
REVELATION: THE NEW JERUSALEM 

Thursday, September 5 

Reading: Revelation 21:9-21 
 

Revelation 21:10  And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed  
me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God. 11  It shone with the glory of God… 

 

In chapter 19, the Apostle John pictures the Church as “the bride.” Now he uses this same term 

to describe the heavenly Jerusalem. The city takes on the character of its inhabitants. The 

redeemed of all ages will enjoy the splendor of this city. Though we are not given a lot of details, 

John does tell us some things that WILL BE there. 

 

THE PRESENCE OF GOD (21:10-11) - The many jewels listed in the cities description reveal 

the magnificence of God’s glory. The city shines with the brilliance of God’s light. “Jasper” and 

“clear as crystal” are both used in Revelation 4 in describing God and His throne. This all points 

us to the fact that God’s presence will be visibly felt in this heavenly city. Unlike the Shekinah 

glory cloud that left the Temple (cf. Ezekiel 10-11), God’s presence will never leave His people 

in eternity. 

 

THE PEOPLE OF GOD (21:12-14) - The twelve gates of the city are named for the twelve tribes 

of Israel. The twelve foundations are named for the twelve apostles. Even in eternity the 

distinction between Israel and the Church is maintained. They will all experience the eternal 

blessing of God but each according to God’s plan and purpose. This city is the home of all of 

God’s redeemed. 

 

THE PERFECTION OF GOD (21:15-21) - The measurements of this new city form a perfect 

square – 1400 miles in width, length and height. These dimensions are similar to those of the 

Holy of holies in the Temple but on a grandeur scale (1 Kings 6:20). Each of the twelve gates is 

made from one perfect pearl and the street of the city is of the purest gold. All these elements 

remind us of the perfection of God and the home He has prepared for those who love Him.   

 

LESSON ONE: “It Shone with the Glory of God.” What do you imagine when you think about 

heaven? Do you picture streets of gold? Mansions? Angels flying around? Really there is no way 

we can comprehend or imagine what eternity will be like! “‘What no eye has seen, what no ear 

has heard, and what no human mind has conceived’ – the things God has prepared for those who 

love Him” (1 Corinthians 2:9). John reminds us that the most important thing about heaven is the 

presence of God. Then the words of the old hymn will be a reality: 
 

Turn your eyes upon Jesus / Look full in His wonderful face 

And the things of earth will grow strangely dim 

In the light of His glory and grace. 

 

LESSON TWO: “Twelve Gates.” Ever see those cartoons with Saint Peter standing at the gate of 

heaven checking people in? They are total fiction! Notice John says there are twelve gates with 

angels at each one. And they never close (21:25) so no one needs to be “checked in.” We 

imagine a lot of silly things about heaven. The “keys to the kingdom” Jesus promised Peter 

(Matthew 16:19) and later all the disciples (Matthew 18:18; John 20:23) meant that they would 

be the first to open the door of salvation and begin the church. We have this call as well! Are you 

telling people the way to get the heaven? 
 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Isaiah 13-16; Colossians 1 


