alarming rate.  
 

There are plenty of other changes. Lots of good and lots of bad. I expect even more changes, at an 
accelerated pace, for the next 30 years. Should God see fit to use me that long, I’ll update you when I celebrate 
my 60th year in ministry.  

 

Until then, I will hold on to and hold up the one who makes ministry worth every headache, frustration, struggle, 
and sleepless night: Jesus!  

 

He never changes. He never will.  
 

I pray God allows me to preach Jesus for many more years to come. 

            --Jay 
 



 

 

 

 

   

      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 

      

 

 
 
 
 

Loud Voices by Aaron Warwick 
 

In every group, especially when it comes to kids and teenagers, there is always that one person 
who is loud. You can always hear that person’s voice above everyone else’s, and as a result 
they tend to get most of the attention in a crowd. I’m sure you know someone like this, and it’s 
quite possible that you pictured someone in your head the moment you finished the first 
sentence. People who are loud get heard above all the noise. The thing is though, in life, it really 
doesn’t matter how loud you are. It also doesn’t matter if you have more of a quiet voice. What 
does matter when it comes to voices is which one you choose to listen to. Our lives, now more 
than ever, are filled with all kinds of noises and voices, and most of those things we hear are 
coming from the world (except on Sunday morning). Many times, those voices are telling us that 
we are not worth much if we are not living the way the world begs us to, but God’s voice tells 
us something different.  
 
The hard thing is that whichever voice is the loudest is the one that is more likely to get your 
attention, and the world is very loud. So, which voice are you listening to? Option 1: The world, 
who tells you that you are not good enough, and there is no true purpose in life OR Option 2: 
God, who finds you precious, and gives you something greater to live for.  
 
You are so important to God, and His voice is trying to lead you down the right path. My 
encouragement to you is to allow God’s voice to be the loudest voice in your life. 

November 
Upcoming Meetings! 

 
7th @ 6:00 pm Card Ministry 

 

8th @ 10:30 am - Katie Staley Ladies  
 

8th @ 6:00 pm - Caregivers Support Group 
 

15th @ Noon - Senior Saints 
 

20th @ 6:00 pm - Faithful Friends 
 
 

 
 

Good News Mission 
    Good News Mission is the mission of the month. Good News Mission was founded by 
Ezekiel Fish 48 years ago. Over fourteen thousand souls have been won to Jesus during 
those years. Plymouth Church of Christ has supported Good News Mission for over 20 
years. Good News Mission has impacted Thailand, Burma, and other areas of Southeast 
Asia greatly. Ezekiel founded Maesot Biblical Training Center in 1994 and was the 
director for several years and has now founded and directs Mulade Biblical Training 
Center since 2007 as well. Many of these students are from the Burma/China and 
Burma/India borders and travel one- or two-weeks walking distance to the school. 
Worship has always been difficult in Thailand and Burma and became more difficult 
during the COVID pandemic. The government decreed the whole country to have no 
public gatherings including Sunday worship. Therefore, each Sunday the Christians 
separated in groups for worship services in different homes. Kingdom work has not 
stopped as people continue to be won to the Lord. 
Prayer is greatly needed for our Christian brothers and sisters in Burma. The military 
seized power in February 2020 and soldiers have killed tens of thousands of civilians 
since. Unrest continues today.        
Thailand is a Buddhist nation with 93.5% of the population being Buddhist, 5.4% Muslim 
and only 1.1% Christian. Burma is also a Buddhist nation with 87.9% of the population 
being Buddhist, 4.3% Muslim, and 6.2% Christian. 
Please pray for Ezekiel and the staff of Good News Mission as they labor in difficult 
situations to spread God's Word. Pray for the new Christians, pray for the churches in 
the areas where idol worship is widespread, and for the funding of Goods News Mission. 
Good News Mission address is P. O. Box 112 Sansai, Chiangmai 50210 Thailand. 
 
 

Don’t forget to set your clocks 
back 1 hour Sunday 

November 6th! 


