
PREPARATION FOR SERVICE 

Monday, September 12 

Reading: Exodus 1-2 
 

Exodus 2:23  During that long period, the king of Egypt died. The Israelites groaned in their slavery and cried out, and  

their cry for help because of their slavery went up to God. 24  God heard their groaning and He remembered His covenant  

with Abraham, with Isaac and with Jacob. 25  So God looked on the Israelites and was concerned about them. 
 

As Exodus begins hundreds of years have passed since Joseph brought his family to Egypt. The small band of 

70 has now increased to a large nation of people. This is seen as a threat to national security by the Egyptian 

Pharaoh. To counter this threat, he enslaves the Israelites. When this does not slow down their growth, he orders 

that all the male Hebrew babies be killed. 

 

It is in this environment that Moses is born. He is hidden by his parents for three months and then ultimately set 

afloat in a basket on the Nile near the place where Pharaoh’s daughter came to bathe. When the princess finds 

the baby she decides to adopt him as her own. His sister Miriam suggests getting a Hebrew nurse to care for the 

child until he is old enough to come live with her in the palace. Thus Moses spends his first few formative years 

learning about the true God from his own parents. 

 

His life in the palace also prepared Moses for the task ahead. He would have received the best education in 

leadership, administration, reading and writing, and warfare – all skills that would be crucial in leading the 

Israelites through the wilderness. But Moses never forgot about his suffering people. He realized that he is in a 

position to help them, but his first attempt (killing the Egyptian and then trying to mediate a dispute between 

two Hebrews) is a complete failure and Moses finds himself on the run. 

 

In Midian, Moses finds a new home and family. For the next 40 years, he is a shepherd in the wilderness. This 

too would prepare him for the task God would call him to do. The first 80 years of Moses’ life are spent in 

preparation for God’s service. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Though Jochebed appears to have a plan, she still had to trust God to take care of her son. She could not 

control how Pharaoh’s daughter would react. She could not know if the princess would respond positively to 

Miriam’s suggestion. She could not even be sure that the baby would not be discovered before the time was 

right. Stepping out in faith does not mean we “fly by the seat of our pants” through life. Stepping out in faith 

requires us to prayerfully make plans and trust God with the things that we cannot control. It means to plan 

and act to glorify God and accomplish His will. Is God a major part of your plans? Do you seek God first?   

 

2. In Acts 7, we are told that by killing the Egyptian, “Moses thought that his own people would realize that 

God was using him to rescue them” (7:24-25). Moses was enacting his own plan instead of waiting for 

God’s instruction. Do you ever run ahead of God’s plans? What usually are the results? 

 

3. Every part of Moses’ life was preparing him for his role as deliverer in God’s plan. In what ways have you 

seen God preparing you to serve Him? How might the circumstances of your life today be used by God to 

serve Him in the future? 

 

 

 

 
READING THE STORY: Exodus 1-4 


