
SOVEREIGN OVER US 

Sunday, September 11 
 

 

[1] There is strength within the sorrow    [CHORUS] 

There is beauty in our tears     Your plans are still to prosper 

And You meet us in our mourning    You have not forgotten us 

With a love that casts out fear     You’re with us in the fire and the flood 

You are working in our waiting    You’re faithful forever 

You're sanctifying us     Perfect in love 

When beyond our understanding    You are sovereign over us 

You're teaching us to trust 

 

 [2] You are wisdom unimagined    [BRIDGE] 

Who could understand Your ways    Even what the enemy means for evil 

Reigning high above the heavens    You turn it for our good 

Reaching down in endless grace    You turn it for our good and for Your glory 

You're the lifter of the lowly     Even in the valley You are faithful 

Compassionate and kind     You’re working for our good 

You surround and You uphold me    You’re working for our good and for your glory 

And Your promises are my delight 

 
    T 

I will never forget September 11, 2001. I had just returned from a trip to Washington D.C. and was back at 

work that Tuesday morning. We all watched in disbelief as the planes crashed into the World Trade Center 

Twin Towers and the Pentagon. Sometimes we wonder why tragedies happen. We wonder if God is really in 

control. The song ‘Sovereign Over Us’ (written in 2011 by the trio of Aaron Keyes, Bryan Brown, and Jack 

Mooring) reminds us that no matter what circumstances we are facing God is still on the throne – He is still 

sovereign. Aaron Keyes writes, “We wanted to sing honestly about the fact that we hurt, we weep, we mourn, 

and even in those times we can rest in the sovereignty of God. But not only can we trust in His sovereignty, we 

can learn more about His character in those seasons.”
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While the song alludes to many passages of Scripture, two stand out as prominent. The Chorus reminds us of 

Jeremiah 29:11-13. Because of their sin, the nation of Judah was about to go into exile in Babylon. To these 

people who wondered if their future was hopeless, the Lord made this promise: “For I know the plans I have for 

you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then 

you will call on Me and come and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. You will seek Me and find Me when you 

seek Me with all your heart.” 

 

The Bridge is taken from the words of Joseph in Genesis 50:20. After all the struggles and suffering he endured, 

he looked back and saw that God was sovereign. He told his brothers, “You intended to harm me, but God 

intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.” 

 

No matter what struggles or hard times we are going through God is “working in our waiting” and “teaching us 

to trust.” He is “with us in the fire and the flood…faithful forever, perfect in love. You are sovereign over us.” 

 

 

 

Listen to Michael W. Smith sing ‘Sovereign Over Us” on YouTube @ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J89lI0YJB1s 
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