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Baptist Roots 

John Smyth was one of the founders of the Baptist church movement and 

was the driving force for the later founding of the General Baptists under 

his protégé Thomas Helwys. 

In 1608, John Smyth moved his Separatist congregation to Amsterdam, 

having incurred the wrath of the English government. 

During Smyth’s time with the Church of England, he had defended the 

Church against the Separatists. At first, he objected to Separatist 

teachings, then embraced them. He later did the same with the Puritans 

and adopted their teachings. Finally, he synthesized all his beliefs into a 

third category which could be called Baptist, while embracing 

Arminianism, a doctrine he formerly opposed. 

Sometime around 1609, Smyth was excluded from his own congregation 

and Thomas Helwys became their pastor. About the same time, Smyth 

had petitioned the Mennonite Church for membership but was rejected. 

He died of consumption in 1612 and was buried in Amsterdam. 

John Smyth’s theological beliefs evolved as he was influenced by the 

Separatists, Puritans, and Mennonites (Anabaptists).  

Several distinctives of these three religious groups later found their way 

into the Baptists: 

▪ The rejection of infant baptism. The church consists only of born 

again believers through the power of the Holy Spirt – church 

members initiated into the church by repentance and profession of 

faith followed by baptism. 

▪ The entire realm of Christian practice should be conducted strictly 

according to God’s Word. 

▪ The most important aspect of local church government was for it 

to be true to the constitution of the church as revealed in the New 

Testament. 

▪ Smyth found no justification for multiplicity of church offices 

described by the terms bishop, elder, or presbyter, as these were 

all the same thing with different names. The only other office he 

found in the New Testament was that of deacon. 

 

 

Baptist Co-Founders 
  

John Smyth 

 

John Smyth earned a Master’s degree 

from Cambridge in 1593 and was 

ordained by the Church of England in 

1594. In 1606, Smyth renounced 

Anglicanism. He became a minister at 

Gainsborough, Lincolnshire to a group 

of Separatists. 

Thomas Helwys 

 

Thomas Helwys trained at Gray’s Inn 

in London, a prestigious college of law. 

He married in 1595 and his family was 

actively involved in the work of the 

Puritan community. Helwys became 

good friends with John Smyth and soon 

joined Smyth’s congregation in 

Gainsborough.                                

(More about Helwys next month.) 
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Eric & Julie Maroney 

Zagreb, Croatia 

 

After serving in Croatia for more than 23 years, 

Eric Maroney understands why some people 

describe life and ministry as difficult in eastern 

Europe. He has witnessed the reluctance of 

people to believe the truth of the Gospel and 

has endured the skepticism toward evangelical 

churches. There is only one Baptist church in 

western Zagreb – an area of 250,000 people – 

where Eric’s team lives and works. 

Looking for new strategies to share the Gospel, 

a Brazilian ministry partner introduced Eric to 

the idea of a radio ministry. A station affiliated 

with the Catholic church agreed to host Eric’s 

team with two 15-minute programs on Monday 

and Wednesday afternoons. Eight years later, 

they have negotiated for lower broadcasting 

fees and have been able to move to a 45-minute 

program twice a week. 

In a country with only 7,000 evangelicals, 

ratings show more than 40,000 people listen to 

each broadcast.  

Eric, and wife Julie, know that not all listeners 

are intent on hearing the Gospel when they tune 

in, but they are still opening themselves to a 

message of truth. The Maroneys have already 

seen key impacts of radio ministry. 

Their ministry team now includes nine local 

partners who serve as speakers, translators, and 

technical support. 

Source: Cooperative Program Stories, sbc.net/cp 

 

 

 

 

 
 

John & Pauline Moore 

 
Easter morning 1941: 

“John Allen and Pauline Moore grabbed loaves of 

bread and ham as they quickly prepared to leave 

their house. Students from the seminary where they 

taught in Yugoslavia rushed to flee with them. As 

German planes filled the skies, bombs began to 

crash around them… 

“As World War II raged on and the Germans 

overtook Belgrade, the Moores were forced to 

leave Yugoslavia, where they had started their lives 

as missionaries together. They moved to Hungary 

at first so John Allen could teach in a girls’ school. 

When forced out of Hungary, too, they went to 

Portugal. Finally, they sailed back to the United 

States to wait for the war to end. They had no plans 

of stopping their commitment to missions, 

however. They waited and prayed for the chance to 

return. Europe remained on their hearts, and they 

looked forward to how they would be used by God 

again to further the gospel." 

The Moores later returned to Europe, where they 

shared wonderful joys, but also heart-crushing 

realities of post-war Europe. 

They served as foreign missionaries until 1978. 
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