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“Winning a relay race depends not 

only on the speed of the runners but 

also on each team member’s ability to 

transfer the baton. If the baton is 

dropped or even bobbled, precious 

seconds are wasted, and the race may 

be lost. If the runner fails to pass the 

baton, the team is disqualified from 

the race altogether. 

“You and I are in a race called life. 

The Baton is Truth that leads to faith in Jesus Christ. Each generation 

receives the Baton from the previous generation, runs the race to the best 

of its ability, then is responsible for passing it smoothly and securely to 

the next generation.” 

“As parents, grandparents, and mentors, we must strive to be giants among 

spiritual dwarfs by receiving, running with, and relaying to the next 

generation the Baton of Truth that leads to personal faith in Jesus Christ.”  

This quote is an excerpt from Jesus Followers, a book published in 2021 

by Anne Graham Lotz and Rachel-Ruth Lotz Wright. 

 

Throughout the Bible we can see the importance of passing the baton from 

one generation to another. This is clearly seen in Moses passing the baton 

to Joshua, David to Solomon, Elijah to Elisha, Jesus to His disciples, and 

Paul to Timothy. 

“My father David had it in his heart to build a temple for the Name of the 

Lord, the God of Israel…I intend, therefore, to build a temple for the 

Name of the Lord my God, as the Lord told my father David.” (1 Kings 

8:17; 5:5)  

 

 

 
  

Share God’s Love 

 

Love suffers long and is kind   

Love does not envy                    

Love does not parade itself     

Love is not puffed up               

Love does not behave rudely      

Love does not seek its own      

Love is not provoked               

Love thinks no evil                   

Love does not rejoice in iniquity 

Love rejoices in the truth        

Love bears all things                

Love believes all things            

Love hopes all things               

Love endures all things            

Love never fails 

 

 



   

  Page 2 of 2 

   
 

    

 

 

Passing the Baton 

 

The Billy Graham family has a rich heritage 

of serving God. Billy’s wife, Ruth Bell, was 

a daughter of missionaries. Her parents 

devoted twenty-five years to establishing a 

hospital and caring for the people in 

mainland China. Billy’s mother taught a 

weekly Bible study in their home, while his 

father was instrumental in starting rescue 

missions across the country. 

 

The Grahams’ oldest child, Virginia, is an 

inspirational speaker and author of several 

books. Second daughter, Anne Graham 

Lotz, is the founder and president of AnGel 

Ministries, speaker, and author. Daughter, 

Ruth, is an author and speaker. Fourth child 

and oldest son, Franklin, is the president 

and CEO of Samaritan’s Purse, and is 

president and CEO of the Billy Graham 

Evangelistic Association. Youngest child, 

Ned, is the president of East Gates 

Ministries International, serving the 

growing needs of the Church in China. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Gospel to Every Home 

 

“Letha Owens would like to make it back to the 34 

neighborhood homes she visited a few months ago to 

share the Gospel. But at 85 and using a walker to 

steady herself, she rarely gets out.” 

 

“Owens was emboldened by the Kentucky Baptist 

Conventions’s (KBC) Gospel to Every Home outreach 

aimed at placing Gospel resources at each of 

Kentucky’s 1.73 million homes in 2021. Owens was 

among the first members of Hebron Baptist Church to 

participate in reaching the 5,000 homes in the church’s 

41048 zip code. Outreaches across the state are 

continuing this year.” 

 

“I didn’t even know my next-door neighbor,” Owens 

said. “First thing I asked him, I asked him if he was a 

Christian. He even went over the plan of salvation and 

everything, so I knew he was a Christian. But that was 

the first thing I wanted to know, and it gave me 

courage to ask that.” 

 

“I’d like to actually be able to go back and visit 

with them,” Owens said. “I did pray for them and 

I’ve found out that’s one of the best things I can 

do anyway…I’m hoping that I made an 

impression on them to want to get to know their 

neighbors and maybe find out something about 

them, because if you don’t know your next-door 

neighbor, that’s pretty bad.” 
 

Excerpt source: Diana Chandler, Baptist Press, 

January 14, 2022   

 

   

 

 

 


