
A WORD TO THE FAITHFUL 

Sunday, September 5 

Reading: 2 Thessalonians 3:13-17 
 

2 Thessalonians 3:4  We have confidence in the Lord that you are doing and will continue to do the 

things we command. 5  May the Lord direct your hearts into God’s love and Christ’s perseverance. 
 

Paul closes this letter with words of instruction and encouragement for the faithful believers in 

Thessalonica. He mentions three things they are to do to deal with the unruly members of their 

church. 

 

ENCOURAGE THEM (3:13) – While the command to “never tire of doing what is good” 

applies to all areas of life, it is especially needed to deal with disorderly people. Despite the 

problems and irritation they cause, these wayward Christians need the love, encouragement, and 

correction that only a fellow Christian can provide. They need loving believers to come 

alongside them and show them what it means to live and work for the glory of God.  

 

CONFRONT THEM (3:14) – Too often Christians deal with problems in the church by ignoring 

them, hoping they will go away. This seldom solves the issue and usually makes it worse. Paul 

tells the faithful believers to pay attention to who is causing the trouble and confront them. The 

goal of confrontation is always repentance and reconciliation. Paul states that if the person 

continues in their disobedience, the church should disassociate from them. This is the fourth step 

in Jesus’ discussion of church discipline recorded in Matthew 18. The purpose of 

excommunication from the church is to make the sinning believer take a serious look at their life, 

recognize the sin that is controlling them, and repent. This is what Paul means by the sinning 

believer being “ashamed.” 

 

LOVE THEM (3:15) - Even with all their faults and sins, the unruly Christian is still a brother or 

sister in Christ. Paul is concerned that the church not treat such people as enemies but as 

wayward family in need of coming home. If repentance is gained through the discipline of the 

church, then restoration of fellowship and unity can occur. 

Paul closes by reminding his readers of the Source of their strength to endure and live for the 

Lord (3:16-18). In the midst of trying times from within and without, God stands as “the Lord of 

peace.” Paul’s prayer is that God’s peace would infuse every aspect of their lives (see Philippians 

4:7). Paul has talked about the grace of God six times in these two letters. In order to work at 

prayer, work at church unity, and work for the glory of God we must rely on the unmerited favor 

of God to strengthen and uphold us. 
 

“But He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will 

boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ’s 

sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I 

am strong.” (2 Corinthians 12:9-10). 

 


