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“After 20 years, masses of people in South America still seemed 

primarily unreached with the gospel. But brothers J.C. and L.C. Quarles 

had surrendered their lives to missions and did not intend to give up.” 

   

J.C. Quarles moved to Uruguay in 1911 and established the first Baptist 

work there. Two years later, L.C. joined his brother’s work. 

J.C. wrote newsletter articles to encourage support of the work. In one 

article, he wrote: “The primary need, of course, is the plea of three 

nations as yet almost totally unevangelized. After 20 years of Baptist 

work, though we have made a very encouraging beginning, the masses of 

the people have hardly been touched.” 

A primary need of the three nations – Paraguay, Uruguay, and northern 

Argentina, which were collectively called the River Plate Region – was 

indigenous leaders. The brothers prayed for leaders to be called out from 

among the local people and focused their efforts on teaching and 

discipleship.  

By 1925, they began to see the fruit of their efforts. L.C. wrote, “River 

Plate Baptists are growing rapidly. There were 82 percent more baptisms 

in 1919 than in 1914 and 88 percent more in 1924 than in 1919…Our 

native pastors are leading the churches forward.” 

 

Source: IMB.org Missionary Profiles 

 

 

 
  

The Richards 

 

After a year of IMB training in 

Puebla, Mexico, the Richards 

(Rhonda, Chris, Hannah, & Kinley) 

are settling into the northeast barrio 

of Belgrano in Buenos Aires, 

Argentina. 

Their biggest challenge, for which 

they request prayer, is the language. 

The Spanish the family learned in 

Mexico is quite different from the 

Spanish spoken in Argentina. 

In Argentina, the language has been 

influenced by indigenous languages, 

Spanish colonization, and other 

European immigration to the 

country (e.g., Portuguese, Italian, 

German). 
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U.S. Recognition 

 

In 1917, the Balfour Declaration transferred 

rule of Palestine to the British Empire as a 

temporary national home for Jewish people. 

Between 1917 and 1948, Palestine was 

inhabited by Jewish immigrants who 

supported the idea of Zionism (the right of 

the Jewish people to return to the Holy 

Land) and Arabic-speaking Muslims and 

Christians who had occupied the land for 

centuries. 

The Balfour Declaration was scheduled to 

expire in 1948 and Great Britain would no 

longer govern Palestine. The question over 

what to do with the territory was turned 

over to the United Nations, which 

eventually decided to create the new 

country of Israel, specifically as a promised 

homeland for Jewish people. 

President Harry Truman was the first world 

leader to officially recognize Israel as a 

legitimate Jewish state on May 14, 1948, 

only eleven minutes after its creation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Iyar 5, 5708 

 
On May 14, 1948, Jewish leaders gathered in Tel 

Aviv to sign the Declaration of the Establishment 

of the State of Israel – Israel’s Declaration of 

Independence. The document states, “By virtue of 

our natural and historic right and on the strength of 

the resolution of the United Nations General 

Assembly, [we] hereby declare the establishment 

of a Jewish state in Eretz-Israel, to be known as the 

State of Israel.” 

Speaking on Israel’s 74th anniversary, Israeli 

President Isaac Herzog declared the Jewish state’s 

rebirth in 1948 was a fulfillment of Ezekiel 37. 

Herzog explained that old, black and white 

photographs from the Holocaust – as sad and tragic 

as the Holocaust was - tell the powerful story of 

God’s faithfulness to the Jewish people, bringing 

them back to their homeland in fulfillment of those 

Biblical promises made to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, 

Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and many others. 

“We must continue to tell this story. The story of 

the Jewish people and its rebirth. The story of the 

land of Israel and its settlement. The story of the 

chain of generations, and the story of the State of 

Israel, our beloved country, which is the most 

profound expression of the Prophet Ezekiel’s 

vision of dry bones” (37:11-14). 

 


