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The DNA of a Church 

“I am fearfully and wonderfully made” (Ps. 139:14). 

We each have a unique DNA code obtained in equal 

parts from both biological parents. On average, we 

receive 25% from each of our four grandparents and 

12.5% from each great-grandparent. By the time we 

reach back to the seventh generation preceding us, we 

may only have about 0.78% of the DNA code of our 

128 5th-great-grandparents.  

Just as we are individually unique, every local church 

is one of a kind. Each church has its own DNA, which includes its theology, 

ministry methodology, size, and culture.   

Bullittsburg Baptist Church started with seven members and experienced 

tremendous growth during its first 100 years. It was comprised of people from 

varied ancestral backgrounds, socio-economic groups, levels of education, and 

both whites and blacks (slaves that arrived in Kentucky with “The Travelling 

Church”). 

Between 1800 and 1960, Bullittsburg’s godly heritage impacted four 

generations of Baptist churches. Her daughters, granddaughters, and great-

granddaughters were established throughout two Northern Kentucky counties. 

The Baptist Church at Dry Creek was constituted on July 19, 1800, with the 

assistance of Bullittsburg Baptist and Mouth of the Licking (now Cold Spring 

Baptist in Campbell County). John Taylor, William Cave, Jeremiah Kirtley, 

and William Conner provided the “helps” from Bullittsburg. There were 

twenty-two members in the new church, including people dismissed from 

Bullittsburg who lived in the Dry Creek area.  

The Dry Creek church was located in present-day Edgewood, near the 

intersection of Dudley Pike and Turkeyfoot Road. The church divided, in 1840, 

when some of its members withdrew to join the Predestinarian Baptists. Dry 

Creek never fully recovered from the split and was disbanded by 1900. 

Elder Robert Kirtley, pastor of Bullittsburg, pastored Dry Creek from 1835 

until his resignation in 1844. James A. Kirtley then agreed to preach once a 

month until 1847. He was also preaching at Bullittsburg and Burlington. 

 

July newsletter: We will meet more Bullittsburg offspring. 

 

Senior Summer Celebration        
June 19, 2021                                

Lunch & Fellowship    

                                                                              
   

Did You Know? 

 

This Greek Revival house, built on 

River Road in the 1860s, was the 

home of Reverend Robert E. 

Kirtley. 

The Jeremiah Kirtley family arrived 

in Boone County in the 1790s and 

joined Bullittsburg Baptist Church.  

Jeremiah, his son, Robert, and 

grandsons, Robert E. and James A., 

all became beloved ministers in 

Boone County and neighboring 

communities on both sides of the 

Ohio River. 

For 92 years, there were Kirtleys 

preaching, helping constitute many 

Baptist churches, and serving as 

messengers and moderators of the 

North Bend Association.  
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A Word from Pastor Shawn 

“Don’t worry about anything, but in 

everything, through prayer and petition with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 

And the peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and 

minds in Christ Jesus.” (Phil. 4:6-7) 

We are often tempted to worry – finances, 

the spiritual health of a loved one, the 

diagnosis of a major illness, and other 

concerns that try to control our mind. 

The original Greek word for “worry” 

(merimnao) stresses the action and the 

effects of worrying. It is becoming so 

preoccupied with the temporal things of life 

that we lose proper focus of God. 

As Christians, we have the greatest weapon 

against any worries we may have - prayer. 

We are to entrust ourselves into the hands of 

our heavenly Father when we become 

anxious, committing every situation to God’s 

sovereign control and providential care. 

In so many of King David’s psalms, he 

would talk about the trying times he was 

going through, then suddenly start talking 

about God’s nature and attributes. That is 

where he found rest. 

The promise is that when we have given our 

worries over to God, then peace will invade 

our hearts, conquering all worry. 

 

                  

Ark Encounter                                                        

Gospel Music Festival                                      

Tuesday, August 3 

Recognizing Carl Smith 

 

Carl Smith was born in Corbin, Whitley County, KY 

in 1941; one of six boys. He attended a one-room 

school through the 8th grade; then Woodbine High 

School, graduating in 1959. He studied at 

Cumberland College and graduated in 1964. 

At age 14, Carl was saved at a revival service. He 

was baptized in the Cumberland River, just above the 

Falls. 

Carl taught music for 17 years in Harlan County, 

Williamstown, Falmouth and Boone County. His 

wife, Sylvia, taught Home Economics. 

Carl and Sylvia married on April 4, 1965. In 1970, 

they adopted their daughter, Rebecca, when she was 

just 6 weeks, 2 days old. 

Before the Smith family joined Hebron Baptist, in 

1982, Carl led the music at Bullittsburg Baptist and 

was ordained a deacon. 

At HBC, Carl has taught Sunday School, served as 

SS Superintendent – from the old building to the 

airport to the new building, and served on the 

nominating committee. Carl was also our church 

organist for 25 years.  

Carl has fond memories of being able to attend 

church as a family, including his mother.  

The Lord called Sylvia home 23 years ago. 

 

 

 

 


