
THE FACE THAT SHONE 

Friday, September 23 

Reading: Exodus 34 
 

Exodus 34:34  But whenever he entered the LORD’s presence to speak with Him, he removed the veil until he came out.  

And when he came out and told the Israelites what he had been commanded, 35  they saw that his face was radiant. Then 

Moses would put the veil back over his face until he went in to speak with the LORD. 
 

Moses returns up Mount Sinai for God to replace the stone tablets of the Ten Commandments which Moses had 

broken. On this trip up the mountain, God fulfills His promise to show Moses His glory. The Lord passes in 

front of Moses and declares His name and character to His servant. This causes Moses to fall down in worship. 

Moses requests that God take Israel to Himself as His inheritance. God responds by renewing the covenant with 

Israel and promising to do wonders and drive out the heathen nations from the Promised Land if they will only 

be obedient to Him. He warns them not to make any treaty with these nations because He knows that their sinful 

pagan ways will corrupt His people. 

 

When Moses came down the mountain he did not realize that his time with God had changed him. His face was 

glowing with the glory of God. This frightened the Israelites so Moses put a veil over his face. But this “glow” 

would eventually fade away. However when Moses went to speak with God he removed the veil and the glory 

would return to his face. This allowed the people to know when Moses had spoken with the Lord because it 

shone on his face.   

 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. God’s name stands for all that He is! God revealed His name (Yahweh – I AM) at the burning bush. He now 

expands on what His name means. We see these verses (34:6-7) repeated many times in Scripture. 

Whenever someone wanted to define God they would use this description. (1) God is compassionate to 

those in need. (2) God is gracious to those who can’t measure up. Grace is not me doing my part and God 

doing His part. Grace is 100% God’s favor given to those who don’t deserve it, for none of us measure up to 

God’s standard. (3) God is patient (slow to anger) to those who are rebellious. (4) God abounds in faithful 

love and loyalty to those who are unfaithful. (5) God is forgiving to those who are guilty. (6) God is just to 

those who are unrepentant. 
 

We can never know God through our own efforts. God always must take the first step in revealing Himself 

to us. As you meditate on these character traits of God, which one(s) are you most thankful for? Which 

one(s) do you especially need expressed in your life today? 

 

2. There was a noticeable change in Moses when he had been in the presence of the Lord. His face shone with 

the glory of God. When we have fellowship with the Lord our lives should show it. His glory and character 

should be evident in our daily walk. Notice that this glory on Moses’ face faded away with time but was 

renewed when he spoke with God again. So too we must have continual fellowship with God if we want 

Him to shine in our lives. How does God’s glory shine in your daily thoughts and actions? When others look 

at you how can they see God’s presence has made a difference in your life? 

  

 

 

 
READING THE STORY: Exodus 35-40 


