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Memorial Day 

Memorial Day, originally 

called Decoration Day, is a 

day of remembrance for those 

who have died in service of 

the United States. Over two 

dozen towns and cities claim 

to be the holiday’s birthplace, 

but the actual origin is 

difficult to prove. In May 

1966, President Lyndon Johnson officially declared Waterloo, NY as the 

birthplace of Memorial Day. [Picture: Arlington National Cemetery] 

Regardless of the exact date of origin, Memorial Day was borne out of 

the Civil War (1861-1865) and a desire to honor our dead. On May 5, 

1868, General John “Black Jack” Alexander Logan, national commander 

of the Grand Army of the Republic, officially proclaimed Decoration Day 

in General Order No. 11. 

The Order proclaimed, “The 30th of May, 1868, is designated for the 

purpose of strewing with flowers, or otherwise decorating the graves of 

comrades who died in defense of their country during the rebellion, and 

whose bodies now lie in almost every city, village, and hamlet 

churchyard in the land.” Because the date was not an anniversary of any 

one battle, General Logan called it, “The date of Decoration Day.” 

On the first Decoration Day, the graves of 20,000 Union and Confederate 

soldiers at Arlington Cemetery were decorated by 5,000 participants. 

 

Soldiers’ Home National Cemetery, Washington, D.C. 

 

 
  

Taps 

 

The official military Taps is played 

by a single bugle or trumpet at dusk, 

during flag ceremonies, and at U.S. 

military funerals. 

In July 1862, after the Seven Days 

battle in Virginia, the wounded 

Commander of the 3rd Brigade, 1st 

Division, V Army Corps, Army of 

the Potomac, General Daniel 

Butterfield reworked, with his 

bugler Oliver Wilcox Norton, 

another bugle call, “Scott Tattoo,” 

to create Taps. He thought that the 

regular call for Lights Out was too 

formal. 

 

General Butterfield 
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Aliyah 

 

In late-March, this 100-year-old Holocaust 

survivor arrived in Israel after being 

evacuated from Ukraine. With the aid of 

ZAKA, an international rescue and relief 

organization, she and seven others were 

able to escape their hometown of 

Chernigov to Kyiv, then into Moldova. 

They were given just two hours to pack up 

whatever they could carry for many hours 

traveling through forests and along 

dangerous roads, sometimes under enemy 

fire. 

Before Russia invaded Ukraine on February 

24, 2022, there were approximately 

250,000 Jews living in Ukraine. Of that 

number, about 10,000 are Holocaust 

survivors. 

Aliyah is the immigration of Jews from the 

diaspora to the land of Israel (Eretz Israel 

in Hebrew.) It is also defined as “the act of 

going up” – that is, towards Jerusalem. 

“Making Aliyah” by moving to the Land of 

Israel is one of the most basic tenets of 

Zionism. 

Every Jew in the world has the unrestricted 

right to immigrate to Israel and become an 

Israeli citizen. According to traditional 

Jewish law, a child born to a Jewish 

mother, or an adult who has converted to 

Judaism, is considered a Jew.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Nisan 28, 5782 

 

Nisan (April) 28, 2022 is Holocaust 

Remembrance Day. Since the early 1960s, the 

sound of a siren on Yom HaShoah stops traffic 

and pedestrians throughout the State of Israel 

for two minutes of silent devotion. All radio 

and television programs during this day are 

connected in some way with the Jewish 

destiny in World War II, including personal 

interviews with survivors. 

As Allied and Soviet troops moved across 

Europe against Nazi Germany in 1944 and 

1945, they encountered and liberated tens of 

thousands of concentration camp prisoners. 

 

 

“Never Forget” 

 


