
BETRAYED…BUT NOT ABANDONED 

Monday, September 5 

Reading: Genesis 37 & 39 
 

Genesis 39:2  The LORD was with Joseph and he prospered, and he lived in the house of his Egyptian master. 3  When  

his master saw that the LORD was with him and that the LORD gave him success in everything he did, 4  Joseph found  

favor in his eyes and became his attendant. Potiphar put him in charge of his household, and he entrusted to his care 

everything he owned. 5  From the time he put him in charge of his household and of all that he owned, the LORD blessed  

the household of the Egyptian because of Joseph. The blessing of the LORD was on everything Potiphar had, both in the  

house and in the field. 
 

Genesis now changes its focus to Jacob’s 11
th

 son Joseph. Being the firstborn of his beloved wife Rachel, Jacob 

makes the same mistake his parents did by favoring Joseph over his older brothers. This drives a serious wedge 

between him and his brothers. Jacob also puts Joseph in the bad position of reporting on his brothers. Finally, 

the dreams God gave Joseph signifying that his brothers would bow to him some day turned their anger into 

murderous hatred. When they get the chance, they strip him of the beautiful coat Jacob gave him and throw him 

into an empty pit to die. When a band of traders heading for Egypt arrive, they instead sell their brother as a 

slave and lead their father to believe that Joseph has been killed by a wild animal. 

 

Betrayal by his brothers does not diminish Joseph’s faithfulness to the Lord and God blesses everything he 

does. God’s blessing is so great that his master Potiphar notices and puts Joseph in charge of his entire estate. 

However, Potiphar’s wife notices something else about Joseph – he is a “hunk!” When she tries to seduce 

Joseph he remains loyal to his master and obedient to the God he serves. With Joseph’s refusal to give in to her 

desires she falsely accuses him of attempted rape and he is thrown into prison. 

 

Even this betrayal does not dampen Joseph’s trust in God. In every situation, Joseph acknowledges God 

working in his life and does his best to honor Him in his own work. Again God blesses him and again he is put 

in charge, this time of the other prisoners.   

  

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Joseph did not know why all these bad things were happening to him, but they would not stop him from 

trusting and loving God. How do you react when bad things come your way? Are you willing to trust God 

and remain faithful even when you don’t know His plan? 

 

2. Joseph had no one to lean on but the Lord. There was no one in Egypt who shared his faith in God and no 

one he could turn to for spiritual advice. But even when everyone around him betrayed him, Joseph knew 

that God would never abandon him.  How do you respond when you must stand all alone for the Lord?  

 

3. It would have been easy for Joseph to give in to Potiphar’s wife. It probably would have cost him less 

trouble to do so. But he knew it would be a betrayal of his master’s trust and a sin against God. Joseph 

resisted temptation and then fled when it got ‘too hot.’ How should be handle temptation? Read the 

following verses and think about how to apply them to your life: James 4:7-10; 2 Timothy 2:22; 1 Peter 5:8-

10; Ephesians 6:10-18.  

 

 

 

 
READING THE STORY: Genesis 37-39 


