
FROM PRISON TO PALACE 

Tuesday, September 6 

Reading: Genesis 40-41 
 

Genesis 41:14  So Pharaoh sent for Joseph, and he was quickly brought from the dungeon. When he had shaved and changed his clothes,  

he came before Pharaoh. 15  Pharaoh said to Joseph, "I had a dream, and no one can interpret it. But I have heard it said of you that when  

you hear a dream you can interpret it." 16  "I cannot do it," Joseph replied to Pharaoh, "but God will give Pharaoh the answer he desires." 

 

Sitting in prison for a crime he did not commit, Joseph could have felt sorry for himself.  He could have been 

angry with God. He could have stopped caring about anything or anyone. But he didn’t! When he saw the two 

new prisoners with long faces he asked what he could do to help. When God reveals the meaning of their 

dreams, it is good news for the cupbearer and bad news for the baker. Yet Joseph is faithful to reveal exactly 

what God had said. When his predictions come true, Joseph pleads with the cupbearer to present his case to 

Pharaoh. However once back in the king’s favor, the cupbearer forgets all about Joseph. 

 

Two years will pass before he is reminded about the man who helped him while in prison. Pharaoh himself has 

some dreams and all the wise men and magicians of Egypt cannot give him an answer. Now the cupbearer tells 

Pharaoh about Joseph and he is brought to the palace to stand before the ruler of Egypt. 

 

Standing before this most powerful man whom Egyptian religion taught was a god, Joseph again makes it clear 

that he has no power to interpret dreams. It is the power of God that will give Pharaoh an answer. God reveals 

to Joseph a future of seven years of plenty followed by seven years of famine. “The spirit of God” is so evident 

in Joseph that Pharaoh makes him the second highest ruler in Egypt. Only Pharaoh himself was more important. 

 

As always, Joseph faithfully carries out his duties and Egypt is prepared when the years of famine arrive. He 

begins a family and the names of his children are his testimony to God’s faithfulness in his life. Manasseh 

means ‘to forget’ for God had made Joseph forget his troubles. Ephraim means fruitful for God had made 

Joseph fruitful in this new land. 

  

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. I often wonder what would have happened if the cupbearer had not forgotten about Joseph. If he had been 

freed 2 years earlier Joseph would not have been around to save Egypt and his family from the famine. 

Joseph’s 13 years of hardship were rewarded in God’s time. Are you willing to remain faithful and wait for 

God to exalt you in His time and in His way? Or do you rush ahead of God’s timing?  Do you lose faith and 

give up when God wants you to patiently trust Him? 

 

2. Standing before Pharaoh who thought he was a god, Joseph is unashamed to introduce him to the One true 

God. Are you courageous enough to declare the name of Christ before people in your world today?  Do you 

care enough about others to share with them the only hope for eternal life? 
 

 

 

 
READING THE STORY: Genesis 40-42 


