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Veterans Day 
 

In 1918, on the 

11th hour of the 

11th day of the 

11th month, an 

armistice was 

declared 

between the 

Allied nations 

and Germany 

in “the Great 

War.” 

Armistice Day marked the temporary cessation of hostilities. The Treaty 

of Versailles, signed on June 28, 1919, marked the official end of “the 

Great War.” The armistice date remained in the minds of the public as the 

date that marked the end of military conflict. 

In November 1919, President Woodrow Wilson proclaimed November 11 

as the first commemoration of Armistice Day. The day’s observation 

included parades and public gatherings, as well as a brief pause in 

business and school activities at 11 a.m. 

In May 1938, an act of Congress made Armistice Day a legal holiday. In 

1954, after lobbying efforts by veterans’ service organizations, Congress 

amended the 1938 act, striking the word “Armistice” in favor of 

“Veterans.” President Dwight D. Eisenhower signed the legislation on 

June 1, 1954. 

“The Great War” (1914-1918) became more commonly known as World 

War I after the Second World War began on September 1, 1939. While the 

term “first world war” was used earlier than 1939, Time magazine coined 

“World War II” in its June 12, 1939 issue, speculatively describing the 

upcoming war. The term’s first use for the actual war came in the 

magazine’s September 11, 1939 issue. 

 

 

 

   

Flanders Fields 

 

During “the Great War,” Flanders 

Fields was a major battle theatre 

along the border of Belgium and 

France. A million soldiers from more 

than 50 countries were killed, 

wounded, or missing in action in the 

battles fought in Flanders Fields. 

Trench warfare tilled the earth, while 

the bones of soldiers and animals, and 

nitrogen from explosives fertilized the 

soil. In the Spring of 1915, bright red 

poppies started covering the 

battlefields. 

In 1920, red poppies became a 

symbol of national remembrance. 
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Honoring Our Veterans 

 

Meet Walton, KY native Paulette Schalck. She is a 

retired U.S. Army Reserve and U.S. Air Force 

Reserve veteran. After retiring from military 

service, Paulette returned to Northern KY and 

became a member of HBC in 2001.  

Paulette’s father flew 51 missions for the Army 

Corp during World War II. Her son is in the 

Kentucky Air National Guard. Paulette joined the 

Army Reserves at age 35 (1980) when most 

soldiers were ending their military service. 

Paulette entered the Reserves as a Registered 

Nurse. The Army enabled her to continue her 

education and fulfill a desire to become a mid-

wife. She worked for a short time as a mid-wife, 

then decided to join the Air Force as a first 

lieutenant. She was stationed at Shaw Air Force 

base hospital in NC. Her husband was serving in 

the Army at this time, as well.  

She worked in Panama City, Florida between 

1995-1998. Desert Storm, 9/11, Iraq, and 

Afghanistan all required her nursing skills. In 

2003, Paulette was responsible for stabilizing and 

transferring the wounded to Germany and on to 

the U.S. She also had short-term assignments in 

Hawaii, Germany, South Africa, and on a 

Montana Indian reservation. 

Paulette officially retired from the USAF in 2006. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


