
ACTS: LEVEL GROUND 

Wednesday, September 9 

Reading: Acts 10-11 
 

Acts 10:34  Then Peter began to speak: "I now realize how true it is that God does not  show favoritism  

35  but accepts men from every nation who fear him and do what is right...44  While Peter was still  

speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message. 45  The circumcised believers  

who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the 

Gentiles. 46  For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God. 
 

The meeting of Peter and the Roman centurion Cornelius is a pivotal event in church history. It is 

so important it is related to us 3 times in the book of Acts.  For the first decade or so, the church 

consisted of mainly Jews and converts to Judaism.  They still held to their old prejudice against 

Gentiles. Even after Paul’s successful missionary journeys, there were some who insisted that 

Gentiles had to be circumcised and become Jews in order to be Christians! Peter’s call to preach 

the gospel to Cornelius was the beginning of their change in understanding that the gospel was 

for everyone. 

 

Peter himself had to be convinced by three visions from God where the message was beat into 

his head: “Do not call anything impure that God has made clean.” To further drive His point 

home, God did not wait for “the invitation” to save this Gentile household. They were saved and 

received the Holy Spirit “while Peter was still speaking.” This stunned the Jewish believers who 

had come with Peter. 

 

When Peter returned to Jerusalem he gets “called on the carpet” for breaking their Jewish 

tradition of not eating with Gentiles. Peter tells the whole story and ends with the convicting 

statement: “Who was I to think I could oppose God?” 

 

Years later at the Jerusalem Council (Acts 15) where this question would be settled once and for 

all, Peter again tell of this experience. His final statement must have stung the hearts of those 

who demanded circumcision and obedience to all the Jewish laws be imposed on Gentile 

believers - “We believe it is through the grace of our Lord Jesus that we are saved, just as they 

are” (15:10). Peter is boldly stating that the Jews need to accept salvation in the same way the 

Gentiles have. The Jews have no special claim on Christ’s mercy. Everyone is saved by grace 

through faith! 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. The Jerusalem church was stuck in their old Jewish ways of doing things. They saw Peter’s 

bringing the gospel to Gentiles as a problem. Peter had to explain to them how God had led 

him to break with their traditions and minister to this Roman centurion and his family. Do we 

ever criticize others for serving the Lord because they are not doing it “our way”? Do we get 

stuck in a rut so that we view new ways of ministry as bad? The message never changes but 

our methods should! 

 

2. Are we holding on to any prejudiced ideas about people because of their race, profession, or 

social status?  The ground is level at the foot of the cross! Like the early church, we need to 

realize this and throw out any prejudice that will hinder us from showing Christ’s love to 

whoever He brings along our path. 
 

 

READ THE NT: 2 Timothy 1 


