
THE HEART OF MOSES 

Wednesday, September 21 

Reading: Exodus 32 
 

Exodus 32:31  So Moses went back to the LORD and said, “Oh, what a great sin these people have committed! They  
have made themselves gods of gold. 32  But now, please forgive their sin—but if not, then blot me out of the book You  
have written.” 
 

While Moses is on Mount Sinai receiving the law and the blueprints for the Tabernacle, at the bottom of the 

mountain the people have forgotten about the holiness of God. Despite hearing God’s Ten Commandments and 

promising to obey them, the people decide they need a new god to lead them. After almost 40 days of seeing 

God’s presence on Mount Sinai they abandon God and Moses for their own selfish desires. 

 

At the people’s request, Aaron makes them a god of gold to worship. Aaron complies but tries to compromise 

by using the idol in a festival to the Lord. However, as happens in all compromises, the people turn their 

“worship” into rebellion, gluttony, and debauchery! After only a month, they break all the commandments they 

promised to obey. 

 

Back on the mountain, the Lord warns Moses about the corruption of the people. On seeing their wickedness for 

himself, Moses breaks the stone tablets God had given Him - a picture of how the people had broken God’s 

Law. Then he grinds the golden calf to powder, puts it in the water, and makes the people drink it so they can 

experience the awfulness of their sin. Finally, judgment is poured out on the people and about 3000 Israelites 

are killed for their actions. 

 

It is at this point that we get a glimpse of Moses’ heart. God had suggested wiping out the nation and starting 

over with Moses. But despite having to deal out God’s justice, Moses still loves these people. He returns to the 

Lord and pleads for Him to forgive the people for their great sin - even offering to be condemned with them if it 

will bring God’s mercy. God is pleased with Moses’ request and does not destroy all the people. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Why did Aaron give in to the people’s sinful desires? Aaron had a weak will when it came time to stand 

alone for God. He was more afraid of the people than disobeying God. How do we remain silent or 

compromise the truth out of fear of what others might do or think? Pray that God will give you the courage 

to stand for Him in spite of the pressure or opinions of those around you. 

 

2. Do you have a heart for people like Moses had? How can you plead with God for the sinners around you to 

repent and receive God’s forgiveness? How can you attitudes and actions better display God’s heart? 

 

3. Though Moses loved these people and pleaded with God for them, those who refused to repent still had to 

be punished. Loving people does not mean we ignore their sin and rebellion against God. True love shows 

people where they are wrong and pleads with them to repent. “Whoever is for the Lord, come to me” 

(Exodus 32:26). Do you love people enough to confront them when they sin and turn away from God? Why 

or why not? 
 

 

 

 
READING THE STORY: Exodus 28-31 


