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Did You Know? 

   

Overlooking the Ohio River, this 

Federal-style house on River Road 

near Hebron, was the home of 

Colonel Cave Johnson, Boone 

County’s first County Clerk and a 

member of Bullittsburg Baptist 

Church. 

The original structure was built 

circa 1797, fronting the river. It was 

later remodeled with a formal 

entrance facing River Road.  

Flatboats landed at Bullittsburg, a 

small village in Bullitt’s Bottom 

(now North Bend Bottom). Cave 

Johnson drew up plans to build a 

larger town on the site, but those 

plans never came to fruition. 

 

Frontier Preacher, John Taylor  

Born in Fauquier County, VA and christened in the Anglican 

Church, John Taylor did not hear the gospel preached until he 

was 17. He united with the Baptists three years later and began 

preaching on the Virginia frontier. 

Two years after Lewis Craig and “The Travelling Church” 

arrived in central Kentucky, John Taylor moved his young family 

to Craig’s Station and joined Gilbert’s Creek Baptist Church. By 

the time the Taylors arrived, Rev. Craig and some of his church 

members had left to establish the South Elkhorn Baptist Church 

in Lexington. The Taylors worshiped at Gilbert’s Creek for about 

seven months, then moved and joined South Elkhorn in August 

1784. 

In April 1785, thirty members from South Elkhorn established 

Clear Creek Baptist Church, thirteen miles west of Lexington. 

John Taylor served as pastor for ten years and, under his 

preaching, the first frontier revival broke out in Virginia’s 

western counties. (Kentucky became a state in 1792.) 

Much happened during Clear Creek’s first year. Baptist churches 

were organized at Bryan’s Station (near Lexington) and Great 

Crossing (in present-day Georgetown). The first pastor at Great 

Crossing was Elijah Craig, who had finally followed his brothers 

to Kentucky. Then, in October 1785, six churches organized the 

Elkhorn Baptist Association in a meeting at Clear Creek. 

In June 1794, John Taylor assisted the Great Crossing Church in 

constituting the Bullittsburg Baptist Church – the first church of 

any kind in Northern Kentucky. In April 1795, Taylor moved to 

what would soon become Boone County and served as pastor at 

Bullittsburg. He left Boone County in 1802 and helped establish 

the Corn Creek Baptist Church in Trimble County. 

“In fifty years past I suppose I have traveled at least an hundred 

thousand miles, and chiefly on the business of preaching” – John 

Taylor, p. 160 of A History of Ten Baptist Churches. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A Word from Pastor Shawn 

Continued from the March newsletter… 

Sometimes Senior Saints question their 

usefulness in the church as they age. That is 

unfortunate because you are an essential part 

of the body of Christ. 

We need your encouragement. As the 

Psalmist exclaims, “One generation shall 

commend your works to another, and shall 

declare your mighty acts” (Psalm 145:4). A 

gentle encouragement to a discouraged 

young mother or a struggling couple is 

profound in its impact. Your testimony of 

God’s grace through every stage of life 

encourages those who follow you. 

We need your presence. Your presence 

among the church is a physical and spiritual 

benefit to the whole body. God’s family is 

made up of people of every age loving, 

serving, and learning from each other. “We 

don’t call you ‘senior saint’ because you’re 

perfect or because you don’t have struggles 

like the rest of us. We call you ‘senior saint’ 

because your faith in Christ in your senior 

years points to the fact that the same God 

who saves is the same God who sustains. 

Lift your heads, dear senior saints” – Tim 

Counts 

We need you Senior Saints! We love you! 

Don’t ever stop serving! 

        

To speak with Pastor Shawn or to leave a 

message with Kaye Boots, call the church 

office: (859) 689-7282, or send an email to: 

sdobbins@hebronbaptist.org 

 

Getting to Know Mason & Kaye Boots 

 
 

Mason & Kaye Boots have been members of Hebron 

Baptist Church for over 50 years. They married one 

week after Kaye graduated from Georgetown College, 

in June 1966, and moved to Boone County. In January 

of that same year, Kaye’s brother-in-law, Gayle Toole, 

had become HBC’s third pastor. 

 

Mason was born in Cincinnati, OH. He graduated from 

Gallatin County High School (KY) in 1963. Kaye was 

born in Hesler, Kentucky and graduated from Owen 

County High School in 1962. As a teenager, Mason 

committed his life to Jesus Christ and was baptized in 

the Ohio River. At age 11, Kaye accepted Christ as her 

Savior one evening after a revival service. 

 

Mason & Kaye have two daughters, Lucinda and 

Katie, and two grandchildren, Kendall and Lily.  

 

Kaye was a math teacher for 28 years at Conner 

Middle School. She has also worked at Baptist Village, 

Heritage Bank as a teller, and has been HBC’s church 

secretary for the last 20 years. Mason worked at 

Formica in the 1960s, then worked as a barber at the 

airport and in his own shop for 20 years. He was 

employed by the Boone County school bus garage for 

23 years, and has worked at Comair and, currently, at 

the Creation Museum. 

 

Mason & Kaye have actively served at HBC over the 

years. He has been a treasurer, deacon, and Sunday 

School superintendent. Kaye has been a SS teacher, 

WMU director, church clerk and secretary, and pianist 

and organist. The Boots have many memories of 

HBC’s growth at its previous location, and the building 

of and move to the present campus. 

 

 

 

 

 

   



 


