
THE HAND OF GOD 

Thursday, September 8 

Reading: Genesis 45-47 
 

Genesis 45:4  Then Joseph said to his brothers, "Come close to me." When they had done so, he said, "I am your brother 

Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt! 5  And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me  

here, because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you. 6  For two years now there has been famine in the land,  

and for the next five years there will not be plowing and reaping. 7  But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a 

remnant on earth and to save your lives by a great deliverance. 8  "So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. 
 

After seeing the actions of his brothers and hearing Judah’s appeal for Benjamin, Joseph is now convinced that 

they are no longer the heartless men who had sold him into slavery. He breaks down and reveals his true 

identity to his brothers. 

 

Imagine the shock on the part of these brothers as they realize the one they had wronged so many years before 

now had the power to enslave or even kill them! Joseph calms their fears and the family is happily reunited. As 

he has always done, Joseph attributes everything to God. Looking back, he can see that his brothers’ actions 

were part of God’s plan to preserve all their lives from starvation. Later, he will say “You intended to harm me, 

but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives” (Genesis 50:20). 

 

I like to imagine the scene when the brothers arrive back home and have to explain everything to their father. 

They had a lot of explaining to do! Finally God Himself tells Jacob to move to Egypt, so he, his family, and all 

that they have make the journey south were Joseph will take care of them, settling them in the best part of the 

land. Jacob had been with Joseph for the first seventeen years of his life in Canaan and now he would spend his 

last seventeen years with Joseph in Egypt.  

 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Despite all the trouble and pain of Joseph’s life, he could always see the hand of God.  He could even see 

God’s purpose and plan for his life in his brothers’ cruel act of selling him into slavery. We cannot see the 

full picture of what God is doing through the pain and trials of life. But like Joseph, can we trust God during 

these times and know that “in all things God works for the good of those who love Him” (Romans 8:28). 

 

2. I love the last sentence of Genesis 47: “and Israel worshiped as he leaned on the top of his staff.” This is so 

important it is mentioned again in Hebrews 11:21.This little sentence is a reminder of Jacob’s wrestling 

match with God by the Jabbok River (Genesis 32). It was there that God named him Israel and dislocated 

his hip so that he walked with a limp the rest of his life. Leaning on his staff was a constant reminder of 

God’s presence and blessing on his life. What reminds you of God’s presence in your life? Are you able to 

worship God through good times and bad? 
 

 

  

 

 

 
READING THE STORY: Genesis 46-47 


