
JOHN 12-21: WITNESS TO THE RESURRECTION 

Saturday, September 5 

Reading: John 20 
 

John 20:16  Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which 
means “Teacher”). 17  Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go 
instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 
God.’ ” 

 

German theologian Wolfhart Pannenberg once said: “The evidence for Jesus’ resurrection is so 

strong that nobody would question it except for two things: It is a very unusual event, and 

second, if you believe it happened, you have to change the way you live.” 
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From the gospels, Mary Magdalene is a wealthy, single, independent woman from whom Jesus 

had cast out seven demons (not a reformed prostitute as usually depicted today). She then 

followed Jesus and helped financially support His ministry (Luke 8:2-3). Her devotion to Christ 

led her to stand at the foot of His cross when almost everyone else had run away. She assisted 

with His burial and planned to return after the Sabbath to finish anointing His body (Mark 15:40-

47). 

 

On Easter morning, Mary sees the stone rolled away and hurries back to the disciples with the 

news of the probable grave robbery. If she had only continued with the other women she would 

have seen the angel and heard the glorious news: “He is not here, He has risen!” Upon returning 

to the tomb, Mary was weeping and mistakes Jesus for a gardener. With the simple mention of 

her name, Mary recognizes her Master and falls at His feet holding on to Him, not wanting to 

ever let go again. Jesus’ statement “Do not hold on to Me” in Greek is better translated “Stop 

clinging to Me.” There was no need to cling to Him because He would not be ascending to the 

Father for another 40 days. Right now, Jesus had a mission for Mary – tell the disciples the good 

news. Mary does this, even though they will not believe until Jesus appears later that evening. 

 

Thomas was absent when Jesus appeared on Easter Sunday. The other ten disciples try to 

convince him that they have seen Jesus, but Thomas states he will not believe until He can put 

his fingers in the nail marks in Jesus’ hands and put his hand in Jesus’ side. A week later, Jesus 

appeared again and offers the proof that Thomas had demanded. Thomas immediately declared 

Jesus as His Lord and God. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Has Jesus resurrection changed your life as it did Mary’s and the other disciples?  Mary’s 

faithfulness made her a person that Jesus could use to glorify Himself.  While clinging to 

Him in worship was not wrong, now was the time for delivering the good news of His 

resurrection. Do we have a proper balance between worship and witness? Growing in faith 

and sharing what God has taught us with others? 

 

2. We call him “doubting Thomas” but all the disciples doubted and needed proof before they 

would believe in the resurrection. To Thomas’ credit, it appears he did not need to put his 

finger in Jesus’ wounds. He proclaims Jesus not only as Savior but as God! Jesus then 

pronounces a special blessing on all those who will never see Him but still believe. That is 

you and me! The opposite of doubt is faith. If Jesus is Lord, you must obey His commands. If 

He is God, He is worthy of your worship and service. Are you ready to fall at His feet and 

call Him ‘Lord and God?’ 
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