
ACTS: UNSUNG HEROES 

Tuesday, September 8 

Reading: Acts 7-9 
 

Acts 9:17  Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, “Brother 
Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here—has sent me so that  
you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 

 

Saul of Tarsus would become a superstar for Christ. He would start churches throughout the 

Roman Empire and write almost half of the New Testament. But he did not start off that way. 

There were some unsung heroes that had a tremendous influence on his life – people who helped 

make him the Apostle Paul. 

 

In Acts 6 we meet a man named Stephen. He was chosen as one of the first deacons to solve a 

problem the church was experiencing. His powerful testimony for Christ got him into trouble 

with the religious leaders and his sermon before the Sanhedrin makes them so angry they drag 

him outside the city and stone him to death – the first martyr for the cause of Christ. Saul not 

only agreed with this action but was probably in charge of the stoning. Stephen’s courage and 

testimony had a profound impact on Saul (see Acts 22:20). It was probably what started the 

softening of his heart. But he fought against the gospel by starting a systemized persecution of 

Jesus’ followers that scattered them from Jerusalem. 

 

On a trip to Damascus to arrest believers, Saul comes face-to-face with the Lord Jesus in a 

blinding light. He now knows that Jesus is the Son of God but the experience has left him blind 

and he is led by his men to Damascus. It is here that another unsung hero emerges. Ananias was 

a believer living in Damascus. When Jesus told him to go and lay his hands on Saul to heal him, 

he was at first reluctant. After all, this Saul was infamous as a persecutor of Christ’s followers in 

Jerusalem and had come to Damascus to continue that work. But with Christ’s assurances that 

Saul was His “chosen instrument” Ananias went. As he laid his hands on this former enemy of 

the church, Ananias calls him “brother.” Saul was welcomed as family by this man who only a 

few days earlier he would have arrested. 

 

Barnabas is another unsung hero in Saul’s life. Upon returning to Jerusalem, the believers 

understandably want nothing to do with Saul.  He is now being hunted by his former friends (the 

religious leaders) and shunned by the church. It is Barnabas who stands up for Saul and brings 

him into fellowship with the church. Later, Barnabas will bring Saul to Antioch were they 

minister together and eventually are called to begin the first Christian missionary journey (see 

Acts 11:19-30; 13:1ff).   

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

These men had a profound impact on Saul’s life. He could not have become the great “apostle to 

the Gentiles” without them. Are you having a behind-the-scenes impact on someone’s life? That 

little act of encouragement or friendship can have enormous results for the kingdom. We may 

never know how our testimony or reaching out in Christ’s love to others will impact eternity. 

Maybe someone we touch will be the next Apostle Paul or Billy Graham! All it takes is being 

willing to do what God has called us to do! 
 

 

 

READ THE NT: 1 Timothy 6 


