
READY TO FORGIVE 

Saturday, September 10 

Reading: Genesis 47, 50 
 

Genesis 50:19  But Joseph said to them, "Don't be afraid. Am I in the place of God? 20  You intended to harm me, but  
God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. 21  So then, don't be afraid.  
I will provide for you and your children." And he reassured them and spoke kindly to them. 

 

When the first missionaries came to Alberta, Canada, they were savagely opposed by a young chief of the Cree 

Indians named Maskepetoon. But he eventually responded to the gospel and accepted Christ. Shortly afterward, 

a member of the Blackfoot tribe killed his father. Maskepetoon rode into the village where the murderer lived 

and demanded that he be brought before him. Confronting the guilty man, he said, "You have killed my father, 

so now you must be my father. You shall ride my best horse and wear my best clothes." In utter amazement and 

remorse his enemy exclaimed, "My son, now you have killed me!" He meant, of course, that the hate in his own 

heart had been completely erased by the forgiveness and kindness of the Indian chief.
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We wouldn’t blame Joseph if he had taken revenge on his brothers. But Joseph looked beyond the 

circumstances to what God had done through their evil intentions.  Earlier, he had revealed that it was really 

God who had sent him to Egypt so he could save their lives (Gen 45:4-6).   

 

This kind of forgiveness was hard for Joseph’s brothers to understand. They had been in Egypt for 17 years 

(Gen 47:28) and Joseph had taken care of them and their families. But now that their father was gone, the 

brothers feared Joseph would finally take his revenge. Joseph had to again reassure them that they had been 

forgiven and that God was the One who had orchestrated the whole thing. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Do you forgive like Joseph forgave? Or do you hold a grudge and never let the person who wronged you 

forget what they’ve done? We can mouth the words “I forgive you” and yet in our hearts we still hold anger 

and resentment. Joseph forgave like God forgives – “I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their 

sins no more” (Jeremiah 31:34; Isaiah 43:25; Hebrews 8:12; 10:17). We need to look for what God wants us 

to learn from our sins and mistakes and be ready to forgive. 

 

2. Why is it difficult to accept forgiveness? Joseph’s brothers did not believe Joseph had really forgiven them. 

Sometimes we can have that same reaction even to God’s forgiveness. We come to Him in heartfelt 

repentance but still hold on to the guilt even after God has forgiven us. Take heart in these words from the 

prophet Micah: 
 

Micah 7:18  Who is a God like You, who pardons sin and forgives the transgression of the remnant of His inheritance? You 

do not stay angry forever but delight to show mercy. 19  You will again have compassion on us; You will tread our sins 

underfoot and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea. 
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