
   

  Page 1 of 2 
   

 

 

March 2021                                                       Vol. 2, Issue 2 
 

Hebron Baptist Church 
 

The Travelling Church 
In 18th century Virginia, religious 
freedom was only afforded to those 
who belonged to the Anglican Church. 

Roughly half of Virginia’s Baptist 
preachers were thrown into jail for 
refusing to stop preaching and not 
having a government-issued license to 
preach. Baptists who refused to pay 
government sanctioned taxes to the Anglican Church and refused to baptize 
their infant children could find themselves jailed, whipped, beaten, stoned, 
or dunked in water to near-drowning. 

Among the preachers targeted by the Virginia authorities were three brothers 
from Orange County – Lewis, Joseph, and Elijah Craig. Each of them was 
involved in “The Travelling Church” – a migration of 600 people to the 
Kentucky wilderness. Of the group, 200 were members of Lewis Craig’s 
church in Spotsylvania County, known as Craigs Baptist Church. The other 
400 were pioneers looking for new opportunities, and slaves. 

Joseph Craig and as many as ten other preachers journeyed with the large 
group. Elijah Craig had helped organize “The Travelling Church”, but he 
remained in Virginia to work with James Madison on state guarantees for 
religious freedom. He eventually joined his older brothers in Kentucky. 

“The Travelling Church” left Virginia in the Fall of 1781 and made their 
way to Kentucky via the Cumberland Gap. In December, Craig’s 
congregation settled at Gilbert’s Creek, near present-day Lancaster in 
Garrard County. 

By 1783, new congregations were emerging from the original membership 
of Lewis Craig’s church and moving to various settlements throughout the 
Bluegrass region. In September 1785, six churches organized the Elkhorn 
Baptist Association:  Gilbert’s Creek, Tate’s Creek, South Elkhorn, Clear 
Creek, Big Crossing, and Limestone. 

The organizational meeting was held at Clear Creek Baptist Church, 
pastored by Rev. John Taylor. We will learn more of him next month. 
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Did You Know? 

 

In 1789, Baptist preacher John 
Tanner settled in Woodford County, 
Virginia. The area would become 
Boone County, Kentucky in 1798. 

Tanner’s Station was established 
along the Ohio River. Tanner and a 
fellow pioneer, built a blockhouse 
and town on the 2000 acres they had 
purchased from a gentleman in 
Philadelphia.  

Tanner’s Station became the first 
formal settlement in Boone County. 
The town was renamed Petersburg 
in 1814. 

John Tanner moved to Missouri, in 
1798, and died in 1812, at the age of 
81. 
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A Word from Pastor Shawn 

Sometimes Senior Saints question their 
usefulness in the church as they age. 
That is unfortunate because you are an 
essential part of the body of Christ. 

I read four reasons why every local 
church needs Senior Saints in a recent 
article and have put my own thoughts to 
each. 

First, we need your prayers. I believe 
your faithfulness in this simple act is the 
lifeblood of God’s presence and working 
in our church. Every good thing, every 
life changed, and even the work in your 
pastor is the answer to your faithful 
prayers. 

Secondly, we need your practical, 
biblical wisdom. In Titus 2, we are 
reminded that we need older men and 
women teaching younger men and 
women. It is the sharing of your deep 
biblical beliefs combined with your 
experience that helps wisdom pass on to 
the next generation. A church that 
expects to be biblically faithful in every 
generation needs every generation to 
speak biblical truth into the next. 

To be continued… 

        

To speak with Pastor Shawn or to leave a 
message with Kaye Boots, call the church 
office: (859) 689-7282, or send an email to: 
sdobbins@hebronbaptist.org 

Getting to Know Randy & Barb Jones 

 
 
Randall and Barbara Jones most recently lived in 
Eastern Kentucky before moving to Union, KY. 
They were members of Storms Creek Missionary 
Baptist Church in Ironton, OH for over 30 years. 
Randy is a native of North Carolina and Barb of West 
Virginia. Randy was saved at the age of 24 and Barb at 
age 14. 
 
They have served the Lord in multiple ways over the 
years. These included serving as Deacon, Trustee, 
organizing a College and Career Class, teaching Adult 
Sunday School Classes, and holding a Prayer Breakfast 
for many years. Both attended Teays Valley Baptist 
College. 
 
Randy serves as a Director with Baptist Faith 
Missions. To encourage mission ministries, he and 
Barb have organized and led short-term mission trips 
to Brazil, France, Kenya, and Peru. 
 
Randy was a Professor at Marshall University, 
Huntington, WV, for over 30 years, establishing 
programs and teaching in the field of Information 
Systems. He is a U.S. Army Vietnam era veteran. Barb 
is a retired nurse, having worked in a hospital setting 
for 41 years. 
 
Randy and Barb were married in December 1974. 
They have two grown children: Christina Reed and 
Michael Jones, and six grandchildren. Both daughter 
and son live locally, are active Christians, and are 
married to wonderful spouses who also serve the Lord. 


