
GOD OF THE FUTURE 

Friday, September 9 

Reading: Genesis 48-49 
 

Genesis 48:15  Then he blessed Joseph and said, "May the God before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked,  

the God who has been my Shepherd all my life to this day, 16  the Angel who has delivered me from all harm --may  

He bless these boys. May they be called by my name and the names of my fathers Abraham and Isaac, and may they 

increase greatly upon the earth." 
 

These chapters conclude the story of Jacob and Joseph and look forward to the nation that will spring from 

Jacob’s sons. It begins by Jacob giving Joseph a double portion of the inheritance by “adopting” his two sons as 

his own. But as so often happens with God, Jacob reveals that the younger would be greater than the older. Both 

Jacob (48:21) and later Joseph (50:24-25) will remind their family that God will bring them out of Egypt and 

back to the “Promised Land.” 

 

In his last days, Jacob calls all his sons and lays out a prophecy of God’s plan for the future of their tribes. Two 

that stand out to me are the predictions about Simeon and Levi and then Judah.  Simeon and Levi had 

spearheaded the murder of the men at Shechem over the rape of their sister Dinah (Genesis 34). For this, God 

said, “I will scatter them in Jacob and disperse them in Israel.” This was literally fulfilled in an interesting way. 

The tribe of Simeon slowly disappeared, being eventually swallowed by the tribe of Judah. The tribe of Levi, 

however, became the priestly tribe. They were given no land of their own but cities scattered throughout the 

other tribes so they could be a spiritual influence to lead and teach the people about God.  

 

We have noticed how Judah’s character has changed. He had made many mistakes but he was trying to make 

things right and had become the most trusted son by his father Jacob. God now says that kings would come 

from his family line. And ultimately the Messiah Himself would come from Judah to claim the scepter that 

belonged to Him. 

 

Who would have thought that rascals like Levi and Judah would found the tribes that would bring some of 

Israel’s greatest leaders! Moses and Aaron were from the tribe of Levi. David was from the tribe of Judah. 

Centuries later John the Baptist would come from the tribe of Levi to prepare the way for the ultimate King 

from Judah - the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. 

  

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Isn’t it encouraging to know that God is in control of the future. Though we may falter and fail, God’s plans 

will always be accomplished. We will most likely never know the total impact our lives will have for Christ. 

Let us strive to follow God’s leading and allow Him to use us. 

 

2. Both Jacob and Joseph request to be buried in Canaan. They knew that Canaan was “God’s land” for them 

and they wanted to be in the land God had promised to Abraham. This left their descendants a beautiful 

picture of faith. What “pictures” of faith are you leaving for future generations? When they look back over 

your life, will they see examples of your faith in God?  
 

 

  

 

 

 
READING THE STORY: Genesis 48-50 


