
A SERVANT IN THE SHAPING 

Friday, September 30 

Reading: Numbers 27 
 

Numbers 27:15  Moses said to the LORD, 16  “May the LORD, the God who gives breath to all living things, appoint  
someone over this community 17  to go out and come in before them, one who will lead them out and bring them in,  
so the LORD’s people will not be like sheep without a shepherd.” 

 

The wilderness wandering is over. The new generation stands at the brink of their new adventure with God in 

the Promised Land (26:63-64). Moses reminds them about the importance of worship in their lives (Num. 28-

29) and prepares them for dividing the land they are about to conquer (Num. 32, 34-36). Because of his 

disobedience in striking the rock, Moses would not be allowed to enter the land. Israel would need a new leader 

and God had been preparing this man for over 40 years. 

 

Joshua had been the commander of Israel’s army and Moses’ servant since they had left Egypt (Exodus 24:13). 

He had observed Moses in times of victory and trials. He had seen Moses time and time again go to the Lord in 

prayer. He had went with Moses part way up Mount Sinai and waited alone for 40 days while Moses received 

the law from God (Exodus 32:17). He and Caleb had been the only two spies who believed that God would give 

them victory at Kadesh Barnea. Now God was calling him to his next big assignment – replacing Moses as 

Israel’s leader. 

 

Joshua’s role would be different than Moses’ role. He would be “God’s man” but would consult with the high 

priest to hear from God and not have a ‘face-to-face’ relationship as Moses had experienced. Like Moses before 

him, Joshua would be the commander, but God would be the true leader of Israel. In a public ceremony, Moses 

lays his hands on Joshua and commissions him as Israel’s new leader. All the people would know that Joshua 

was God’s chosen servant. 

 

POINTS TO PONDERS 

All believers, especially leaders, are to be servants. Let’s look at a few lessons Joshua learned as he watched 

Moses and lived among the people. 

 Servants don’t complain - - they trust! The people’s complaining only led to trouble and judgment. Joshua 

learned to trust in God despite the circumstances. 

 Servants don’t follow the crowd - - they follow the Lord! At Kadesh Barnea, Joshua and Caleb stood alone 

against the crowd. They were rewarded by being the only two from the older generation to enter the 

Promised Land. 

 Servants don’t play with sin - - they resist and run from it! There’s an old proverb that says, “If you knock 

long enough, the devil might just open the door!” Through all the rebellion and the punishment that 

followed Joshua learned that you don’t mess around with sin. It will get you in the end! 

 Servants know they are not indispensable! Moses may die, but God’s work does not. Joshua would 

continue what Moses had begun.  

 

As we journey through our ‘Wilderness 101’, let us remember the lessons Numbers teaches us. They can keep 

us from wandering aimlessly and falling under the chastening hand of God. And they can keep us in the center 

of His will and make us the servants of Christ He has called us to be. 

 
READING THE STORY: Deuteronomy 29-34 


