
   

  Page 1 of 2 

   
 

 

October 2021                                                          Vol. 2, Issue 9 
 

Hebron Baptist Church 
 

Reformation Day, 2021 
 

Reformation Day is celebrated on October 31 and 

commemorates the day, in 1517, when Martin 

Luther posted his Ninety-Five Theses to the door 

of the Castle Church in Wittenberg, Germany.  

The impact of Martin Luther and the Protestant 

Reformation has been immeasurable on global 

Christianity. In contrast to the extra-biblical 

traditions and works-based practices of Roman 

Catholicism, Luther called the Church back to the 

good news of salvation by grace alone through 

faith alone. 

As a monk, Luther tried earnestly to find 

acceptance from God. He believed the Catholic 

Church’s teaching on how to be saved. It required God’s grace enabling him 

to do the work necessary to earn his own salvation. 

At one point, Luther wrote: “When I was a monk, I wearied myself greatly for 

almost fifteen years with the daily sacrifice, tortured myself with fasting, 

vigils, prayers, and other rigorous works. I earnestly thought to acquire 

righteousness by my works.” 

A trip to Rome was made in hopes of restoring his spirits and allowing him to 

visit the sacred sites and holy relics. Martin began his journey with hope, but 

he became quickly disillusioned by the outlandish wealth and sinful lifestyles 

of the priests in Rome. 

Upon return, Luther began to seriously study Scripture, searching diligently 

for how sinful man could be made right before God. He discovered the answer 

in such verses as Ephesians 2:8-9: “For by grace you have been saved through 

faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone 

should boast.” 

Martin Luther’s rediscovery of the truth of salvation and the debate started by 

his Ninety-Five Theses (propositions) ignited a spiritual fire across Europe, 

and ultimately influenced the spread of Christianity throughout the world. 

 

 

                                           

Tony Doane                              

Sat, October 23 at 10:30 

   

“The Battle Hymn of the 

Reformation” 

 

Martin Luther wrote “A Mighty 

Fortress Is Our God” and a German 

translation of the Old Testament 

while living in exile. 

The theological doctrine found in 

the hymn is the faithfulness of God. 

The words are a paraphrase of 

Psalm 46.  

“God is our refuge and strength, a 

very present help in trouble…The 

LORD of hosts is with us; The God 

of Jacob is our refuge” (46:1, 7). 
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Remembering Martin Luther 

 

Martin Luther was born on November 10, 

1483 in Eisleben, Germany. His father 

worked in the mining industry, even owning 

a few copper mines, but he wanted 

something better for his son. 

Martin was an excellent student and earned 

both a bachelor’s and master’s degree. It 

looked like he was on his way to becoming a 

successful law student.  

About a month into his legal studies, he was 

caught in a violent thunderstorm and Luther 

feared for his life. A bolt of lightning struck 

near him, throwing him to the ground. 

Martin cried out: “Help me, St. Anne! I will 

become a monk!” 

Luther’s life was spared and – much to his 

father’s displeasure – he entered St. 

Augustine’s Monastery in Erfurt, Germany. 

    

 

 

        

 

Recognizing Alvis & Marylin Sutton 

 

Alvis and Marylin Sutton joined Hebron Baptist 

Church, in 1974, and have faithfully served many 

years in various capacities. 

Alvis has served as a trustee, on the building and 

grounds committee, and has repaired maintenance 

issues in both the church and Crossroads Preschool. 

Marylin’s services have included the Food Pantry, 

WMU, Treasurer, and Crossroads Preschool board 

member. In the past, she coordinated the senior adults 

ministry, sang in the choir, and participated on 

Finance, Nominating, and Personnel committees. 

Alvis and Marylin have been married 56 years. They 

have two children: Kim, who lives in Hebron, and 

David, who lives in Cincinnati. They have 3 

grandchildren: one in Los Angeles, CA, and two still 

at home. 

Before retiring, Alvis was a CG&E (now Duke 

Energy) manager. He also worked for REA Express 

Trucking and TWA. Marylin also worked at CG&E, 

5/3 Bank, and A.M. Kinney. She currently works as a 

part-time accountant for a real estate company, 

Crossroad’s Preschool, and HBC. 

Alvis likes to garden, play golf, and build craft wood 

furniture. Marylin likes to read, quilt, sew and do 

needlepoint.  

 

 

 

 

 


