
WHEN GOD DOESN’T MEET YOUR EXPECTATIONS 

Wednesday, September 14 

Reading: Exodus 5-6 
 

Exodus 6:6  "Therefore, say to the Israelites: 'I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians.  
I will free you from being slaves to them, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with mighty acts of judgment.  
7  I will take you as My own people, and I will be your God. Then you will know that I am the LORD your God, who brought  
you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians.  

 

With the elders of Israel firmly behind them, Moses and Aaron have their first encounter with Pharaoh. 

However, things do not go as expected. When Pharaoh hears the Lord’s command, he rejects it. His response 

shows his contempt for God and God’s people.  
 

“Who is the Lord, that I should obey Him and let Israel go? I do not know the Lord and I will not let Israel go.” 
 

Instead of freeing the slaves, Pharaoh makes their work more miserable. Before they had been provided straw in 

order to make their bricks, but now they are forced to go out and find what they can on their own. When they 

cannot meet their quota of bricks they are beaten. When the Israelite foremen complain to Pharaoh he accuses 

them of being lazy because of Moses’ request to go and sacrifice to God. While they had believed and 

worshipped when Moses first arrived (4:31), now the people turn on him and blame him for their misery, 

refusing to listen to him anymore (5:21; 6:9). 

 

With the situation going from bad to worse, Moses turns to God. This turn of events should not have been a 

surprise to Moses. God had warned him at the burning bush (3:19-20) and again on his journey to Egypt (4:21-

23) that Pharaoh would not be easily persuaded to let Israel go. Yet under pressure from Pharaoh and his own 

people, Moses returns to his previous state of doubt when God first called him. 
 

"O Lord, why have You brought trouble upon this people? Is this why You sent me? Ever since I went to Pharaoh to  

speak in Your name, he has brought trouble upon this people, and You have not rescued Your people at all." 
 

God’s answer to Moses is simple: “I am the Lord!” In Exodus 6:6-8 He makes a series of incredible promises to 

His people - promises to deliver them, to bring them to the Promised Land, and most importantly to make them 

His own people. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER:  

1. When things didn’t go their way, the Israelites turned against Moses. What does Moses example teach us 

about how to handle these situations? 

 

2. Though discouraged and confused Moses knew where to go. He could have tried to argue or ‘snap back’ at 

the Israelites who were attacking him. He could have simply given up. But Moses instead goes to the Lord 

in prayer. He pours out all his doubts and anxiety to the only One who has the answers. When you feel like 

Moses, is your first response to take it to the Lord in prayer? Or do you try to manage things on our own? 

How important is prayer to your everyday life? 

 

3. Have you ever expected God to work in a certain way and been disappointed? What encouragement can we 

draw from God’s words to Moses? 

 

 

 

 
READING THE STORY: Exodus 8-10 


