
I AM THINE, O LORD 

Sunday, September 25 
 

 

[1] I am Thine, O Lord, I have heard Thy voice   [2] Consecrate me now to Thy service, Lord 

And it told Thy love to me      By the power of grace divine 

But I long to rise in the arms of faith    Let my soul look up with a steadfast hope 

And be closer drawn to Thee     And my will be lost in Thine 

 

        [CHORUS] 

   Draw me nearer, nearer blessed Lord 

   To the cross where Thou hast died 

   Draw me nearer, nearer blessed Lord 

   To Thy precious bleeding side 

 

[3] O the pure delight of a single hour    [4] There are depths of love that I cannot know 

That before Thy throne I spend     Till I cross the narrow sea 

When I kneel in prayer and with Thee, my God   There are heights of joy that I may not reach 

I commune as friend with friend     Till I rest in peace with Thee 

 
 

    T 

Fanny Crosby (1820-1915) wrote over 8000 hymns in her lifetime. Blind from infancy, her songs do not 

express grief or anger but joy in her faith in Christ. She wrote the words to ‘I Am Thine, O Lord’ and William 

Doane (1832-1915) wrote the music. Doane was a very successful businessman and inventor in Cincinnati, 

Ohio. But his first love was Christian music. He composed music for an estimated 2300 hymns and edited 43 

collections of hymns. Crosby and Doane wrote over 1000 hymns together. 

 

The origins of ‘I Am Thine, O Lord’ come from a visit Fanny Crosby made to the home of William Doane in 

1874. During one conversation they talked about the nearness of God in their lives. Later that evening the words 

to this song came to Crosby’s mind and she recited them to Doane the next morning. He wrote them down and 

soon composed a tune. When it was published, Hebrews 10:22 was used as its inscription: “Let us draw near 

with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies 

washed with pure water.” (KJV) 

 

As with many of her hymns, this is a first person testimony of Fanny Crosby’s relationship to Christ. It begins 

with her longing to be closer with God – to grow in her faith (verse 1). It continues with a desire to serve the 

Lord and follow His will (verse 2). The next verse focuses on the delight of spending time with the Lord in 

prayer (verse 3). The song concludes with the realization that she will not experience the full love and joy of her 

relationship with God until she reaches heaven (verse 4). The Chorus ties all these thoughts together in prayer to 

be constantly getting closer to the Lord. This should be the personal testimony of every believer. The song is a 

reminder that our relationship with God must be constantly growing. It encourages us to keep moving forward 

in our walk with God until we see Him face to face.  
 

 

Listen to ‘I Am Thine, O Lord’ on YouTube  

@ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IMrgaV9pqUo 
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  https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-i-am-thine-o-lord 

https://sistersinsongwhw.wordpress.com/2015/11/12/the-productive-collaboration-of-fanny-crosby-and-william-howard-doane/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Howard_Doane 

 


