
ACTS: THE GOSPEL TO THE WORLD 

Monday, September 7 

Reading: Acts 1-2 
 

Acts 1:8  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses  
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  

 

The book of Acts is the ‘sequel’ to Luke’s gospel account. It continues the story of Jesus’ work 

through His church by the power of the Holy Spirit. The first twelve chapters focus on Peter, 

while the last sixteen chapter focus on Paul. It traces the spread of the gospel from Jerusalem to 

Samaria to Asia and Europe and finally to the capital city of Rome itself.  

 

AUTHOR: Luke the physician addresses this book to Theophilus, just as he had with his gospel. 

Though he never mentions his own name, Luke was a participant in many of the later events of 

this book. We can recognize his presence by his use of the personal pronoun “we” which begins 

in Acts 16 and reappears several times. For more details, look back to August 17
th

’s introduction 

to Luke’s gospel. 

 

OUTLINE OF ACTS 

(1)  Birth of the Church & Ministry in Jerusalem   Acts 1-5  

(2)  Persecution of the Church & Conversion of Paul  Acts 6-9 

(3)  Ministry of Peter       Acts 10-12 

(4)  Paul’s 1
st
 Missionary Journey & Jerusalem Council  Acts 13-15 

(5)  Paul’s 2
nd

 & 3
rd

 Missionary Journey    Acts 16-20 

(6)  Paul’s Arrest and Journey to Rome    Acts 21-28 

 

The opening chapters of Acts give us some important events concerning the birth of the church. 

It begins with Jesus’ commission that we be witnesses. We are to start right where we are 

(Jerusalem) and then continue to reach out until the whole world hears. The power for this 

mission is not our own ingenuity or skill but the power of the Holy Spirit working through us. 

The great promise of Jesus’ return is our motivation to share the good news (1:1-11). 

 

The second great event is the coming of the Holy Spirit (2:1-4). Before this Day of Pentecost the 

Spirit did not permanently indwell believers and not every believer experienced His presence. 

The Spirit would empower people to accomplish a certain task and often would leave when it 

was finished. But after the day described in Acts 2, the Holy Spirit’s indwelling presence would 

become permanent for all believers. Later the Apostle Paul would write: “If anyone does not 

have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to Christ” (Romans 8:9).  

 

A third great event is the first Christian sermon given by Peter to the Jews who had come to 

celebrate in Jerusalem (2:5-41). This message was powerful because it was based in the 

Scriptures, focused on Jesus Christ, and called the people to make a decision. About 3000 were 

saved that day! 

 

A fourth great event is the joy and unity of those early believers (2:42-47). May we also 

experience this Christian bond of love as we witness for Christ, preach the gospel, and rely on 

the Holy Spirit to direct and empower our lives.   
 

 

 

 

READ THE NT: 1 Timothy 5  


