
QUAILS, QUARRELS, AND QUITTING 

Monday, September 26 

Reading: Numbers 11-12 
 

Numbers 11:14  I cannot carry all these people by myself; the burden is too heavy for me. 15  If this is how You are  

going to treat me, please go ahead and kill me—if I have found favor in Your eyes—and do not let me face my own ruin.”  
23  The LORD answered Moses, “Is the LORD’s arm too short? Now you will see whether or not what I say will come true  

for you.”  
 

Immediately after the Israelites left Sinai (see chapter 10) they started to complain. They were like children on 

vacation asking, “Are we there yet?” They wanted something other than the “miracle bread” (manna) God 

provided every morning. They looked back to “the good old days” in Egypt when they had a variety of food. It 

had only been a little over a year and they had already forgotten about their harsh slavery! 

 

The people’s complaining was so bad that Moses started complaining too. He views his call to be their leader as 

a curse (11:10-11) and he exaggerates his problems (11:11-14). He had forgotten that God promised to carry 

and care for His people. Moses was not alone. He had Aaron and the elders. And most importantly, he had God 

Himself. But Moses is so depressed he asks God to kill him (11:15). 

 

God encourages Moses and then answers the people’s complaints. He gives them quail to eat for an entire 

month “until it comes out of your nostrils and you loath it – because you have rejected the Lord, who is among 

you” (11:20). God told them to prepare their hearts for God’s provision (11:18) but instead they ran out in greed 

and lust and gathered birds for 2 days gathering at least 60 bushels a piece (11:31-32)! Even as they gorged 

themselves on God’s provision, God sent a plague that wiped out many of the complainers. Thus they called the 

place “Kibroth Hattaavah” – graves of craving. 

 

Soon after this, Moses’ own brother and sister complain against him. Their real issue is not with Moses’ non-

Jewish wife, but jealousy over his leadership position. They feel they are being slighted in their roles of 

prophetess and high priest. God defends Moses and describes His unique “face-to-face” relationship with the 

prophet. He then strikes Miriam with leprosy. (God probably didn’t inflict Aaron as that would make him dis-

qualified to serve as high priest). We see Moses’ heart as he pleads with God to heal his sister who has just 

verbally attacked him. God listens to his prayer and heals Miriam. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Complaining is a sin against God. It is saying that God doesn’t know what He is doing! The Bible tells us to 

do all things without grumbling or arguing so we will shine in this dark world (Philippians 2:14-16). How 

do we battle a spirit of complaining?  With contentment (READ Philippians 4:11-13). 

 

2. When things aren’t going as planned we can get depressed like Moses did. Depression makes us question 

God’s call on our lives. It makes us focus on our problems instead of focusing on the Lord. It can even make 

us doubt that God cares for us at all! We cannot defeat depression alone. We need God’s strength to 

overcome it and godly people to stand with us and support us (READ Philippians 4:4-7). 

 

 

 

 
READING THE STORY: Numbers 9-12 


