
REVELATION: A FINAL INVITATION 

Saturday, September 8 

Reading: Revelation 22:6-21 
 

Revelation 22:17  The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let the one who hears say, “Come!” Let  

the one who is thirsty come; and let the one who wishes take the free gift of the water of life.  
 

John concludes Revelation with a series of invitations. The first invitation is to obey the words of 

this prophecy (22:6-7). The promise of Christ’s return is imminent (‘soon’). His coming for His 

church could happen at any moment. To “keep” means to pay attention or guard. This book was 

written not to satisfy our curiosity about the future but to spur us on to love Christ more deeply 

and witness to the lost more fervently. 

 

The second invitation is to not seal up the book (22:8-15). When Daniel finished his prophecy 

600 years earlier he was told to seal up his words until the time of the end (Daniel 12:8-10). But 

now that Christ has come, the message is open – it is relevant for today! John wrote this book to 

REVEAL Jesus Christ. Those who reject the Jesus it reveals will continue to do wrong and be 

vile. Those who accept Jesus will do right and be holy. Jesus again promises His reward for 

those who have “washed their robes.” “Outside” is another picture of the lake of fire (see Jesus’ 

parables where He uses ‘outer darkness’ in this way). 

 

The final invitation is simply to COME (22:16-17). The Spirit is the one who draws people to 

Christ. He does this through God’s Word and the witness of God’s people (the bride). It is the 

desire of everyone who reads and understands Revelation. And it is the desire of all who thirst 

for the blessing of God to come and receive His free gift. The cry of our hearts to a dying world 

should be – COME! 

 

LESSON ONE: “Blessed is the One…” There are seven blessings recorded in the book of 

Revelation (1:3; 14:13; 16:15; 19:9; 20:6; 22:7; 22:14). There are more promised blessings for 

those who read and obey this book than in any other book of Scripture. How sad that many 

Christians decide to ignore or avoid Revelation because they think it is “too hard” to understand. 

Do you receive a blessing when you read Revelation (or any part of Scripture)? Ask the Holy 

Spirit to touch your heart with God’s Word and help you to understand and apply it to your life. 

 

LESSON TWO: “If Anyone Adds Anything…If Anyone Takes Words Away…” John’s final 

warning reminds us not to tamper with God’s Word. To add means to proclaim beliefs that 

cannot be supported by Scripture; to add your own ideas and claim they are God’s Word. To take 

away means to reject portions of the Bible as “not inspired” or the change things we don’t like 

and say “they aren’t relevant anymore.” John uses a play on words to drive his point home – 

Those who add will have the plagues of the book added to them; those who take away will have 

the blessings of heaven taken away from them. To reject God’s Word is to reject God Himself. 

To attempt to change God’s Word is to say that you know better than God. The command to 

keep or guard the Bible means not only obeying it for our own lives, but defending it against 

those who would distort or change its’ message (see also Deuteronomy 4:1-2; Proverbs 30:5-6). 

Do you defend the importance and truthfulness of God’s Word? Do you faithfully apply it to 

your own heart and life? 
 


