
THROUGH THE WATERS 

Friday, September 16 

Reading: Exodus 14-15 
 

Exodus 14:13  Moses answered the people, "Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the LORD will 

bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will never see again. 14  The LORD will fight for you; you need only to  

be still." 15  Then the LORD said to Moses, "Why are you crying out to Me? Tell the Israelites to move on. 16  Raise your  

staff and stretch out your hand over the sea to divide the water so that the Israelites can go through the sea on dry ground.”  
 

Once the Israelites had left Egypt, Pharaoh’s heart is once again hardened. He gathered his army and chariots to 

pursue the fleeing slaves. He caught up with them at the Red Sea. They were trapped! Despite the fact that they 

could see the presence of God leading them by a pillar of cloud during the day and a pillar of fire at night, the 

Israelites lose their faith and blame Moses. 
 

"Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you brought us to the desert to die? What have you done to us by bringing  

us out of Egypt? Didn't we say to you in Egypt, 'Leave us alone; let us serve the Egyptians'? It would have been better for us to 

serve the Egyptians than to die in the desert!" (14:11-12) 
 

Moses’ answer is clear. They did not need to be afraid for the Lord would fight for them. God protects their 

back by moving the pillar of cloud to block the Egyptian advance. Then, in one of the most incredible miracles 

in Scripture, God opens the sea so the Israelites can cross on dry land. When the Egyptians try to pursue the 

water crashes back down on them destroying the entire army. 

 

In response, Moses and Miriam lead the people in a song of praise. Sadly, God’s miraculous deliverance did not 

bolster the faith of the people. At the first sign of problems, they begin to complain again. This will be a 

constant attitude among these people. No matter how much the Lord does for them, all they seem to be able to 

do is complain and rebel against Him. 

 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. The Israelites had forgotten how God had protected them during the plagues and was now leading them 

daily by the pillar of cloud and pillar of fire. Their eyes were focused on the problem instead of on God. 

When we take our eyes off God the problems of our lives will always seem insurmountable. And in our own 

strength – THEY ARE! But we must remember that God is on our side. “If God is for us, who can be 

against us?” (Romans 8:31). What does it mean to “be still” before the Lord? What do you need to do to 

keep your eyes focused on God? What might you need to stop doing in order to give God first place in your 

life? When problems come do you complain or do you trust? 

 

2. Moses’ song begins with these words: “The Lord is my strength and my song; He has become my salvation” 

(15:2). These words should be on the lips of every believer! What does it mean that the Lord is our strength?  

What does it mean that He is our song? What should His salvation mean for our daily living? 

 

 

 

 

 

 
READING THE STORY: Exodus 14-18 


