
FILLED WITH GOD’S GLORY 

Saturday, September 24 

Reading: Exodus 40 
 

Exodus 40:34  Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 
 

The description of the Tabernacle is given 5 times in Exodus. First God gives the “blueprints” to Moses on 

Mount Sinai (Exodus 25-30). Then we have the construction of the Tabernacle pieces (Exodus 35-38). This is 

followed by an inspection of the Tabernacle pieces (Exodus 39). Now God commands Moses to set up the 

Tabernacle (40:1-11) and Moses obeys God’s command (40:17-33). Aaron and his sons are also consecrated to 

serve the Lord as priests in the Tabernacle (40:12-16). This is a repetition of God’s instructions in chapters 28-

29 and will be repeated in more detail in Leviticus 8. If God recorded this so many times it must be important.  

 

When everything was completed, “the glory of God filled the Tabernacle.” This glory-cloud had only 

occasionally filled the temporary tent of meeting Moses had set up outside of the camp (Exodus 33:7-11). Now 

God’s presence, symbolized by the pillar of cloud and fire, would dwell with His people as He had promised. 

The glory of God was so intense in this moment that not even Moses could enter the Tabernacle. 

 

God’s presence would be the Israelites’ guide. When the glory-cloud lifted from the Tabernacle the people 

would prepare to move. When it rested on the Tabernacle the people rested as well. Throughout their journey, 

through disobedience and trials, through grumblings and rebellion, God’s presence was in their midst. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Hebrews 8 tells us the Tabernacle was “a copy and shadow” of heavenly things.  

The Ark of the Covenant sat behind the veil in the Most Holy Place. It pictured God’s presence and 

forgiveness as His glory rested there and the blood of Lamb was sprinkled there on the Day of 

Atonement. It reminds us that to be in God’s presence requires forgiveness through the blood of Christ.  

In the Holy Place, the Table of Shewbread provided food for the priests and the Golden Lampstand 

provided light. For us they are reminders that Jesus is “the Bread of Life” (John 6) and “the Light of the 

World” (John 8:12). The Altar of Incense pictured the prayers of the people rising to God. These three 

together remind us to feed on the word of Christ, walk in the light of Christ, and be in constant 

communication through prayer with Christ. Outside the main tent was the Altar of Burnt Offering where 

the day-to-day sacrifices would be made and the Golden Basin where the priests would wash before 

serving. This basin was lined with mirrors so the priests would see their reflections as they washed. These 

remind us of the need for constant cleansing from sin and examining our lives to keep them pure. 

 

2. God’s visible presence rested over the Tabernacle. Centuries later God’s glory would fill Solomon’s Temple 

in the same way (2 Chronicles 7:1-3). Sadly, Ezekiel records God’s glory leaving the Temple just before the 

Babylonians destroyed Jerusalem because of Israel’s disobedience (Ezekiel 10:4, 18-19; 11:23). God’s glory 

would return in the person of Jesus Christ (John 1:4). Today, believers are the Temple of God because the 

Holy Spirit dwells in us (1 Corinthians 3:16) and we are commanded to be filled with the Spirit (Ephesians 

5:18). God’s glory is revealed in us as we “live lives worthy of God, who calls you into His kingdom and 

glory” (1 Thessalonians 2:12). How does your life reflect God’s glory? Are you allowing the Spirit to 

constantly fill you with His power to live a godly life and be an effective witness? 
 


