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Baptists and Religious Liberty  
There was growth among the Baptists in the years leading up to the 

American Revolution. In New England, there was a desire for greater 

respectability and some sought this through the establishment of the first 

Baptist college – the College of Rhode Island (later Brown University).  

Most of the early Separate Baptists were suspicious of educational 

requirements for pastors. They believed that the only essential qualification 

to preach was the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit. These Baptists 

looked to the example of Christ’s apostles, some of whom were untutored 

fishermen. 

The most egregious instances of persecution against the Baptists in the 

decade before the war occurred in Virginia. Aggressive evangelism and 

unwillingness to comply with regulations of the established church made   

the Baptists in Virginia seem like revolutionaries. 

When the American Revolution began, the majority of Baptists supported  

the war and hoped that it would bring about full religious freedom. James 

Madison and Thomas Jefferson became two key allies. 

James Madison, the “Father of the Constitution,” also proposed and 

championed a bill of rights, which included freedom of religion. Rhode 

Island and North Carolina withheld ratification of the Constitution until   

such protections were included. 

In October 1801, the Danbury Baptist Association of Connecticut sent a 

letter to newly elected President Thomas Jefferson. They congratulated the 

third president in his election to office, then stated their position on religious 

liberty: “Our sentiments are uniformly on the side of religious liberty: that 

Religion is at all times and places a matter between God and individuals… 

that the legitimate power of civil government extends no further than to 

punish the man who works ill to his neighbor…We believe that America’s 

God has raised you up to fill the Chair of State…” 

In his letter of response, Jefferson understood their concern: “Believing with 

you that religion is a matter which lies solely between man and his God…the 

people’s legislature should ‘make no law respecting an establishment of 

religion or prohibiting the free exercise thereof,’ thus building a wall of 

separation between Church and State…” [The origin of the famous statement 

so often misused by opponents of religious liberty.] 

Sources: Kidd & Hankins, Baptists in America; David Barton, Wallbuilders 

 

“I will come again” 
John 14:3             

  

 

Will this be the year? 

“For the Lord Himself will 

descend from heaven with a 

shout, with the voice of an 

archangel, and with the trumpet 

of God. And the dead in Christ 

will rise first. Then we who are 

alive and remain shall be 

caught up together with them in 

the clouds to meet the Lord in 

the air. And thus we shall 

always be with the Lord.”                    
(1 Thess. 4:16-17) 
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Joe & Megan Brewster      

Peru 

 

IMB missionary Joe Brewster worked with an 

Indigenous church planter in Peru to help their 

mission agency become self-supporting. The 

business model included ten tribal units focused 

on church planting and discipleship efforts in 

their tribes and among other Indigenous groups 

in Peru and Brazil. 

They tried raising chickens, but the poultry 

business wasn’t bringing in enough money. 

“Then we settled on a fish farm because [the 

Indigenous believers] had the land, they love 

fish and understand them, and fish are heartier 

than chickens. It is a business we can scale up 

in time,” Brewster said. 

With the help from the Lottie Moon Christmas 

Offering and other donations, the team planned 

the eventual construction of 22 ponds. Their 

first harvest, in 2019, gathered more than 7,000 

pounds of paca, a tasty fresh-water fish. By 

2022, they had sold nearly 18,000 pounds.  

The goal of building 22 fish ponds should 

provide profits to nearly double the donations. 

Local leaders and Brewster’s team are planning 

for the mission agency’s success long-term. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Aliyah, the Return of the 

Jewish People  

  

“The return to the homeland of the Jews to Israel in 

1948 was an astounding event unprecedented in 

world history. Never had a decimated ancient 

people managed to retain their individual identity 

through almost twenty centuries and reestablish 

their nation in their original homeland. The event 

was specifically prophesied [Ezekiel 34:13; 37:21], 

and it happened exactly as foretold. It was clearly a 

miraculous act of God.” (Dr. David Jeremiah) 

The first Aliyah occurred between 1882 and 1903. 

Some 25,000 came mostly from Eastern Europe. 

By the end of this first wave, 28 new Jewish rural 

settlements (moshavim) had been established and 

90,000 acres of land had been purchased. 

The next three periods of  Aliyah (1904 – 1928) 

totaled about 142,000. The impetus behind these 

migrations was primarily Russian and Eastern 

European pogroms, the outcome of the Bolshevik 

(Russian) Revolution, a renewed hope inspired by 

the Balfour Declaration and the British conquest of 

Palestine, the economic restrictions imposed on the 

Polish Jews, and the severe limitations on 

immigration to the US introduced in 1924. 

With the rise of Nazi Germany, the immigration 

trickle became a flood. Between 1933-36, more 

than 164,000 Jews entered the country legally, 

while thousands of refugees came as “illegal” 

immigrants – mostly from Germany and Austria. 

On the eve of World War II, the Jewish population 

in Palestine had grown to 475,000. 

[To be continued next month.] 


