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Hebron Baptist Church 
 

Sand Run Baptist Church & Mission 

Our journey began in Spotsylvania County, 

Virginia, in 1781, where “The Travelling 

Church” was organized by the Craig brothers. 

They led 600 settlers through the wilderness of 

western Virginia and into what would become 

Kentucky. 

Bullittsburg Baptist Church was constituted in 

1794. The church saw tremendous growth throughout the 19th century, 

enabling it to plant six new churches and assist with two missions in Indiana. 

Sand Run Baptist, the sixth church plant, was constituted on March 20, 1819, 

with members coming from Bullittsburg. Among the prominent members of 

the new church were Chichester Matthews and William Montague, both 

ordained ministers; Lewis Webb, the former clerk of Bullittsburg; Col. Cave 

Johnson, Jeremiah Kirtley, and William Gaines. Chichester Matthews was 

appointed the first pastor. 

Sand Run Baptist started as a strong church, and its strength was increased by 

the men of spiritual influence who later joined by letter. The leaders of the 

young church had a profound regard for the authority of Jesus Christ, the 

honor of His name, and the importance of living a godly life. No disorderly 

behavior was condoned and corrective church discipline was administered as 

needed. 

Bro. Matthews died in September 1828 and the two ministers who succeeded 

him brought great continuity to the church’s growth. William Whitaker was 

called as pastor, in 1830, and served for 41 years. He was then followed by 

Robert E. Kirtley, who pastored Sand Run from 1871-1897. 

For reasons unknown, Sand Run Baptist changed pastors frequently during 

the first half of the 1900s.  

In January 1954, under the pastoral leadership of J.R. Tackett, a plan was 

brought before the church to build a new house of worship. The vote was 

unanimous and the new building was dedicated on September 19, 1954. 

In January 1956, Howard Alexander began serving as pastor. Under his 

leadership, Sand Run made plans for establishing a Mission in Hebron. 

 

 

                                           

 

   

Did you know? 

 

Francisville is the northernmost 

community in Kentucky. It extends 

to the north as far as River Road 

and south to Hebron. 

Francisville was founded, in 1819, 

when 78 members of Bullittsburg 

Baptist Church decided to build a 

church closer to their homes. 

A three-acre site was acquired, and 

construction of the church building 

cost $2,100, paid partly with money 

and partly with tobacco. 

 

A post office, general store, hotel, 

and tobacco warehouse soon 

developed around the Sand Run 

Baptist Church. 
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On August 3, a group of HBC Seniors will 

be visiting the Ark Encounter in 

Williamstown. Along with the Creation 

Museum, in Petersburg, millions of visitors 

have been drawn to these two evangelistic 

attractions, that are the visionary results of 

Ken Ham, CEO and founder of Answers in 

Genesis, the Museum, and Noah’s Ark. 

Ken Ham was born and educated in 

Australia. He moved to the United States in 

1987 and has since become one of the most 

in-demand Christian conference speakers 

and talk show guests. In 2014, Ham 

participated in a creation/evolution debate 

with Bill Nye “the Science Guy,” which has 

been watched internationally by an estimated 

25 million people. 

A biblical apologist, Ken Ham co-founded 

AIG, in 1994, with the purpose of upholding 

the authority of the Bible. He emphasizes the 

relevance and authority of the book of 

Genesis, particularly chapters 1-11, and how 

compromise on Genesis has impacted the 

culture and church view of biblical authority. 

 

        

 

Hebron Mission 

“I commented to someone last week that I might die 

of a heart attack if our church adopted both a budget 

and started a Mission in the same month. Now, the 

Lord willing, it will become reality by this time 

tomorrow and I feel fine,” wrote Bro. Howard 

Alexander in a pastor’s memo. 

The Hebron Mission opened on the next day, August 

10, 1958. The Mission became Hebron Baptist 

Church on December 3, 1961. 

It is not possible in a small space to recognize all 

who actively participated in the early years of Hebron  

Mission and Hebron Baptist, but we would like to 

remember a few who are with the Lord and await our 

arrival. 

Robert & Margaret Cave                                      

Annie Thompson                                                     

Bill Clayton                                                            

Joyce Broughton                                                       

Gil & Velma Clifton                                              

Rev. Gayle & JoAnn Toole                                 

Mason Boots                                                             

Earl & Doris Brock                                                     

Ruby Reed                                                               

John & Betty Holladay                                             

Carl & Mary Pepper                                         

Cleveland & Pat Giles                                            

Ray “Junior” Gabbard 

 

 

 

 

 

   


