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The Great Awakening 

By the early-1700s, the influence of America’s churches was waning. 

The European philosophical movement known as the Enlightenment, 

or the Age of Reason, was making its way to the American colonies. 

Enlightenment thinkers emphasized a scientific and logical view of the 

world and downplayed religion. 

Religion was becoming more formal and less personal, leading to 

lower church attendance. The 13 colonies had become religiously 

divided. Many Baptists were splitting over the differences between 

Calvinism and Arminianism, and infant baptism versus believer’s 

baptism.  

What was needed in America was a renewal of faith.  

What happened was the Great Awakening, a religious movement 

rooted in widespread dissatisfaction with the churches in the colonies. 

No denomination was left untouched, including the Baptists. 

Several pastors led the Awakening – Jonathan Edwards, David 

Brainard, Gilbert Tennent, among others. Yet, the greatest impact 

resulted from the evangelistic revivals led by George Whitefield. 

Whitefield arrived from England in May 1738. This was the first of 

seven trips made to the colonies by the itinerant preacher and 

evangelist. Whitefield preached in every colony, reaching 75 to 80 

percent of the population. He drew crowds that approached 30,000. 

George Whitefield’s message was simple. It was not enough to be 

baptized or go to church, but one must be converted by the Holy Spirit 

through self-examination of one’s sinfulness and becoming “born 

again” by receiving God’s gift of salvation (John 3:1-21). 

The Great Awakening nearly destroyed older Baptist churches, 

especially in New England. Newer Baptist churches did not lead the 

Awakening, but a new faction of radical Separatists emerged. They 

were evangelical and reminiscent of the original English Baptists, 

restoring biblical purity, including the practice of believer’s baptism. 

The Awakening helped prepare the 13 colonies for the American 

Revolution. Religious liberty created a desire for civil liberty.  

 

Merry Christmas 
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Alex & Jess Garcia      

London, England 

 

London is a city of more than eight million 

people, most of whom have no relationship 

with Jesus Christ. It is also a very challenging 

city because people from all around the world 

now live in London. They speak more than 300 

languages. 

When Alex and Jess Garcia, IMB missionaries 

in London, experienced burnout five years ago, 

it shook them to the core. They pleaded with 

God to make sense of the strange chapter in 

their lives and sought true healing from Him. 

“As we prayed, the Father showed us an overall 

sense of depression in Europe. A lot of people 

are struggling with it, and there is a spiritual 

element to it,” said Alex. 

Though not professional mental health experts, 

the Garcias have been able to facilitate 

discussion and help people seek Christ. They 

started a website, held their first training, and 

began forming groups of three to five people 

called “well groups” that focus on mutual 

prayer, accountability, and renewing the mind 

through learning stories of hope in Scripture. 

Source: Cooperative Program Stories, September 11, 

2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lottie Moon – China  

  

Charlotte (Lottie) Digges Moon was born on 

December 12, 1840 in Albemarle County, Virginia. 

Her family’s wealth gave Lottie access to 

education other girls did not have. By the time she 

finished school, John Broadus (President of SBTS) 

called her “the most educated woman in the 

South.” 

Saved at age 18, Lottie’s zeal for the Lord grew, as 

did her desire to teach. While teaching in Danville, 

Kentucky, Lottie met two former Southern Baptist 

missionaries to China. 

Lottie never thought of going as a missionary 

herself. “Most Baptists did not think that God 

called women to anything.” (biographer Catherine 

Allen). But things began to change in the FMB in 

1872. 

Lottie heard God’s call in February 1873. She was 

appointed a FMB missionary on July 7, 1873 and 

left for Tengchow, China on September 1, 1873. 

She would faithfully serve the Chinese people for 

the next thirty-nine years. 

Lottie Moon died on December 24, 1912. 

“Why should we not instead of the paltry offerings 

we make, DO SOMETHING that will prove we are 

really in earnest in claiming to be followers of him, 

who, though he was rich for our sake became 

poor?”                                                                  

Lottie Moon, Tengchow, China on Sept. 15, 1887  

 

 


