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Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 

December 7, 1941 is “a 

date which will live in 

infamy.”  

The December 7th attack 

started at 7:55 am Hawaii 

Standard Time and ended 

at 10:00 am. Two waves 

of Japanese fighters and 

bombers entered Oahu airspace, the Sunday morning attack killing over 

2,400 American servicemen and destroying two American battleships – 

the USS Oklahoma and the USS Arizona.  

 

The USS Arizona had just arrived at Pearl Harbor on Friday and, on 

Sunday, became America’s most famous battleship of WWII. More than 

half the military deaths, 1,177 sailors and Marines, were on the USS 

Arizona, the greatest loss of life ever on a U.S. warship. The remains of 

the battleship are visible beneath the Pearl Harbor Memorial. The hull is a 

tomb for more than 900 sailors. After 80 years, oil still leaks from the 

sunken ship.  

As of May 2021, approximately 325,000 of the 16 million American 

WWII war veterans are still alive.  

The theme for the 80th National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 

Commemoration is Valor, Sacrifice, and Peace. 

 

 

 
  

Wartime Christmas 

 

 

 

 



   

  Page 2 of 2 

   
 

    

 

 

The Original Rosie 

 

In early 1943, the song “Rosie the Riveter” 

was released by Redd Evans and John Jacob 

Loeb. Their pop song promoted the patriotic 

qualities of female employees defending 

America by working on the home front. 

 

Soon after the song became popular, 

Norman Rockwell painted the original 

“Rosie the Riveter” for the May 29, 1943 

cover of The Saturday Evening Post.  

 

Rockwell hired Mary Doyle (Keefe), a 

local, 19-year-old telephone operator to be 

his model for Rosie. He took artistic 

liberties with Miss Doyle’s petite 

proportions to make his Rosie appear more 

muscular. 

 

The magazine cover was a huge success and 

stories about real life “Rosies” began 

appearing in newspapers across the country.  

 

The Rockwell painting was donated to the 

U.S. Treasury Department’s War Loan 

Drive. A “Rosie the Riveter” campaign was 

initiated and proved tremendously 

successful in recruiting millions of women 

to join the wartime workforce. 
 

 

 

 

 

Sewell, Seaman 2nd Class 

 

Paul Sewell was 15 when Pearl Harbor was 

attacked by Japan and the U.S. went to war. 

Anxious to follow his brother and stepfather into 

military service, Paul enlisted the day before his 

18th birthday, in May 1944. 

Paul was assigned to the newly commissioned 

LST- 809 (Landing Ship Tank) and headed to 

the South Pacific Theater. 

 
 

The LST-809 survived two Kamikaze attacks 

during the battle of Iwo Jima and was also at the 

battle of Okinawa. In August 1945, Paul’s ship 

made a landing at Yokosuka Naval Base, Japan 

and a second landing in Okinawa. LST-809 

returned Japanese POWs to Japan, and Okinawa 

citizens to their homes, having been held captive 

and enslaved on a different island during the war. 

 

Paul was an active Deacon and Senior Men’s SS 

teacher at HBC. He was involved in the planning 

and oversight of the new church building. Before 

construction was completed, in 2004, God called 

Paul home in December 2003. 
 

 

 

   

 


