
TRIALS IN THE WILDERNESS 

Saturday, September 17 

Reading: Exodus 16-17 

Exodus 16:6  So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, "In the evening you will know that it was the LORD who  
brought you out of Egypt, 7  and in the morning you will see the glory of the LORD, because He has heard your grumbling 

against Him. Who are we, that you should grumble against us?" 8  Moses also said, "You will know that it was the LORD  
when He gives you meat to eat in the evening and all the bread you want in the morning, because He has heard your  
grumbling against Him. Who are we? You are not grumbling against us, but against the LORD." 

 

The hearts of the Israelites always seem to be back in Egypt. When their stomachs start to rumble they start to 

grumble. They accuse Moses of trying to starve them to death. They long for ‘the good old days’ back in Egypt 

when they had plenty of food to eat. They forgot that they were beaten and worked to death to get it! God 

provides quail and “bread from heaven” for the people. The bread or manna was there every morning (except 

the Sabbath) throughout their wilderness wanderings. They were only to gather enough for the day so they 

would learn to trust God to provide. When they complain about having no water, God miraculously provides 

water from a rock for the people to drink.   

 

Through it all, God was teaching and shaping His people to live in a way that honored Him. They had many 

lessons they needed to learn and God used difficulties and trials to try and shape them into His people. But they 

were very slow learners! 
 

POINTS TO PONDER:  

1. It should be no surprise when great victory is followed by challenging times. It is easy to have faith after the 

miracle. It is harder to continue in faith in the desert. But to have a glorified view of the past does not help. 

Have you ever heard someone say, “It was better back in my day.” or “We never did it that way before!” 

Both these statements are a form of complaining. The truth is every generation has good times and bad 

times. There are no “Good Old Days.” There are just days! While we should learn from the past, we cannot 

live in the past. What good things do you remember about your past? How about bad things? What can you 

learn from the past that will help you in the present? How can you learn to not live in the past? 

 

2. When people complain against God’s leaders doing God’s work in God’s way, they are really complaining 

against God. They are saying that God doesn’t know what He is doing. That is a very dangerous thing to do! 

The Israelites would learn this the hard way. Moses’ answer was to “come before the Lord, for He has heard 

your grumbling” (16:9). When we focus on the Lord and His grace, ‘the grumbles’ will go away. What has 

tempted you to grumble recently? What has God done for you that can defeat the grumbles in your life? 

 

3. God sends tests into our lives to teach us and grow our faith. Grumbling or looking for someone to blame 

never helps. It is the opposite of faith! The Apostle Paul reminds us: “Do everything without grumbling or 

arguing, so that you may become blameless and pure, ‘children of God without fault in a warped and 

crooked generation.’ Then you will shine among them like stars in the sky as you hold firmly to the word of 

life” (Philippians 2:14-16). 

 
 


