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Particular Baptists 

It is thought by some that the Baptists in England divided over the 

doctrine of atonement, but this is not a true reflection of the historical 

record. It is true that the General and Particular Baptists held differing 

views on atonement and doctrine in general, but they did not divide. 

Rather, they emerged as two separate groups. Both came out of the 

Separatist movement. 

The Particular Baptists emerged in the 1630s, after the General 

Baptists had established themselves in England. The second group was 

influenced by the great reformer John Calvin and held strongly to a 

“particular” atonement – the belief that only the chosen elect of God 

could be saved. 

Henry Jacob, an Oxford-trained Puritan, was an ordained minister of 

the Church of England. By 1603, he was gaining the attention of the 

church leadership for writing about the need to reform the established 

state church. King James I was threatening dissenters with exile. 

Jacob began moving into the Separatist camp and spent time in prison 

as a result. Upon release, he fled to Leiden, Holland, where he sat 

under the ministry of John Robinson (the Mayflower Pilgrims’ pastor). 

To Henry Jacob’s understanding, the Separatist doctrine and 

congregational governance made them, in the most biblical sense, the 

“true churches of Christ.” Coining the term congregational, Jacob 

argued that was the New Testament “pattern of the apostles” and that 

it is unlawful to hold any other form. Jacob was also the first to use the 

term independent to describe the local church. 

In 1616, Jacob returned to London and gathered a Separatist church in 

a private home near London Bridge. Henry Jacob clearly established 

this church as Calvinist in doctrine and pedobaptist in practice 

(baptizing infants of believers). John Lathrop succeeded Jacob as 

pastor and the church began to fall away from their Separatist 

beginnings. 

The original Particular Baptists seceded from the Jacob-Lathrop 

church, in 1633, convinced that infants were not to be baptized. They 

did continue the practice of local-church autonomy. 

 

 Seniors’ Potluck 
Saturday, October 8 

11:00 a.m.                 
HBC Fellowship Hall                
  

Join us for food, fun, & 

fellowship 

Provided:                                           

Pulled Pork sandwiches                              

Iced Tea & Lemonade 

Bring:                                                     

Side Dish or Dessert 
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Angela Dawson           

Thailand          

 

A single woman, Angela Dawson was told 

to consider the sacrifice she might have to 

make by committing to long-term missions. 

A one-way ticket to another country could 

greatly decrease her chances of meeting a 

husband and having a family. However, 

Angela was not deterred from God’s call on 

her life.  

While on the field in Thailand, Angela 

found out how God intended to use her for 

ministry. One by one, teenage girls whose 

families found them burdensome and 

abandoned them, found their way to 

Angela’s home. On their own, they called 

her ”Mom.” This arrangement provides 

great opportunity for her to disciple the 

girls while providing love and stability. 

Angela knew what she might be sacrificing 

when she chose to make Thailand her home 

for the sake of the Gospel. She is grateful 

that God planned for her to be a mom after 

all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evangelizing in East Asia 

 

In the 1980s, the Foreign Mission Board 

created Cooperative Service International to 

focus on countries where traditional 

missionary presence was not possible. FMB 

leaders asked Bill & Susan Smith to be part of 

the new work. Travel would become routine 

and a new home base would best facilitate the 

rigorous travel schedules. So they left Thailand 

to make their home in East Asia. 

The Smiths’ work was vital as Southern 

Baptists discovered ways to cross barriers and 

bring the Gospel to new areas. Bill’s 

evangelism work soon spread to other Asian 

regions and eventually led to trips all over the 

world. When not traveling with Bill, Susan’s 

work focused on the part of their job that 

included hosting visitors.  

Their work in developing new missions 

strategies, understanding world evangelism, 

and training cross-cultural workers helped to 

shape the future work of missions for Southern 

Baptists and many partner organizations. 

Years of Service: 1974-2007 

Source: imb.org 

 

 


