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Hebron Baptist Church  
 

400 Years of Baptist History 

“In America, Baptists were once the ultimate religious outsiders. The 

Puritans called them ‘the troublers of churches in all places’ and 

banned them from the Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1645. Unwilling 

to submit to official state churches, or to baptize infants, Baptists 

found themselves reviled, fined, and sometimes brutalized by 

authorities in England and in the American colonies.” [Kidd & Hankins] 

The first hints of a Baptist movement could be found in 16th century 

England, mostly among the English Separatists, a radical branch of 

Puritanism. The Puritans believed that they should reform, or “purify,” 

the Church of England from within. Separatists believed that the 

Church of England was corrupt beyond redemption and true believers 

should “separate” from it. 

By the early 17th century, some Separatists began teaching that 

complete purity in the church demanded a rejection of infant baptism. 

Children who were baptized as infants introduced the children of 

Christian families into the church as quasi-members. The practice 

brought into the church people who, according to the Calvinist view of 

Puritans and Separatists, were not members of the elect, the chosen 

people of God. Baptists wanted to clear up this confusion and promote 

a pure church membership by only baptizing those who had truly 

experienced conversion. 

Many of the early English Baptists also rejected the dominant 

Calvinist beliefs of the Separatists, including predestination and 

limited atonement (Christ died only for those predestined for 

salvation), in favor of the theology of general atonement (Christ died 

for everyone). 

The Baptist denomination as we know it today came from two distinct 

groups that came about simultaneously in England: General Baptists 

and Particular Baptists. Both groups practiced believer’s baptism by 

immersion, had a congregational form of church government, and 

came out of the English Separatist Movement. 

Next month: Meet the two men who founded the Baptist church. 

Source: Thomas S. Kidd, Barry Hankins, “Baptists in America, A History,” © 2015 

 

Church of England 
  

The English Reformation began with 

King Henry VIII of England (1509-

1547) and continued in stages under 

the reigns of his three children – 

Edward VI, Mary I, and Elizabeth I. 

Henry wanted to divorce his first wife, 

Catherine of Aragon, because she had 

failed to produce a male heir. 

Catherine was the daughter of Spain’s 

King Ferdinand  and Queen Isabella, 

and a member of the Roman Catholic 

Church – which did not permit 

divorce. 

Thomas Cranmer, the Protestant 

Archbishop of Canterbury, and 

Thomas Cromwell, also a Protestant, 

and an influential adviser to the king, 

built a convincing case that England’s 

king should not be subject to the 

pope’s jurisdiction. 

Archbishop Cranmer granted Henry’s 

divorce from Catherine, and she was 

sent back to Spain, along with her 

daughter, Mary. 

Parliament passed the Act of 

Supremacy, in 1534, securing 

England’s break from the Roman 

Catholic Church and made the king the 

Supreme head of the Church of 

England. 
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Randy & Angela Stoda 

Latvia          

 

The Stodas first served as IMB missionaries 

in Vladivostok, Russia, located on the Sea 

of Japan. Missionaries and other foreigners 

faced a lot of visa-hassles over the years, 

forcing families to leave Russia several 

times in a single year to update or renew 

their visas. It was a part of the nationalist 

“Russification” of the economy and society. 

Randy & Angela are now serving in Latvia, 

one of the small Baltic states that lies next 

to Russia.  

Two million people live in Latvia and about 

50% speak Russian. The Stodas are 

working with these Russian-speaking 

Latvians. 

Most of these Latvians will say they are of 

the Russian Orthodox religion, but few 

attend church and most have never heard 

the Gospel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paving the Way in Europe 

 

Everett & Emma Gill were among the first 

Foreign Mission Board missionaries to Europe. 

(FMB became the International Mission Board 

in 1997.) 

The Gills moved to Italy, in 1904, and Everett 

became the superintendent of the Italian 

mission. In 1914, he served as hospital 

inspector for the American Red Cross in Italy, 

until the couple returned to the United States 

due to WWI.  

They were reappointed, in 1921, and Everett 

became the FMB’s superintendent for Europe. 

They traveled to Russia that year, seeking 

Russian Baptists and refugees who needed 

support and encouragement. Russia was then 

in the hands of the Bolsheviks (communists), 

led by Vladimir Lenin. 

During their time in Europe, the Gills also 

lived in Romania, Hungary, Switzerland, 

Spain, and Scotland. Everett & Emma Gill 

retired from missionary service in 1939. 

 

 

 


